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Official Newsletter of the NATIONAL WATERMELON ASSOCIATION

A Progressive Path
Forward
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From your National Watermelon Association, we
have much good news to share with you. This year
of 2015 will begin our focused efforts of Renewal &
Rejuvenation as we pursue advancements in numer-
ous areas of the business that will provide support of
our chapters and build Value to our members:

We have a new brand . . .a LOGO readily identifi-
able and representative of our Association - - that you
selected through a member vote over the winter. The
brand of the Association (our logo) will allow us to
market the Association with members and prospects
alike.

The Vineline magazine is now available digitally (on-
line), with tremendous capabilities to email and post
pages from a small yet growing assortment of past
issues. Take a look at the possibilities, and enjoy our
step into the digital age with our valued magazine.

The Association’s website, www.nationalwater-
melonassociation.com, has been changed to a new
domain (www.watermelon.ag), and has a brand new,
updated look, feel, and Value to you (our members)
Simpler to access; easier to remember; and a site to
frequently visit.

The Association is finally in the Social Media game
with vital strategies in a number of key App’s that
will allow the Association to communicate directly
with our stakeholders on a very timely basis. ‘Like’
and ‘Follow’ us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and
Pinterest.

The Y Generation Working Group has been estab-
lished to create a vital conversation with the largest
generation in our country’s history, at a time when
Gen Y has the largest power in purchasing and vot-
ing, and will shortly dominate nonprofit Board seats
and volunteerism. We will discuss what they want
from the Association, and how we invite them to
participate.

We are creating a grassroots effort to help you to
‘invite’ your U.S. Representative to your place of
business, and give them a first-hand look at what you
do every day, how you do it, and what Washington
needs to do (or undo) to help (not hinder) your busi-
ness opportunities.

The Association is creating a proven membership
model that will help each chapter to increase renew-

Get Connected
Every Day

Today there are millions of APP’s and websites and so
many social media sites that allow businesses to com-
municate. It can be very confusing, to say the least.

Your Association has decided to focus on just a few
important tools to communicate with our members.
Those sites and APP’s are where some of you/many
of you are almost every day.
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This is your website and new domain. It is simpler
to access; easier to maneuver through; and a site
that you can visit often to get information that is
important to you and your business.
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FACEBOOK
The Association is on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/nwawatermelonag, and is accepting New

Spring 2015

als and secure new members. Membership is the
key to our success in all that we do, and it behooves
us to support our chapters on their paths to success.

We are addressing a concern of our aging farmers
by creating a program (from Young AG) that will
offer scholarships to young farmers to attend and
participate at the national convention. Bringing
young farmers to convention is a proven method to
develop our future leaders.

This is a brief list of what your National Water-
melon Association will provide to our stakeholders
(YOU) in 2015, and beyond. If we can be of ser-
vice, please feel free to call upon us, and we will do
our best for you. Solving the needs of our members
is what we are here for; and it is our honor to serve.
Thank you.
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Friends every day. Facebook is the most widely used
social media APP in the World. Log on; become a
Friend; Like Us; Follow Us! This is where the most
daily contacts will be for some time to come.
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TWITTER

The Association knows how to ‘tweet’ and is on Twitter
with our own account. Log on to www.twitter.com/
watermelonag and become part of our conversation.
Tweeting is a fun way to keep people informed of hap-
penings on a spirit of the moment. Log on; Like Us; and
Follow Us!

INSTAGRAM

The Association has an account with Instagram that
will allow us (and you) to share pictures from our own
businesses, and events. Log on to www.instagram.com/
nwawatermelonag. Imagine the beautiful pictures of
watermelon fields, the industry in action, promotional
events and families enjoying the fruits of our labor —
delicious watermelon.

National Watermelon Associati...
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PINTEREST

www.pinterest.com/watermelonag will take you to

the home of the National Watermelon Association on
Pinterest. Follow our boards and find out more about
Sarah Sladek and the XYZ University, see photos of our
members, or learn about some of the National promo-
tions our Association is involved in. We are dedicated to
making a positive difference in your business and your
life.
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Outstanding producers with great taste and presentation!

Sweet Gem ‘ e ; Kingman

Rich, glossy, dark green Bright red, crisp flesh : Bright red, crisp, firm flesh
rind Sweet and flavorful - Tasty with tiny seed pips
Deep red, crisp flesh Round to oval shape Strong vines and high yield
Sweet with excellent flavor 15 to 17 pounds ‘ potential

Round shape Excellent shipping AT 18 to 22 pounds

13 to 16 pounds capabilities A% Round-oval shape
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Exclamation - Fascination

Super crisp, deep red flesh Crisp, firm, sweet red flesh _, ! Attractive, firm red flesh
High brix and small pips Strong vine vigor p Uniform 45- and 36-count
Round to oval shape Uniform size and blocky % blocky fruit

15 to 17 pounds ' shape Excellent yield potential
Excellent shipping and Small-medium pips Very small pips

shelf life Mostly 36- and 45- count Sweet and flavorful

N. FL, AL, MS, LA GEORGIA NC, SC, VA, DE, MD
Terry Parrish Christian Dameron Jonathan Wilks
(229) 921-7803 (229) 891-8226 (910) 290-1735

PLANT CITY, FL SOUTHEAST FL TN, KY, MO, IN
Larry Pippin Robbie Bishop Wayne Eidson
C L :[]_I)) (813) 759-1111 (786) 255-3764 (615) 854-9859

SOUTHWEST FL NY, N. ENGLAND, OH, Mi WHOLESALE

——CGOMPANYE—— Kim Clifton Walker Mark Upton Blake Dexter
OualityAVesetablelSeedstSinced 928 (239) 707-5049 (315) 604-1098 (910) 372-3602
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

National Watermelon Association, Inc. &
190 Fitzgerald Roade Suite #3 * Lakeland, Florida 33813

www.watermelon.ag

The Vineline is published quarterly by the National Watermelon Association, serving our members Nationwide since SEMTI'IIS AInObLel A
1914. All rights reserved, except where otherwise noted. Printed in the USA. To subscribe or to change the address of .mm@m
a current mailing, please call the Association office in Lakeland. -"Y“é"r"'

GOLD SPONSOR
Subscription rates: USA and Canada, no charge to Association members. All others, U.S. subbscriptions, $30.00 per year (U.S.
Dollars); Canadian Subscriptions, $40.00 per year (U.S. Dollars); Other foreign subbscriptions, $50.00 per year (U.S. Dollars).

All Statements, including product claims, are those of the person or organization making the statement or claim as
it’s own, and any such statement or claim does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher.

LOAD DONORS Frey Farms Phil Turner Farms f ?EFE Gll.n?l.rrl

Gibson Produce Premier Melon TEXAS WATERMELON

Global Produce Sales Prime Time International
B&K Farms HC Schmiedling Raymon Land @ E"“- e

Publisher - National Watermelon Association ¢ Layout - www.rubberneckerdesign.com o SAKATA E CCHER

..._,.._‘_._

Bagley Produce Hoosier Fresh Farms Saikhon Company
Big Chuy Distributors llliana Chapter South East Grower POLLINATING 5PONSOR
Borders Melons Jackson Farming Sun State Produce
Browning & Sons Jackson Farms Sunterra Produce
C&S/Reid Groves Farms Jim Rash Company Sweet Mama Produce
Cacgus M_elon _ Kids Choice Texas Melon Exchange
g:ﬁilt;:-gtll:i;ru't Kirschenman Enterprises Inc The Giumarra Companies
Leger & Son Tucker Farms
Coosaw Farms MarDel Chapter Van Groningen & Sons
Dan Avila & Son i
. McMelon Inc Vincent Farms

Diamond 99 Melon 1 Wabash Valley Growers
DMC Farms Melon Acres Warren Produce
Eeg:‘; 53:1 'l’:’a‘::'n“sce Mesilla Valley Produce Westlake Produce

