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The National Watermelon Association unveiled its first Annual Report at the 
national convention in Lake Tahoe, recapping highlights from efforts and projects 
throughout the past year, and initiatives that are on-going.

“Our intention is to offer the annual report at convention each year, and highlight 
accomplishments, initiatives and feature member services that make a difference, 
every day,” said Bob Morrissey, NWA Executive Director.

The Annual Report covers everything from the purpose of the Association, to 
leadership recognition, Public Policy & Advocacy, Food Safety, Farm Production 
research, Communications, Promotions, Education of our members, Partnerships, 
and a Future Outlook.

Bob went on to say, “we created the report in an easy-to-use format that also 
doubles as an excellent member-recruitment tool.  Did you ever ask, or did anyone 
ever ask you what the NWA does for its members?  Well, now you have the an-
swers, and plenty of them, in your hands.”  The report is easily downloadable and 
printable from our website (www.watermelon.ag).   Enjoy!

Annual Report 
Released

A Focused 
Association

The Association is geared up and focused to accomplish much in 2017, while 
working to make a difference in the lives and livelihoods of our members across 
the USA.

Our very own Watermelon Food 
Safety Guidance, first released 
in 2008, has been updated in its 
third issue to incorporate the 
Food Safety Modernization Act.  
You can download the updated 
guidance from our website 
(www.watermelon.ag). 

We are introducing our very own 
portal that will bring our members 
and legislative leaders together in 
a quick, easy-to-use format called 
MUSTER.  Advocacy in public 
policy is a job for all of us; not 
just a few.  Much more detail is 
provided on page 23 of this issue. 

We continue to offer membership 
programs to our chapters that can help 
to renew and bring-on new members.  
Members make up the life-blood of 
the Association, and our programs 
are proven winners.  For example, 
the partnership last year with Bayer 
Vegetable Seed introduced 39 new 
watermelon farmers to our member 
rolls.  

The executive committee of the Association has assembled two working groups to 
look into the future, with two specific areas of focus:  Membership and its defini-
tion to include Value and ROI, and Revenue to build the Association while secur-
ing its future success for the next generation(s) of leaders.  

The year 2017 will be a challenging year for sure, with the world around us 
changing so quickly as it is.  Rest assured that the Association is working on your 
behalf on many fronts to make it a bit easier, a bit less costly, and bit more profit-
able …. for you, our stakeholders.  Keep the Faith, and Have a great watermelon 
season in 2017.  We’ll see you down the road.
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Agraian
B&K Farms
Big Chuy Produce
Browning & Sons
Cactus Melon Distributors
Capital City Fruit
Celli Brothers
Coosaw Farms
Diamond 99
DMC Farms
Eagle Eye Produce
Eubanks 
Evans Farms
Freyco Produce
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George Perry & Sons
Gibson Produce
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Global Produce
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Jackson Farming Company
Jackson Farms
Keith Connell Inc. 
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Leger & Son
McMelon
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Mesilla Valley Produce

Mouzin Brothers
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Premier Melon
Prime Time International
Robinson Fresh
Southeast Growers
Southern Corporate Packers
Sun State Produce
Sweet Mama Produce, LLC
Tucker Family Farms
Van Groningen & Sons 
Vincent Farms
Wabash Valley Growers
Warren Produce
Wiggins Farms
Wiggins Farms Wholesale

Alabama Watermelon Association 
Florida Watermelon Association

Georgia Watermelon Association
Illiana Watermelon Association
Mar- Del Watermelon Association 
North Carolina Watermelon Association

South Carolina Watermelon 
     Association
Texas Watermelon Association
Borders Melons



4 • the Vineline                              National Watermelon Association • Spring 2017



5 • the Vineline                              National Watermelon Association • Spring 2017

Our sponsors from every level of commitment help the 
Association to make a difference not only at the national 
convention, but year-round.  These companies represent 
the few that truly help us to create a growing convention, 
and kickoff the new watermelon year with inspiration.