. MGM Wiggins Watermelon LLC
Florida Chapter Mouzin Brothers Wolf Island

(&Y BV VIRV (V)X  Alabama Chapter  North Carolina Chapter Texas Chapter

Georgia Chapter South Carolina Chapter

L
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NWA members: i
Are you ready to benefit from TAP? F

TAP /«to the 5@/{@04'%’

Allen Lund Company offers members of the NWA
our ALC Transportation Association Program

* Priority on providing capacity in tight markets

e Lane analysis including year-end reporting

* Discounted live load tracking

* Discount on Transportation Management
Software (TMS)

* EDI 214 integration

j Call our experienced watermelon team to get started

800.799.LUND (5863)
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Triple Crown Winners

Early « Firm « Flavorful

Charismatic, Kingman,
Secretariat & Unbridled

Early Maturing

G et Re ady Charismatic

45-count / Dark rind

' Secretariat
O 45-count / Traditional rind
[

Sakata’s new collection of high-yielding seedless Mid Maturing
watermelon, including Charismatic, Kingman, Secretariat and Kingman
Unbridled, offers triple the benefit with the winning features of 36/45-count / Tradlitional rind

early or mid maturity, very firm flesh and delicious flavor. With a ~
) Yo Ven Unbridled

choice of size, dark or traditional rind, and maturity rate, picking VEPAE cornt P Ty

a winner has never been so easy.

For best results, use a Sakata early pollenizer — Ace or new Wild Card. SAKATA®

© 2014 Skt S America, e sakatavegetables.com
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Exceptional!

sociation.

great Association.

Young Ag Spokesperson:
Kate Douberly

Vincent Farms; Melon

NWA Marketing Award:
The Class Produce
Group

NWA Outstanding
Service Award:
Greg Leger

In addition to the
convention attendees,
we have sent a quick
survey asking you for
your feedback, which
is important to us to be
able to improve every
year (even with success
at hand). Please, if you
have not filled it out and
returned it via email,
please do so ASAP.

To those of you that
could not join us in La
Quinta, we have issued
a short survey to find
out some key informa-
tion that will help us to
plan ahead into future
conventions. Please, if
you have not filled it out
and returned it via email,
please do so ASAP.

We hope that the pictures
on this page will help to
capture some of the key
moments of the conven-
tion in 2015. Log on

to www.watermelon.

ag to see ALL of the
photographic memories
that are captured for us
to remember La Quinta
2015. Enjoy!

The Results are In!
La Quinta 2015 was @
Huge Success!

The 101st edition of the National Watermelon As-
sociation has come and gone, and the results are still
percolating. The resort property was spectacular. The
amenities were awesome. The weather was picture
perfect. The food was delicious. The events were
timely and educational. And the results, simply ....

It was an effort for some to get there, with a few being
stranded because of ice and snow, resulting in at least
a few cancelled flights. For those leaders that could
not attend or get there, we are fortunate to have others
step up and take the lead. It was, in our famous words,
a family event. We watched as other family members
helped out when others could not be there. It is a true
testament to the family that we have here at our As-

There are so many people to thank that we do not
have enough room here in print to do the ‘Thanks’
the justice that it deserves. Needless to say ... but,
we are very thankful for all that serve, that par-
ticipate, that volunteer, that serve, that donate, that
purchase and that join us as family members of our

In addition to the Queen Competition Winners, we
would like to recognize the deserving award winners,
who we say once again ... Congratulations!

Chapter Membership Award:
Texas Watermelon Association

Annual Raffle Grand Prize Winners:
Buster Savioli; Tashi Zouras; Rob Beets

2015 Auction Award Recipients:

Acres; Melon 1; Syngenta

Bumblebees

KOPPERT'S BUMBLEBEES - "NATURE'S PERFECT POLLINATOR"

Guaranteed Availability.
Pollinates in the cold, rain, and wind.
Reared to order and delivered to your door.
Often less expensive than honeybees.

Toll-Free
1-800-928-8827

www.ABetterBee.com |(OPPERT

Info@KoppertOnline.com sioto6icat sysrems
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“I can do a mean cannon ball.”

Free from fungus, watermelons
are living the good life.

Luna® is a breakthrough systemic fungicide that works inside plants to
protect them from the most problematic diseases, including Gummy
stem blight. Luna’s systemic movement provides a new level of control.
And with a unique chemistry, Luna’s unparalleled efficacy outperforms
other fungicides to keep watermelons healthy.

In short, Luna helps keep your watermelons free from fungus so you can
deliver a high-quality product and deliver more of it.

Check out the difference Luna makes at LunaFungicides.com.

Bayer CropScience

Bayer CropScience LP, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. Always read and follow label instructions. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, and Luna are registered trademarks
of Bayer. Luna is not registered in all states. For additional product information, call toll-free 1-866-99-BAYER (1-866-992-2937) or visit our website at www.BayerCropScience.us.

CRO512LUNNAAA022V0O0OR1
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National CReJoort

National Convention

Congratulations to Emily Brown, Illiana Queen, on being selected the 2015
National Watermelon Queen during our NWA annual convention! I am
looking forward to a fun and busy year! Congratulations also to Breanna
Williams, North Carolina Queen and being chosen First Runner-up, and to
Montana Savage on being Second Runner-up. Congratulations also to Shelby
Hurley on being selected Miss Jubilee.

Emily wishes to thank NWA and MultiCorr, for their cash scholarship
awards, and Brent and Debbie Jackson for the memorial scholarship award
in memory of their son Adam and to the anonymous donor for continuing the
Oren Childers memorial scholarship fund following the death of Oren’s wife
Sue. Thanks also to Nunhems Seed for the wonderful Dell tablet, Emily loves
it! To the individuals that purchased the great items at the auction for the new
Queen, Emily will put them all to good use this year. Thank you so much for
your generosity and support.

I could not be more proud of all the girls that competed, you did your State
Associations Proud! I would like to thank Brandi Harrison again for the fan-
tastic job she did for NWA!

It was a very successful convention and auction. Kudos to President Don
Hiller and wife Mary and to NWA Executive Director Bob Morrissey, on

the accomplishment, the choice of location wasn’t too bad either! Everyone
enjoyed this beautiful, scenic resort. Queen Emily has already been very busy,
and her 2015 calendar is beginning to fill, please contact me if you are inter-
ested in having her for promotions.

Brandi’s Tour Continues

We still have much to cover from Brandi’s amazing year, with only quarterly
printing of the” Vineline” and limited space we fall far behind. We were spon-
sored to the Texas watermelon convention by Jimmy Henderson and Warren
Produce, thank you so much Brenda and Jimmy Henderson for your support!
It was so good to visit the great people of the Texas Association. Congratu-
lations to Kristin Valdadez on being selected this years’ Texas Watermelon
Queen! We look forward to working with you.

‘We were soon off to Homestead, Florida for an exciting weekend of racing,
NASCAR style, featuring our own Ross Chastain. Ross pulled double duty
at the track on the final week of the season, as he drove in the truck race on
Friday and the Nationwide race on Saturday in grand style with fabulous
WATERMELON paint jobs on both! Brandi and Meagan worked hard keep-
ing the pits supplied with refreshing watermelon! Thank you Susan Chastain.
Thanks to Melon 1 for sponsoring us to this fantastic weekend of racing.

‘We were soon off to the Florida Watermelon convention at the beautiful Sani-
bel Harbor Marriott! Thank You FWA for sponsoring Brandi back to her home
state! It was a great weekend seeing familiar watermelon family members.
President Jim Barfield had a awesome convention. Congratulations to Kelli
Wilder on being selected the Florida Watermelon Queen! We look forward to
working with you.

Our next stop was the Georgia Watermelon Convention at the beautiful King
and Prince in St Simons Island, Georgia. It was a great convention, excellent
attendance. Great to visit with Samantha and Jennifer, and catch up with old
friends. Congratulations to Carla Penny on being selected the 2015 Georgia
Watermelon Queen, we look forward to working with you! Special thanks to
GWA for sponsoring Brandi to the GWA convention.

Our next stop was Cambridge, Maryland for their annual Mar-Del convention.
It was wonderful to see old friends, and catch up. President Will Hales and
wife Candice had an excellent convention. It was also a treat to finally meet
the newest addition to the Hales family, their twins and Landry and Ledger!
They are just precious! We were so proud to be sponsored by Caitlin and Scott
Givens who will have a new addition to their family, a little girl come June.
Thank you Caitlin and Scott! It was great to see and visit with Shelby. Brandi
and I were honored to be a part of their 50 year celebration of the Mar-Del
Association. Congratulations to Courtney Hastings on being selected the 2015
Mar-Del Watermelon Queen! Emily and I look forward to working with you.

Thank you again Caitlin and Scott!
Thank you again Brandi Harrison!

Eleanor T. Bullock

NWA Promotion Coordinator
etb.nwa@gmail.com
229.273.8638 work
229.322.9933 cell

New President Dennis Mouzin presents Brandi with the Queen
Award for a job well done!

The Queen and her court, Emily, Breanna Williams First-
Runner-up and Montana Savage, Second Runner-up

The Nunhems Group presents our new Queen with a Dell
Tablet, thank you!

Outgoing President Don Hiller, presents Emily with scholar-
ship check from Brent and Debbie Jackson in memory of their
son Adam Jackson

11. Kendra Kennedy presents Emily with Memorial Scholar-
ship from an anonymous donor in memory of Oren Childers

Jessie Wiggins presents Emily with luggage purchased for her
by Wiggins Watermelons

Congratulations from Emily’s parents,
Bruce and Bonnie Brown

2015 National
Watermelon
Queen, Miss
Emily Brown

The Traditional Crowning photo, all the former
National Queens in attendance at convention,
welcome to the sisterhood Emily!

With Affirmed, Bold Ruler and Citation,
Growers across the country are enjoying the

benefits of wide adaptability, high yield,
excellent uniformity and sweet flavor.

SAKATA

www.sakata.com

A Wmnihgflm&up?

© 2012 Sakata Seed America, Inc.




8 ¢ the Vineline National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2015

Shipping watermelons year-round
Watermelons individuallyweighed & inspected

Arnold Mack * Brenda Mack ¢ Chandler Mack
Jon Mack ¢ Doug Miller ¢ Nick Leger
Ken Wiles ¢ Darlena Keene (Accounting)

Phone: 800.334.1112 Fax: 863.678.0022
Accounting Office 863.692.1200

Mack Farm, Inec. River Packing, Inc MeTruek, Ine
growing all packing and

varieties of shipping potatoes & Durh
potatoes & onions Pearson
watermelons year round
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Brandi visits with
sponsor Jimmy
Henderson of Warren
Produce at the Texas
Convention in
McAllen, Texas

Kendell and Brandi
congratulate Kristin
Valdadez, 2015
Texas Watermelon
Queen

Mr. Jim Henderson
chats with Brandi
during the Texas
convention

E =1 ——— -
Homestead Raceway, Sponsor Rich Chastain, Brandi, driver
Ross Chastain and Meagan

Meagan, Ross’s Mom Susan
Chastain, and Brandi as the
girls serve watermelon in
the Pitt area in Homestead

& CHEP

Brandi and Jimmy’s wife
Brenda Henderson plant a
kiss on a surprised Jimmy

Brandi and the lovely
GWA Queen Jennifer

Driver Ross
Chastain with
Brandi at the
track

L A, - -t
Congratulations to Carla Penny, 2015 Georgia
Watermelon Queen

Welcomed to Florida by FWA President

Jim Barfield and wife Linda ‘Welcomed to the Mar-Del Convention by Coordinator and

sponsor Caitlin Givens and Queen Shelby

Queen Brandi enjoys
the Mar-Del 50 year
Celebration
Convention

Brandi gives
Arnold Mack
a hug!

Mar-Del President Will Hales and wife Candice
(2006 National Queen)

Congratula-
tions to Kelli
Wilder 2015
Florida
Watermelon
Queen Thank You Scott and Caitlin Givens for sponsoring
us to Mar-Del

Congratulations from all the visiting Queens and Shelby to
Courtney Hastings, 2015 Mar-Del Watermelon Queen

Brandi welcomed by GWA President Rich Chastain to the
GWA Convention

Proud partner with NWA for 6 ye:ars.

chep.com
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International Paper is The Specialist
in Bulk Food Packaging

International Paper is positioned to meet your bulk produce packaging
needs as never before. With our expanded network of plants we can
deliver the packaging you need, when you need it. Coupled with a
dedicated Sales and Service team, International Paper is not just a
supplier but a partner with the produce industry.

International Paper Bulk Packaging provides the strength and features
you can rely on to protect and deliver your product to the retail market.

* 40 years of experience

* Sets up fast and locks securely

* Stable when handled

* Network of plants and distribution centers that make supply seamless

* Use of High-Performance linerboard and structural design elements
improve performance and protect the product

* Recyclable product that meets sustainability needs
* Wide range of graphic capabilities

.Butler
Richmond

® Exeter

_.Morristown

, .Boga-lusa =
@ Lafayette

For information contact:

Bogalusa, LA (98b) 732-8825
Butler, IN (800) 355-9723
Exeter, CA (559) 594-1003
Lafayette, LA (800) 737-2267
Morristown, TN (800) 264-8650
Richmond, VA  (877) 291-9855

INTERNATIONAL@PAPER

Bulk Packaging
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Alabama CRgport

Greetings from the Alabama Association!

This year has already started with a busy January
and February. Queen Montana and I were able
to enjoy the beautiful St. Simons Island during
the Georgia Watermelon Association Convention.
Then we were off to Maryland for a great MarDel

compare to the wonderful weather and beautiful
La Quinta Resort in Palm Springs for the National
Watermelon Convention.

The Alabama Watermelon Association Convention
was held in February at the Beau Rivage Resort in
Biloxi, Mississippi. This year’s convention was

a huge success and could not have been possible
without our convention sponsors. We would like
to thank all the businesses and individuals that
donated or bought items at our annual auction.
Thank you again for all your support.

This year we had four wonderful young ladies
compete for position of the 2015 Alabama Water-
melon Queen. Congratulations to the 2015 Queen
Lenze Morris from Ozark, 1st runner-up Paige
Severino from Enterprise and Miss Jubilee Kristy
SantaCruz from Bay Minette. Thank you to our
Queen Contestant Sponsors: Billy Smith-Billy
Smith’s Watermelons, Inc., Jeff Garrett - Clifton
Seed Company, Kendra Kennedy-Intergro, Jim
Mastropietro-International Paper, and Joe Watson-
Rouses Supermarkets.

Queen Lenze and I are both very excited to get
started this year. We will be attending the Cooper
River Run in South Carolina in March and headed
to the National Watermelon Promotion Board
training in North Carolina in April. Following the
training we will start the 2015 Queen Tour visiting
elementary schools all across Alabama, attending
watermelon festivals and farmers markets, com-
plete farm tours in Alabama, Georgia, and Florida,
and many other exciting promotions.

Last but not least, the Alabama Watermelon Asso-
ciation would like to congratulate our 2014 Queen
Montana Savage on being selected 2nd runner up
at the National Watermelon Queen Competition.
Montana has done a great job and has represented
the Alabama Association with great pride and
elegance! In addition, thank you to all that have
helped make her year so special!

See you all soon,
Katie Eubanks
Promotions Coordinator

334-237-0600
Katie . Eubanks2 @gmail.com

A Wmnmgﬁ[dm&up!

© 2012 Sakata Seed America, Inc.

Watermelon Association Convention. Nothing can

Congratulations 2015 AL Queen Lenze Morris and 1st runner
up Paige Severino.

The beautiful Queens enjoyed getting to see the historic light
house at St. Simons Island, GA.

Mr. Billy and Mrs. Corliss Smith congratulate Lenze of
becoming the 2015 AL Queen.

Ms. Mary Jones and Ms. Cheryl Hicks with Queen Montana at
the Georgia Convention.