Our two ASK’s of you, our members, is this ……..
You have many choices to make in your business – many 
choices indeed.  If you would, please consider the com-
panies that spend their dollars to sponsor our Association 
when you make those decisions.  They invest their money 
to help us to pursue programs and make a difference in 
the lives of our members.  Please do business with our 
sponsors.

And, if you do business with a company that is ‘not’ on 
our sponsor list, ask them ‘why not?’  They should be 
working with your Association.  It is a simple question.  
If you want them to play in our playground, then they 
should be participating to nurture it.  If not, well …… 
there are plenty of options to look at.     

On behalf of our Officers, Executive Committee and 
national membership, we thank you  - - one and all - - for 
your kindness, your support, and your friendship.  We are 
truly a blessed Watermelon Family.  

Our Sponsors Make 
the Difference!

Load Donors: 
Agraian

B&K Farms
Big Chuy Produce
Browning & Sons

Cactus Melon Distributors
Capital City Fruit

Celli Brothers
Coosaw Farms
Diamond 99
DMC Farms

Eagle Eye Produce
Eubanks 

Evans Farms
Freyco Produce

George Perry & Sons
Gibson Produce

Giumarra Companies
Global Produce
Glory Produce

H.C. Schmieding Produce Co. LLC
Jackson Farming Company

Jackson Farms
Keith Connell Inc. 

Kids Choice
Kirschenman Ent

Leger & Son
McMelon

Melon Acres
Mesilla Valley Produce

Mouzin Brothers
Premier Melon

Prime Time International
Robinson Fresh

Southeast Growers
Southern Corporate Packers

Sun State Produce
Sweet Mama Produce, LLC

Tucker Family Farms
Van Groningen & Sons

 Vincent Farms
Wabash Valley Growers

Warren Produce
Wiggins Farms

Wiggins Farms Wholesale

Contributors:
Alabama Watermelon Association 
Florida Watermelon Association
Georgia Watermelon Association
Illiana Watermelon Association

Mar- Del Watermelon Association 
North Carolina Watermelon Association
South Carolina Watermelon Association

Texas Watermelon Association
 Borders Melons. 

Each year a dedicated group of growers and ship-
pers come together and contribute truckloads of 
watermelons (during the upcoming watermelon 
season) that make up the vast majority of our 
annual auction proceeds.  Their generous dona-
tions build a huge base that allows us to pursue 
and accomplish as much as we do.  Our donors are 
simply The Best!  

Additionally, we have a group of Contributors that 
offer a cash donation rather than a load of water-
melons.   They too, as our load donors, are dedicat-
ed to helping the National Watermelon Association 
make a difference for our members.  

On behalf of our Officers, Executive Committee 
and national membership, we thank you  - - one 
and all - - for your kindness, your support, and 
your friendship.  We are truly a blessed Water-
melon Family.  

Our Donors & 
Contributors are 

Inspiring!
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National Report
2016 National Watermelon Queen Tour
What an exciting year it’s been for Carla Penney, 2016 National Watermelon Queen. We 
at NWA thank Carla for the great job she did representing NWA, and the Watermelon 
Industry. We also would like to again thank all the sponsors that made this year possible.

We have so much to share, The pictures say it best. Special thanks to all the following 
for these promotions. 

Marine Corp Marathon….NWA…Arlington, Virginia

United Fresh Produce of the Americas; Coronado Elementary School; Safeway of 
Nogales….North County Fruit Sales; Big Chuy; Cactus Melon; Grower Alliance 
LLC; Ag Solutions

Texas Watermelon Convention…McAllen, Texas…Wiggins Farms; Luke Brown 
Watermelons

Georgia Fruit & Vegetable…Savannah, GA; Georgia Watermelon Association; 
GFVGA

South Carolina Watermelon Convention..Columbia, SC ; Kendra Kennedy, 
and Intergro

Mr. Food, National TV…F Lauderdale, FL; NWPB

Georgia Watermelon Convention; 
St Simons Island, GA; GWA
Rotary Club…Cordele, GA; 
Griffin Lumber Company
Mar-Del Convention…Givens 
Produce; Scot & Caitlin Givens
Alabama Watermelon 
Convention..Biloxi, 
MS..Alabama Watermelon 
Association