Congratulations Carla
Penny on becoming the
2015 Georgia
Watermelon Queen.

Queen Montana and Mr. Myron Harrison enjoy a beautiful
view at the top of the mountain in Palm Springs.

Mr. Richard with Nunhems teachmg Montana a few last
minute tips at Nationals.

Queen Montana and FL Queen Meagan Morgan enjoying the
band at the Alabama Convention.

Congratulations to all the 2014 Watermelon Queens, you all
have done an amazing job representing the industry this year!

Kendra Kennedy, 2015 AL Queen Lenze, and Steve Crowder
clowning around at the Alabama Convention.

All the Alabama “has been’s” with the 2014 Queen, Montana
and 2015 Queen, Lenze.

Congratulations 1st runner up, North Carolina Queen Breanna
Williams, 2015 National Queen Emily, and 2nd runner up AL
Queen Montana.

2015 AWA President Mr. Jeff Garrett and his wife Bobbie Jo
with the newly crowned Alabama Queen, Lenze.

With Affirmed, Bold Ruler and Citation,
Growers across the country are enjoying the
benefits of wide adaptability, high yield,
excellent uniformity and sweet flavor.

SAKATA

www.sakata.com
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Siegers...more than seed

- 3\ Our extensive selection and consultant’s knowledge
: t; - .. of varieties benefits you, our valued customer.

Excellent uniformity, é)ctemai quality
and internal quality! A triploid with
high yields. Tolerant to Hollow Heart.

SUGAR COAT

Triploid  with  consistent  uniform
size from first to last pick. Sweet
taste, distinctive dark red, firm flesh.
Vigorous plant with high vields and
exceptional overall quality.

SWEET POLLY

Medium large triploid with strong vines
and exceptional rind appearance. High
quality dark red flesh is firm with small
pips. Resistance to Fusarium Wilt and
Anthracnose Race 1. Mostly 45 count.

r....-\

i el

1-800-962-4999 « www.siegers.com
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Florida CRefport

Queen Meagan &
2015 GWQ Carla
Penny!
“Congratulations!”

Greetings from Florida!

This year started off with our 47th Annual Florida Water- Winners of our Sced Spitting Contest: *Congratulationst™
melon Association held at the beautiful Sanibel Harbour
Resort in Sanibel, Florida on Jan. 16-18. After an exciting
weekend of competition, Saturday evening’s banquet ended
with the crowning of our new Florida Queen Kelli Wilder.
She is the 21 year old daughter of Rich and LaRaye Rowe
of Arcadia, Florida. Kelli attends Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity in Fort Myers where she is majoring in Communica-
tions. The first runner-up is Brie Edmister of Wesley Chapel, -
Florida and the second runner-up is Meleah McMillen of Xl Surior Drtver Fome Chastain iver of 10 and Moo Enjoying the beautifl view of t.Simon sand
Fort Pierce, Florida. Meleah also received the “Miss Jubi- sports #4. ' '
lee Award”. Queen Meagan and Queen Kelli would like to
thank everyone that bought or purchased items for them at
our watermelon auction. Also Congratulations to Patty Swil-
ley for receiving the “2015 Outstanding Service Award”.
Congratulations to All!!!

The last weekend of January, Queen Meagan and I were off 2015 FWA Judges
to the Georgia Watermelon Convention held at the King and '
Prince Beach & Golf Resort in St. Simons, Georgia. A spe-
cial thank you to Melon 1 for sponsoring us for this event.
Also thank you to Harry Vaughn and Melon 1 for purchasing
the “Wizard of Oz” picture for Queen Meagan. She loves it.
Congratulations to Carla Penney for being selected as the
2015 Georgia Watermelon Queen.

Congratulations to
the Mar-Del Queen
Courtney Hastings.

“2015 Outstanding
Service Award” — Mrs.
Patty Swilley.

Thank you

Mr. Billy Smith
for my
watermelon jeans.

Then Queen Meagan and I were off to the 50th Annual
Mar-Del Watermelon Convention held at the Hyatt Regency
Chesapeake Bay Resort in Cambridge, Maryland. Thanks
again to Melon 1 for sponsoring us. Congratulations to
Courtney Hastings for being chosen as the 2015 Mar-Del
Watermelon Queen.

Queen Meagan and I were on the road again for our last
state watermelon convention together in my hometown
Biloxi, Mississippi at the Beau Rivage Resort and Casino
for their 35th Annual Alabama Watermelon Convention.

2015 Alabama
® Watermelon

Thanks to Arnold Mack with McMelon, Inc. & Billy Smith’s Congratulations to Brie Edmister- First Runner ~Up, Florida Queen - Miss
. . Watermelon Queen Kelli Wilder, Second Runner-up & Miss o
Watermelons, Inc. for sponsoring us. Congratulations to “Tubiloe - Moleah MeMillen.

Miss Lenze Morris for being crowned as the 2015 Alabama
Watermelon Queen.

Then Meagan and I were off to LaQuinta, California for
the National Watermelon Convention held at the LaQuinta
Resort and Club. Congratulations to Emily Brown for be-
ing crowned the 2015 National Watermelon Queen. All the
state’s queen did a wonderful job representing their state
Chapters' We are very prOUd of Queen Meagan with the .]Ob Our Dearest “Has Been’s” congratulate Queen Kelli Wilder.
that she has done for us this year as our spokesperson. I Meagan, Brandi, Katelyn, Tara, Jenny, Heather & Bonnie.
would like to wish her good luck in this year on her future
endeavors. Queen Meagan and I would also like to thank ev-
eryone for all that you’ve done for us this year to make this
a wonderful and memorable year. Queen Meagan and I will
always cherish the wonderful place and memories we’ve
have had this year being together. We would also like to
thank her mom Peggy for sharing her with us this past year
and providing lots of support!

Enjoy a wonderful dinner at “Arnold Palmer Restaurant” with
Wishing everyone a successful watermelon season.... until President Jim Barfield and his wife Linda. Thank you!!
next time! F

Debra Harrison

Florida Watermelon Promotions Coordinator
Email: debra@flfwa.com

Home: (863) 494-1163

Cellular: (863) 633-8306

Thanks Rich Chastain & Melon 1 for sponsoring us. Queen Meagan congratulating Emily Brown as being crowned
the 2015 National Watermelon Queen!

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPORTATIDN ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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‘ﬂ. IsinK has a

of Protection for You!

Cruzin™ Fungicide consists of essential organic

spices and oils, in combination with our proprietary
manufacturing process, providing the best effects of
fungal disease control for vegetables, fruits and trees.

Cruzin™ Kills diseases and also provides a probiotic
effect, with ZERO re-entry time.

Bionic™ is a high energy (Synergistic) PI'IWGII, Eﬁﬂﬂll\le HIII!IIGI[IB
biological surfactant which intensifies low e Controls White Mold, Botrytis, Powdery and
energy chemicals. Some herbicides are low Downy Mildew, to name a few diseases

energy, adding Bionic™ will raise the energy
level and the herbicides can be more
effective. This is true for most fungicides, e Has protective and curative disease control
insecticides, and foliar feeding nutrients
as well. You will notice that Bionic™ will
enhance all the PI’OdUCfS that Yyou use from e /ero re-entry after app]ica’[ion
pesticides, fungicides tfo fertilizer.

e Changes the environment to which diseases cannot survive

e Made with pharmaceutical grade ingredients

e Assists the photosynthesis process

e Opens up the pores of the plant making the nutrients or
chemicals more efficient

¢ Has billions of protein cells enhancing growth and reproduction

e Use Bionic each time you spray a fungicide, insecticide,
herbicide and/or foliar feeding

* Biological Synergistic enables a low rate of application

Organic Products Mean Consumer Safety,
Not Poor Performance.

P.O. Box 5069, Grand Forks, ND 58206
877-246-9722 | biodougalinkusa@aol.com

micronutrientsonline.com

A. Link’s products are used by both conventional and organic
growers and are not crop specific... Gardeners to large production.