229.322.9933
Eleanor T Bullock; 
NWA Promotion Coordinator; 
etb.nwa@gmail.com 

National Report 2017 
National Watermelon Queen 
Convention Report
   Congratulations to Madison Laney 
on earning the title of 2017 National 
Watermelon Queen! A busy and 
exciting year awaits you!  I’m so 
excited to be working with you!
   Congratulations to Madison 
for winning the Miss Jubilee Award 
also, and to Miss Sarah Lemons on 
being selected, First Runner-up and 
to Miss Katy Mae Harrison on being 
selected Second Runner-up. I 
congratulate each of you on the 
amazing job you did representing 
your states all year!
   We thank  everyone that donated 
and purchased at our auction, it’s 
because that we are able to promote 
and operate NWA! Thank you for 
your continued generousity!
   It was an awesome convention, 
with unsurpassed scenery, and 
breathtaking views and a gathering 
of the world’s finest people!
Thanks to all that donated towards 
Madison’s scholarships and awards; 
NWA; Multicorr Corp; Seminis 
Vegetable Seeds; Bayer for the 
I Pad; the Memorial Scholarship 
Fund in memory of Oren Childers; 
Brent and Debbie Jackson in 
memory of their son Adam; to 
Wiggins Farms for the purchase 
of Madison’s luggage; Melon1 
for the beautiful watermelon 
diamond earrings; and to Bob 
and Rob Gibson, Gibson’s Produce 
for the beautiful diamond water-
melon bracelet.  Thanks to each of you!

Eleanor T Bullock

We enjoy a visit with another Co Sponsor Big Chuy Distrs. &  
Sons, for the United Fresh Produce of the Americas in Nogales

Makensie and Carla congratulate, Chloe Brown 2017 Texas 
Watermelon Queen

We enjoy a visit with Co Sponsor Cactus Melon Special thanks to this group for sponsoring us to the Texas 
Convention

Thanks to the Grower Alliance Team for helping Sponsor us to 
Nogales

 Co Sponsors 
Luke and 

Kendall 
Brown of 

Luke Brown 
Watermelons 

visit with 
Carla

Carla gets help from this great Marine

Our girls were Race Ready at the Marine Corp Marathon

Carla, J Slice and Stephanie, as Carla starts the race at the Fun 
Run at the Pentagon The Sponsorship Luncheon, thank you all

Jesse Wiggins, 
Co Sponsor, of 
Wiggins Farms 
welcomes Carla 
to McAllen, Tex-
as for the Texas 
Watermelon 
Convention

Val, Jim, Susan, Carla and Barbara at the Safeway Watermelon 
Promotion in Nogales

Carla and the girls are Watermelon Ready for the Healthy Kids 
Fun Run at the Pentagon

Valarie and Jim 
Zaferis, of North 
County Fruit 
Sales,  thank 
you  for your 
sponsorship 
and gracious 
hospitality!

Congratulations 
to Paige Severino, 
2017 Alabama 
Watermelon 
Queen!

AWA President Jeff Garrett, with a 
beautiful group of Watermelon Queens!

Carla and Madison 
at the Alabama 

Watermelon 
Convention

Carla and this dressed up group of ladies enjoy “Night at the 
Movies” at the Alabama Convention

One of Carla’s gifts from NWA, thank you 
Carla for a job well done! We love you!

Carla visits 
Kendra Kennedy 
at the Intergro 
Booth during the 
Georgia Fruit 
& Vegetable 
in Savannah, 
GeorgiaThank you to Ag Solutions for your sponsorship!

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.
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National Pictures

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

Thanks to Griffin Lumber Company for sponsoring Carla to be 
the guest speaker for the Rotary Club in Cordele, Georgia

  Carla 
enjoys a visit 

with South Carolina 
President Scotty

Congratulations to 
Anna Beth Potter, 2017 
Georgia Watermelon Queen

 
Carla 
congratulates 
Blakely Johnson, 
2017 SC 
Watermelon 
Queen

 
 Melissa Turner 
Potter, 1985 SC 

Watermelon 
Queen, and 

1986 National 
Queen meets 

Carla at the 
GWA 

Convention

We can’t thank this lady 
enough for sponsoring 

us to the SC 
Convention!

GWA President Ricky 
Tucker and Carla 
enjoy a visit

Carla gets to meet former National Queen Julie Bryant Murdock, 
2002 and her beautiful daughter Mary Claire in Columbia at the 

SC Convention

 Kendra and Rusty Kinard welcome Carla to the South Carolina 
Convention

Carla gets a hug from Kelley Atkinson at the Georgia Fruit & 
Vegetable Thanks NWPB for sponsoring the Mr. Food Show for Carla

Carla visits with Mr. Buddy and Mrs. Margie Leger 
at the GWA Convention

Georgia 
Watermelon 
Convention, Carla 
and Samantha at 
the King & Prince 
in St Simons Island, 
Georgia

The host of 
Mr. Food, 
Howard 
Rosenthal, and 
his team, with 
Carla and our 
watermelon 
team enjoy 
dinner in Ft 
Lauderdale

Carla catches up with Samantha Kilgore at the Georgia Fruit & 
Vegetable, thanks to GWA & GFVGA for sponsoring

On the set with Howard of 
the Mr. Food test kitchen

Amy and Carla Congratulate Conner Vincent, 2017 Mar-Del 
Watermelon Queen

 
Carla enjoys a quick 
visit with Kevin and 
Katey Evans at 
Mar-Del

 NWA First 
Vice President 

Raymond 
Vincent 

and wife 
Teresa during 

the Mar-Del 
Convention

Watermelon 
Cuteness Overload 
here, Carla and 
Caitlin with Kendall, 
Landry and Ledger 
Hales at the 
convention

Thanks to the these ladies and the Rotary Club for donating this 
book in Carla’s name to the local library 

Corey and Kristen 
Givens and their son 

Landon at the Mar-Del 
Convention

Special thanks to these two, Caitlin and Scot Givens for sponsor-
ing us to the Mar-Del Convention in Cambridge, Maryland
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The last day to make reservations with the group rate is January 24!

Convention Pictures

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

Announcing 
2017 National 
Watermelon Queen, 
Madison Laney…
welcome to 
the family! 

The Bayer Team presents Madison with a 
new I Pad, thank you Bayer

The tradition lives on,.. all the former National Queens attending 
and Madison… Kendra; Susan; Gina; Katelyn; Brandi; and Carla

Jesse Wiggins of 
Wiggins Farms 

purchased the 
new luggage for 

Madison
Another sweet tradition hugs from these young ladies, Ashlee and 

Alaina Thomas. Thanks for all your help!

The Melon1Group, along with Ben present Madison with 
beautiful diamond earrings purchased at the auction 

Congratulations from 
President Chandler Mack

Rob and Bob Gibson of Gibson Produce, present Madison with a 
beautiful Diamond Watermelon Bracelet purchased at the auction

A very happy Alabama Watermelon Association

 A very excited Coordinator gets a big hug, 
Congratulations Katie Eubanks

Madison and I thank the Watermelon Board for your continued 
support, Rebekah, Stephanie and Juliemar

 Hugs from Garret, thanks for all your help

 Jacqueline Seaport gets a hug from Madison

Thanks to the Seminis for your generous support

Congratulations from 
Madison’s Sister Thanks to Syngenta for your support 

The proud Mother of the National Queen, Jaine Laney

New NWA President Ron Perry presents Madison with 
her beautiful pewter tray

The First Runner-up is 
Sarah Lemons, NC Queen 
and 2nd Runner-up goes 
to Katy Mae Harrison 
Congratulations

Carla congratulates our 
2017 National 

Watermelon Queen, 
Madison Laney

Thank you Mark Collins and Bob and Rob 
Gibson for the beautiful necklace you 

purchased for Carla!

And the winner is Miss Madison Laney, Congratulations!

Carla presents the Miss Jubilee Award to Madison Laney

Thank you to all the State Queens for a Great 
Job! Awesome judges., thank you
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Alabama Report

Greetings from the Alabama Association!