CruzingEungicidelandiBioniciarelnoticroplispecifict
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Georgia Report

Greetings from Georgia!

We’re proud to report on a tremendous annual conference
back in St. Simons this year. We held our meeting at the
King & Prince Beach and Gold Resort where attendees
enjoyed a day at the shooting range, golf course and a
packed out convention!

More than 200 growers and watermelon agribusinesses
joined us this year and we raised $250,000 through the
live auction. A BIG THANKS to our load donors, buyers
and other auction supporters for this 2015 event. This as-
sociation will thrive due to your support and passion for
the industry and we’re excited about the upcoming year.
Also, thanks for the support given by our CORPORATE
sponsors for the meeting; it would not be possible with-
out your kind donations.

We were excited to have EIGHT top notch contestants for
our annual queen contest this year that competed thanks

to our contestant sponsors. THANK YOU Leger & Son
Inc., Borders Melons East, Pal King Pallets, Seminis Seed,
Gerrald’s Vidalia Sweet Onions, Jackson Farming Com-
pany, Atlantic Pallet Exchange and Harry & Cindy Vaughn
for your support of our contestants! Congratulations to

our 2nd runner up, Isabella Connor sponsored by Pal-King
Pallets and 1st runner up, Andi Dickerson sponsored by
Borders Melons East, and our Miss Jubilee Winner, Mary
Peyton Fowler sponsored by Jackson Farming Company.
Finally —congratulations to our 2015 Georgia Watermelon
Queen, Miss Carla Penney! Carla is from Vienna, Georgia,
and 1s currently attending the University of Georgia study-
ing history. She was sponsored by Leger & Son, Inc.

Queen Carla has started her year on the run! Thanks to
our sponsor Melon 1, we attended the Southern Exposure
in Orlando and networked with retail buyers. Carla also
attended and was interviewed at the annual Cordele-
Crisp County Fish Fry at the Railroad Depot and passed
out watermelon salsa at the annual Georgia Ag Day at
the Capitol. Later this spring, Carla will travel to North
Carolina for Watermelon Ambassador Training with the
National Watermelon Promotion Board, swing over to
Charleston, SC to hand out watermelon to the thousands
of runners at the Cooper River Bridge Run, and attend a
Feed My School event in Jackson County. Whew!

If you are interested in booking our new Georgia Water-
melon Queen, please call ahead to schedule a date for our
2014 tour by contacting Samantha Tankersley Kilgore at
706-845-8575 or skilgore@asginfo.net.

In closing, GWA would like to congratulate Miss Jennifer
Eadie on an outstanding 2014 year and a great job represent-
ing our state and industry at the 101st National Watermelon
Convention held in beautiful Palm Springs, California. We
could NOT be more proud of you as an outstanding person
and solid representative of the industry.

Looking forward to seeing you all this summer!

Sincerely,

Samantha Tankersley Kilgore
Promotions Coordinator
706-845-8575

stankersley @asginfo.net

s e

A Winning Eine-up!

© 2012 Sakata Seed America, Inc. —

Queen Jennifer and 2015 Queen Carla celebrating
with other state queens.

X Fortl
Greeting Congressmen at Ag Day

Queen Carla interviewing at the
Cordele Fish Fry in Atlanta.

S0
7

Thank you Melon 1 for inviting us to Orlando

Passing out yummy watermelon
g Y y for Southern Exposure!

salsa at Ag Day

Georgia Queen Carla, Florida Queen Kelly and National
Queen Emily at Southern Exposure.

Our 8 great contestants at the

2015 GWA Convention in St. Simons Queen Jennifer and 2015 Queen Carla alongside past Georgia

Queens at Convention!

With Affirmed, Bold Ruler and Citation,
Growers across the country are enjoying the
benefits of wide adaptability, high yield,
excellent uniformity and sweet flavor.

SAKATA

www.sakata.com
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A Round of Applause for  watermelon'or
Our Watermelon Queens!

NWPB would like to first say their sincerest thank you to all of the outgoing watermelon queens for their
year of dedicated service to the watermelon industry. We'd also like to congratulate all of the state and

regional associations’ newly crowned “crop” of watermelon queens, including National Watermelon
Queen Emily Brown from llliana. Get ready for a very exciting year of promotions!
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NWPB held its spring board meeting on February 19t b ”ﬁ'

in conjunction with the National Watermelon Association ' &/ —

convention in La Quinta, California. The meeting began

with the swearing in of new board members by USDA. ~

Communications, marketing, food service, and research . 0 [

programs were presented and approved for the 0 ) .
e edla €3 es Tea S €3 O 3 e :

2015-2016 year.
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TJ Runyan was re-elected as the board’s president and gs, hea ormatio On, ana@ year-rouna entertaining 1ae

Tony Moore was elected vice president. Congratulations € meaia already avallable oniine at Vvatermeion.org '

to the officers and new board members! P al mailing going out to nearly 4,000 targeted media, food
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TRIZHiIsHTIL

Specialiying in plord graffing

Tri-Hishtil is an
international partnership
that brings together
decades of worldwide
agricultural experience in
plant-grafting, production,
and soil management.

=j

| * 13

TRIHISHTIL.COM




19 « the Vineline National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2015

IUliana CRe}aort

Queen Emily

Jeff Blann

What an ending to our year and beginning of a new
year we have had!! Queen Emily was busy promot-
ing to the very end of her reign. She finished out the
year by bringing in the New Year at the annual Wa-
termelon Drop in Vincennes, IN. Thank you to Jeff
Blann of Blann Farms for sponsoring this event.

In January we traveled to Bloomington Indiana to

help with a Kroger Grand Re-Opening. Chef Poon
came to help with this event as well. Thank you

ily’s Tour with the Illiana Watermelon Association as

Greetings to Everyone from IWA!!! vith Sponsor ....--

Queen Emily with former National Queens -
Handing down the crown

Mouzin Brother Farms for sponsoring this event. %ﬁ?ﬁzlzvg?s
Watermelon

Then we traveled to Ft. Myers Florida to attend the Dsodtation
Florida Watermelon Association Convention. e

2015 National
These events brought us to the closing of Queen Em- gﬁiﬁgefn
iss Emily

Brown!!!!

our 2014 Queen. But little did we know, she would
go on to the National Convention to be crowned as

Meet the 2015 TWA y
Queen Miss Lindsey [ S
Hampton |

Congratulations Miss Emily, we are so very proud

of YOU!!! Along with Miss Emily representing the
IWA as our National Queen, we also have Mr. Den-
nis Mouzin of the IWA serving as the President of the
National Watermelon Association this year as well.
IWA is so very proud to have these two representing
on a National level during the same year. Good Luck
to both of you!

Sponsor Mouzin
Brother Farms with
. Chef Poon and

* Queen Emily

Now on to our convention where Miss Emily gave up
her crown to the new 2015 Illiana Watermelon Asso-
ciation Queen Miss Lindsey Hampton.

Queen Lindsey with former IWA Queens handing
down the crown

Thank you to FreyCo Produce for sponsoring Lindsey
at the pageant. First Runner-Up was Taylor Goodman
and Second Runner-Up was Ashley Layman. Con-
gratulations to all of these young women.

Four days after being crowned, Queen Lindsey was
off and running at her first promotion. She attended
Ag Day at Vincennes University handlng Out free Chapter Queens having some fun at FL. Convention!!
watermelon to everyone.

Queen Lindsey is looking forward to this upcoming
year as our queen and I am sure she will do a fabulous
job!!!

Spring is right around the corner and things are wind- National War 2015
ing back up for another great year of promotions. Queen - Miss Emily
Thanks again to all of our sponsors. It is because of you
that we are able to go out and promote our industry.

Sincerely,
Lori Edwards

Promotions Coordinator

Starting her journey as |
National Queen with
Miss Eleanor

Handing out free samples at AG Day

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPURTATIDN ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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A watermelon program for early
SEED\WAY, and season- long yields!

Quality Seeds, Quality Service

SEEDWAY Vegetable Seeds www.seedway.com 800-952-7333 »
Walk-ins

welcome at our
Lakeland facility!
7am-4:30 pm

CITATION

eEarly!

eJump starts the season with its
remarkably early maturity.
eDeep red flesh.

¢12-14 |bs, 60 count.

*78 days.

BOLD RULER

eSets early with high yield
potential.

eExcellent uniformity.
*16-20 Ibs, 45 count.

*83 days.

AFFIRMED

*Performs well in diverse growing
conditions.

eConsistent yields of 16-20 Ib fruit.
*Bright red flesh is crisp and sweet.
*90 days.

Our experienced representatives can help you!

Butch Brady 727-744-6363 = Ralph Hendry 561-662-4329 « Joe Jones 910-610-3306
Jim Plunkett 803-664-0070 eTony Rice 813-477-1407 « Steve Richardson 229-319-5991
Jim Thomas 352-427-0479S = Michael Everson 229-319-9674 ¢ Craig Mathis 270-704-9177

Jake Cowart 863-608-5252¢ Kevin Hosey 865-548-7333
SEEDWAY Vegetable Seeds 3810 Drane Field Road, Unit 30 ¢ Lakeland, FL 33811
www.seedway.com * 863-648-4242
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Mar-Del CRe]oort

Greetings from the Mar-Del Watermelon Association!

The snow has FINALLY melted and we are experiencing some warmer
weather now, but we are ready for Spring and even more so, Summer! Since
our last edition, we have had quite an eventful winter. Queen Shelby at-
tended the Delaware Speedway Banquet in Dover, DE, where she received
recognition for our association being a sponsor for 2014.

The next weekend we were off to Sanibel Island in Florida for the
Florida Watermelon Convention, where we were met with a bit of warm
weather and southern sunshine! We had a fabulous time and Shelby was
excited to welcome a new watermelon sister to the family, as well as
spend time with the other state queens, as there time together was ticking
away...Thank you to Meagan and Miss Debra for hosting such a won-
derful convention!

The Delaware Agriculture Dinner in Dover, DE was the next week

and Shelby greeted attendees and she was able to talk to some politi-
cal figures she had previously met during her reign, including Delaware
Secretary of Agriculture, Ed Kee.

‘We hit the sky for Georgia’s Watermelon Convention in St. Simons Island
the next weekend and boy did we enjoy more southern weather and hos-
pitality! Shelby had the opportunity to spend this weekend with almost
all the state queens, South Carolina’s newly crowned queen Sydney, and
together they all welcomed a new Georgia queen. Thank you to Samantha
and Jennifer for having us join in your fabulous weekend of festivities!

The following week Shelby went to the Maryland Agriculture Dinner,
where she tasted appetizers from all across Maryland and mingled with
guests, including the new Secretary of Agriculture, Joseph Bartenfelder,
who would join us at our convention just a few days later.

The next day, we kicked off our annual convention and this year we cel-
ebrated our 50th Anniversary. Queen Shelby and I welcomed five wonder-
ful queen contestants to the Hyatt Regency in Cambridge, MD as well as
many state queens. We were so delighted to have so many state queens
able to attend this year as Shelby has grown many close friendships with
them all. Farmers attended seminars on Friday afternoon and we had a
“Star-Studded Red Carpet” themed dinner in the evening. We held our
seed spit competition on Saturday morning and the winners were Youth

— Matt Hurley, Male — Jason Tennefoss, Female — Lani Kennedy Har-
mon, and Queen — our very own, Shelby Hurley. After lunch, we had an
afternoon of auction items and loads. We had a fantastic auction and we
appreciate everyone who purchased items and or loads to help our associa-
tion and everything that we do. At our banquet in the evening we handed
out two scholarships. Our Delaware Scholarship winner was Miss Emma
Rider and Maryland Scholarship winner was Miss Erica Willing. Also
recognized at our banquet was the Lifetime Achievement Winner and this
year’s well-deserving winner was Mrs. Dawn Collins, who has contributed
many years to our association, including to the Queen Program and hold-
ing several appointed positions. Congratulations Dawn! At the conclusion
of our night, we crowned our new queen. The 2015 Mar-Del Watermelon
Queen is Miss Courtney Hastings. Courtney is the 22 year old daughter of
Shelley Hastings, the late Ray Hastings, and Dr. William Lane of Laurel,
Delaware. She is currently a senior at Stevenson University studying
Communication. We are truly delighted to welcome Courtney into our
watermelon family and we look forward to a fantastic year ahead!

Just enough time to pack and we were leaving again for Nationals in La
Quinta, California! A full day of traveling, but once we arrived, we knew
this place looked like we had stepped into a movie set! Lush green grass,
flowers blooming everywhere, a pool around every corner, and a “real”
mountain as the backdrop that we could literally touch...a true paradise
in the desert. We took a tour and learned of the glamorous lifestyles

of Hollywood’s most beloved superstars and enjoyed a ride on a tram
that took us to the top of one of the highest mountains in Palm Springs,
where there was snow! Finally it was time to get down to business and
Shelby represented our association very well and we are all very proud
of her. Shelby’s own peers voted her Miss Jubilee, which was well-de-
served and we thank you all who were able to join us and to those of you
who have supported Shelby throughout her rein. Thank you Shelby for
all your hard work and dedication to the industry.

We have a full spring ahead and we wish you all a successful season.
We have plants to go water...so until next time, get outside and enjoy a
refreshing slice of watermelon!

Sincerely,

Caitlin Givens

Promotions Coordinator

Mar-Del Watermelon Association

GCHEP

Shelby with John and Alisa Lapide from Melon1. Thank you
Melonl for all your support this year!

We were so happy to see Arnold Mack and Brenda in FL. Lots
of well wishes to Arnold.

In Georgia we got to see Juliemar Rosado and meet the newest
member to NWPB, Megan McKenna. Welcome Meagan! We

are happy to have you.
R S, ARCATE

S
L Whis

Shelby and GA queen Jennifer. Thank you for such a fabulous
convention!

DE Dept. of Ag Secretary Ed Kee joins Queen Shelby and
some of our board members, Jay Rider, Doug Corey, Mark and
Dawn Collins, Kevin and Katey Evans, Travis Hastings, Will

Hales, and Ray Vincent.

Shelby congratulates
our 2015
‘Watermelon Queen
Miss Courtney Hast-
ings. Congratulations
Courtney and wel-
come to our family!

Jay Rider presents the Lifetime Achievement Award to Mrs.
Dawn Collins. Thank you Dawn for all you have done and still
do for us! We are so appreciative of you.

Joseph Bartenfelder presents a proclamation from the State of
Maryand for the Association’s 50th Anniversary to one of its
founding fathers, Mr. Donald Hales.

{

Shelby in her evening gown surrounded by our queen contes-
tants, Ashley Hastings, Courtney Hastings, Amy Wiggles-

Shelby welcomes
guests on our very
own Red Carpet
to celebrate Mar-
Del Watermelon
Association’s 50th
Anniversary.

A5 -

A National Convention in beautiful Palm Springs, CA at the La
Quinta Spa and Resort.

The queens took this convertible for a cruise in
their promotional wear.

&

4

Thank you to Bob Gibson, Harry Vaughn, Mark and Dawn
Collins, and Ray and Teresa Vincent for a delicious dinner out
while in Palm Springs.

Congratulations to Illiana’s Emily Brown for being crowed the
2015 National Watermelon Queen!

The queens after the seed spit...and Shelby takes 1st in the
Queen Division!

Proud partner with NWA for 6 ye.-a'rﬁ.

chep.com
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' "*7?: — p:;Strong vigorous plant with mid-early
"‘.Zj.'-z_ﬁz'-.""_' * maturity
Blocky fruits of medium green color with
”- . dark green stripes and a firm, crisp, dark

ey ‘red interior

GO the dlStanCe Wlth thls & ’fﬁ 14—20Ib fruits with high brix

.._

;rellable watermelonl _

5 '.L» }'—e.... ?
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Wayfarer

Strong vigorous plant

Great traditional sugar baby flavor oo

Very firm crisp flesh, excellent shipping =~ ’ _

ability . . ! 3
Well adapted to grafting on TZ 148 fter only one bite you ll

take a fruit home'

Sldeklck

High numbers of male flowers with an
extended flowering period
Small vine blends into seedless plants

. " | o el & produces very small fruits
N ’iﬁ » er omniz - 100% seedless planting, pollinates

extremely well

t?rplcud watermelons'

Worried about CGMMV?

We’re leading the industry in the fight against Cucumber Green
Mottle Mosaic Virus! To learn more, please scan the code or visit:
www.hmclause.com/cgmmy

HM.CLAUSE, Inc.
555 Codoni Avenue, Modesto, CA 95357 B Toll Free: 800.320.4672 ® www.hmclause.com HM® CLAUSE
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North Carolina Re]oort

Greetings from North Carolina

Queen Breanna Williams was an outstanding
watermelon ambassador for the NC Watermelon
Association and we would like to thank her for

a great year. She always had a smile on her face
and loved talking with the young and the young
at heart about watermelon. We also want to con-
gratulate Queen Breanna on being selected First
Runner Up at the 2015 National Watermelon
Queen Pageant in La Quinta, CA. Breanna want-
ed an opportunity to say a farewell to all of her
supporters this year.

Watermelon family,

This year has been a wonderful experience, and

I still can’t believe it is all coming to an end. I
have loved every minute of my year as the North
Carolina Watermelon Queen, and I look forward
to more opportunities to serve the watermelon and
agriculture industry in the future. Whether I was
passing out watermelon to children or marathon
runners, touring farms, or sharing information
with consumers in a grocery store, I have always
been proud to represent the North Carolina Water-
melon Association. I have enjoyed working with
all members and friends of the North Carolina Wa-
termelon Association this year. I have also been
blessed with the opportunity to work closely with
Brandi Harrison, the 2014 National Watermelon
Queen, and all of the other 2014 state watermelon
queens. I have made so many lifelong friends
during this journey, and I will carry all of these
memories with me forever. I am very thankful for
this experience and for all of the people who have
touched my heart this year.

Love,
Breanna Williams
2014 NC Watermelon Queen

Also in this issue are a few photos from the 2015
NC Watermelon Association’s 34th Annual Con-
vention held in Wrightsville Beach, NC. Con-
gratulation to Miss Carmen Honeycutt of Angier,
NC who was selected to represent the NC wa-
termelon industry for 2015. It was a wonderful
weekend and we are looking forward to a very
exciting year!

Sharon Rogers
Promotions Coordinator 336-583-9630
ncwatermelonqueen @ gmail.com

2015 National Watermelon Queen Pageant NC Queen Breanna
— Ist Runner Up, Emily Brown — National Queen and Montana

Savage — 2nd Runner Up

State Queens having fun at the NWA Convention opening
events

Breanna getting ready
for the NWA seed
spit contest

Breanna along with her queen sisters getting ready for the
President’s Reception

TES :
The La Quinta Resort was enjoyed by all at the
NWA Convention

Jeff Batten, James Sharp, Tony Moore, Josh Rowe and Frank
Howell offering Breanna support at the NWA Convention

NWPB'’s Stephanie Barlowe and NWA President Don Hiller
congratulate Breanna

Queen Breanna, Carmen Honeycutt, Shelby Bireley dnd SC
Queen Sydney Ford at the NCWA Convention

ﬂI\W

Steve VanMeter purchased an original painting by Queen

Breanna at the NCWA Auction

Jim Ray supported
the NCWA auction
by purchasing a
painting done by
Breanna’s Aunt
Kelly

NCWA Queen Pageant — 2014 Queen Breanna, second runner
up Samantha Romero, 2015 Queen Carmen Honeycutt and first
runner up Shelby Bireley

NWA Executive Director Bob Morrissey with our 2015 Queen
Carmen and 2014 Queen Breanna

The state queens show of their new shirts from Queen Brandi

and Eleanor

Past NCWA Queens welcomed Carmen
into the watermelon family

800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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_ Seminis

A Joy to Grow. A Ride of Great Taste.

ummer - —~—————— g e |

$ |
5 _

_ 9 2 Take a Joy Ride back in time with our newest
l e addition to the Seminis® watermelon pipeline.

This new seedless watermelon variety
will bring you back to the summers of
yesteryear. Joy Ride is highly adaptable and
suitable for growing across all of the U.S,,
producing a large percentage of 36-count
watermelon in all regions'. Joy Ride offers a
thick rind and firm fruit with uniform setting,
plus has a vigorous plant type with good
canopy coverage. In trials, it holds a high
average Degrees Brix of 11.5, coming in
second only to Seminis variety SV7018WAZ.

VIn trials conducted in Clayton, NC, Blackville, SC, and Tifton, GAiIn 20714.

*In trials conducted in Clayton, NC, Blackville, SC, and Tifton, GA In 2014, Top 5 performers for Brix Include: 1) SV7018WA, 2] Joy Ride (trialeg under precommercial
variely name SVB2Z98WA), 3) Tri X 313, 4) Troubadour and 5) Declaration. Trials Included seedless watermelon varieties.

Seminis® is a registered trademark of Seminis Vegetable Seeds, Inc. ©® 2015 Seminis Vegetable Seeds, Inc.
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South Carolina CRqoort

National &8

It is time to say goodbye to Brooke Allender, our 2014 Competition,
SCWQ, and welcome Sydney Ford as the new 2015 Palin Springs.
SCWQ. Brooke did an outstanding job of representing

our association at Nationals and we wish her the very best
with her future endeavors.

Sydney is from Gaffney, S.C. and is the daughter of Jan-
ice Ford and the late Billy D. Ford. She is a 20 year old
junior at The University of South Carolina majoring in
Public Relations with a minor in Political Science. She is
currently a page for the S.C. State House Ways and Means
Committee. Sydney’s scholastic achievements include
Palmetto Fellow Scholarship, Dean’s Scholar Award,
Capstone Scholars Program, University 101 Peer Leader,
Chi Omega Sorority, Alpha Lamba Delta Honor Society
and Palmetto Girls State. After graduation, Sydney plans
to apply to law school and eventually work in media law
or within the government.

The S.C. Watermelon Association Convention was a
huge success this year raising over $220,000 at the an-
nual auction in Columbia, S.C. Educational programs
as well as fun events were a hit with those in attendance
and President, Angela Chappell of Coosaw Farms,
passed the gavel along to Scotty Sandifer of Sandifer

& Sons in Blackville, S.C. Scotty and wife, Kitty, are
looking forward to the next two years and leading our
association to continued success.

Sydney and Ann
on their first
official trip to
Georgia. |

Brooke leaving
for evening gown

2 oW competition.

Sydney began her travels by attending the Georgia Con
vention in Sea Island, Georgia and then it was on to the
Illiana Convention in French Lick, Indiana. She is also
planning to attend the N.C. Convention in Wrightsville
Beach, N.C.

Upcoming promotions for the S.C. Queen include the
Commissioner’s Cup BBQ Competition in Columbia,
S.C. on March 27th-28th, as well as the S.C. Cooper
River Bridge Run on March 26th-March 29th in Charles-
ton, S.C. This function is sponsored by Bi-Lo and at-
tending Queens will be present at the Expo as well as the
bridge run that includes 40,000 runners and an estimated
150,000 spectators. Many thanks go to the Coordinators
and Queens who will be coming to help with the event.
Sydney, as well as first-runner up, Victoria Coleman, are
looking forward to attending the Queen Training Session
in Raleigh, N.C. on April 10th-12th. This event is being
sponsored by Bayer and the NWPB. We look forward to
another productive training session as in years past.

Illiana
Convention,
French Lick,
Indiana

We are looking forward to the coming year and hope that
you will contact us with any events or requests that you
may have.

Sincerely,

Ann Bryant

S.C. Promotions Coordinator
Abryant028 @charter.net
864-303-3995

Commissioner Hugh
Weathers after
crowning Sydney.

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPGRTATIDN ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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A* PACKAGING SOLUTIONS

QUALITY. COMMITMENT. SERVICE.

Custom and Generic Melon Labels
Graphic Design Services

Thermal Labels for PTI compliant labeling
Sequential numbers for Item Traceability
HarvestMark Authorized Reseller

GS1 Bar Code Certified Consulting Services

| CONTACT JUSTIN MACHELL
LABEL APREICATOR FOR ALL YOUR LABEL NEEDS

1.888.395.5000 | WWW.HIGHCOR.COM

THEFOGUS ON FOOD SAFETY AND
SANITATION I5 AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH

IT'S TIME TO GET ON BOARD WITH THE INDUSTRY PROVEN LEADER

WASHING CLEANING VERIFICATION
Improve arrivals with Selectrocide® Prevent microbial build-up with CS 223 Instant confirmation of cleaning program

863.797.7071
www.highlandfresh.net
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Texas CReJoort

Sweet Spring Greetings from Texas!

Our Texas Watermelon Queen, Kristin Valadez, will
soon begin her promotions starting with the Viva
Fresh expo in Austin, Texas this March. In late Feb-
ruary she took some time to travel to the Rio Grande
Valley and learn about transplanting watermelon Krisen s Iearning sbout ransplanting watermelon
from John Prukop, a long time farmer here in south from Mr. John Prukop.

Texas. She looks forward to going to queen training
in North Carolina before the busy summer season
begins. Kristin is a graduate of Texas A & M Univer-
sity. She has a B.S. in Animal Science and currently
works as a Health and Fitness Facilitator for the Bra-
zos Valley Center for Independent Living. She plans
on going back to school to get her master’s degree

in Occupational Therapy. She is looking forward to
her duties and to starting her adventure as the Texas
Watermelon Queen. Kristin said, “I am very excited
about immersing myself in this wonderful industry!

I am hopeful that through the upcoming year my ef-
forts promoting Texas Watermelons help us connect
with an expanded customer base and educate more
individuals about the health benefits of watermelon.”

Kendra Kennedy and Julie Conrad, both past national queens
and Mr. Sully Conrad- AKA Cutie Pie

The beautiful Queen Contestants in their evening gowns

Kiristen is observing the work of transplanting

This February I had the honor to be one of the judges at Wallace Farms.
at the 2015 National Watermelon Queen Pageant. It
was a unique experience for me as a coordinator, but
we did not have a contestant in the pageant so I was
happy to participate. Palm Springs and the La Quinta
Resort were beautiful, and I loved seeing all of the
NWA members who attended. Thanks to our spon-
sors, Borders Melons, Warren Produce and Wiggins
Watermelons for allowing me to attend. For those of
you who have judged any of the pageants in the past,
I now truly understand how tough it can be. Thank
you so much to the other judges, Jane Jennings,

Julie Conrad, Brad Brownsey, and Tony Mosco who -
made the experience such a pleasure. The seven state .
queens were all beautiful girls with so much to offer
and each had their own unique qualities which would
make them a wonderful queen. The contestants were
judged on their speeches, promotion wear, interviews
with the judges, video-taped interviews, a written
assignment, and finally the evening gown. These
young ladies showed poise and composure through
the tough days of judging. Every one of them should
be very proud of how well they did. In the end the
young lady chosen was Emily Brown, the Illiana _ P\ h
Watermelon Queen. Congratulations to you, Emily. I The 2014 NWA Queen Brandi Harrison and the The first runner-up. Miss Breanna Williams. the 2014 North
hope your year is wonderful! 2013 Queen Contestants - Carolina Watermelon Queen

The second runner-up, Miss Montana Savage,
the 2014 Alabama Watermelon Queen

May you all have an exceptionally wonderful year.

With fondest regards,
Barbara Duda

TWA Coordinator/Secretary
bcduda62 @yahoo.com

The children’s watermelon eating contest- YUM!
Queen Brandi congratulates Emily Brown,

the 2015 National Watermelon Queen

m

RE YOU READY TO BENEFIT FROM TAP?

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC THANSP{]HTATIDN ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T10 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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We share your Fascination
with watermelons.

It’s no wonder we’re the industry leader.

» Beautiful, high-yielding, seedless varieties that started
with Fascination and has now expanded to include
Captivation and Exclamation.

» Full Count® Plant Program for guaranteed delivery of
healthy transplants

» Full Count® Deuces and Full Count® Duals companion
transplant programs can help increase the efficiency of your
transplant operations and reduce labor costs by up to 35%

» Strong crop protection portfolio of products, including
Inspire Super® fungicide and Duriva® insecticide

To learn more about our watermelon program, contact your
local Syngenta representative or seed dealer today.

syng'enta®
>

1 for sale or use in all stales

woeds. Do not apply this

it 1o drift onto Mecming bess are formging adjacent to the b
r, the Aliance Frame, the Puiposa andl the Syngenta loge are trademarks of a5 ia Group Comp:



29 * the Vineline National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2015

Western CRej)ort

- Wesjerrr

/atermelon

ASSOCIATION

Spring is in the air out here in the West and we are very excited for the upcoming
watermelon season! The winter has been an unseasonably warm one and rainfall has
been light, contributing to more water issues in California.

We are anticipating the 2015 domestic season to be a positive one, despite water issues in
the Westside of California. Domestic fruit will be available starting in May, with a steady
supply out of the desert regions, and our growers down in Mexico still going strong. We
are anticipating a steady market throughout the season with strong demand.

We kicked off this year with our annual Western Watermelon convention in Las Vegas,
NV. We had a very successful convention this year with a great turn out of growers,
shippers and industry members.

We were thrilled that this year’s National Watermelon Convention was right in our
backyard in beautiful La Quinta, CA. We welcomed industry members from across the
nation with open arms!

With summer right around the corner, we are excited to get our delicious fruit into the
hands of watermelon lovers everywhere! Cheers to everyone having a successful and
prosperous watermelon season!

Sincerely,

Danielle Cultrera

Western Watermelon Association
Daniellec@vgandsons.com

For more information on the Western Watermelon Association, be sure to check out our
) B “like” us on

website at: www.westernwatermelon.org and nfacebook

ccHEP Pl'ﬂlld partner with NWA for 6 years.

chep.com
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P rod u Ce La be I S C O m sales@producelabels.com

© 800.535.6399
A DIVISION OF @ FlamingoLabel 5.800.522.3589

In;HouseGraphic]Design)Team
FREE @Eﬂﬁfﬂcma@:{mﬂaﬂ@nmmm

Thermal Printers'Ribbons¥Software
Factory/Direct Blank Tnermalnirect Thermal

Includes Your
Barcode &
Grower Info,

SEEDLESS WATERMELON

MMV

Stock Produce Labels Semi-Custom Labels Custom Produce Labels

Cownkact office SFELEQOEFT7
mobt Collier . sw¢.216.2332
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Combining traditional values with forward
thinking. Nunhems brand watermelon seeds are
developed by our team of dedicated research
professionals whose main goal is to bring you
the best, most productive varieties possible.
Together we grow.

The global specialist

Bayer CropScience

www.nunhems.com
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We are right where you need us. Contact us today!

Southern U.S. East Coast Midwest Marketing Customer Service

Steve Crowder Josh Rowe Brad Johnston Jane Jennings Susan Soeder
678.644.9162 804.592.8547 812.691.5006 360.601.7860 888.236.6150

TAKE
A LOAD OFF

Enjoy more peace of mind with the STRENGTH,
DURABILITY,

& PERFORMANCE of

Triple Wall Bulk Packaging

o

R
¥

-t High quality print capability - Sheet conversion up to 86 "X .276"' it |

- -1 Strength & Durability - i In-line die—cutter/fo/dér/glbér/st[fghe.r p

'n"‘.\ ) \
-y L

WWW.corrchoice.com