This year has already started with a busy January 
and February.  Queen Madison and I had wonderful 
time at the Georgia, Florida, and MarDel Watermelon 
Conventions. Each convention was amazing and it 
was great getting to see our watermelon family from 
all over.  Nothing can compare to the fresh snow and 
beautiful landscape at the Hyatt in Lake Tahoe for the 
National Watermelon Convention. 

The Alabama Watermelon Association rolled out the 
red carpet for our convention in February at the Beau 
Rivage Resort in Biloxi, Mississippi. This year’s con-
vention was a huge success and could not have been 
possible without our convention sponsors: Clifton 
Seed Company, Coast to Coast Produce, Continental 
Produce, Genecco Produce, International Paper, LFT 
Greenhouses, Multicorr, Nunhems, Syngenta, Borders 
Melons, Browning & Sons, Concept Packaging Group, 
Freight Movers, LLC, Matrana’s  Produce, National 
Watermelon Association, National Watermelon Promo-
tion Board, Rouses Supermarkets, Billy Smith’s Wa-
termelon, CHEP USA, Hardi Sprayers, H.M. Clause, 
Intergro, Jeff Martin Auctioneers, Morgan Wood Prod-
ucts, Siegers Seed Company, and Valdosta Plant Com-
pany. Your support is greatly appreciated!

This year we had three wonderful young ladies com-
peted for the position of the 2017 Alabama Watermel-
on Queen. Congratulations to the 2017 Queen Paige 
Severino from Enterprise, the 1st runner-up Emily 
Carroll and 2nd runner-up Abbey Closson . 

Queen Paige and I are both very excited to get started 
this year. We will be attending the Cooper River 
Bridge Run in South Carolina in March and then the 
National Watermelon Promotion Board training in 
Atlanta, GA in April. Following the training we will 
start the 2017 Queen Tour handing out watermelon at 
races, visiting elementary schools all across Alabama, 
attending watermelon festivals and farmers’ markets, 
completing farm tours in Georgia, Alabama, and 
Florida and many other exiting promotions. 

Last but not least, the Alabama Watermelon Asso-
ciation would like to congratulate our 2016 Queen 
Madison Laney on being selected as the National 
Watermelon Queen. A special thank you, for all your 
hard work and dedication over the past year. You have 
represented the Alabama Association with a kindness, 
vivaciousness, and elegance! In addition, thank you to 
all that have helped make her year so special!

See you all soon,
Katie Eubanks 
Promotions Coordinator
334-237-0600
Katie.Eubanks2@gmail.com

Queen Madison and 
Mr. Darren Deal at 

the Georgia 
Convention.

2016 Watermelon Queens having a little fun in snow 
by Lake Tahoe. 

A group of the Alabama Watermelon Association members visit-
ing together at the Florida Watermelon Convention in Ft. Myers. 

Congratulations 
Madison and 1st 

runner up from 
North Carolina 
Sarah Lemons 

and 2nd runner 
up from Florida 
Katy Mae Har-

rison. You all did 
fabulous. 

Ms. Cheryl 
Hicks and Queen 
Madison.

Ben and Nate 
with Queen 
Madison at 
the auction in 
Lake Tahoe. 

Congratula-
tions to the 

2017 Florida 
Watermelon 

Queen 
Savannah 

Christensen.

Mrs. Kendra 
Kennedy and 
Queen Madison 
enjoying a few 
moments together 
at the Georgia 
Watermelon 
Convention. 

Mrs. Judy 
Bennett and Queen 

Madison at the 
Florida Watermelon 

Convention. 

Congratulations to 2017 Alabama Watermelon Queen Paige 
Severino, 1st runner-up Emily Carrol, and 2nd runner-up 

Abbey Closson. 

The AWA is so proud of the hard work and dedication Queen 
Madison has put in to be selected as the 2017 National 

Watermelon Queen. 

Mr. Terry Parrish congratulating Madison.

Congratulations Anna Beth Potter on being selected the 2017 
Georgia Queen. 

Can you guess the movie or actress each of these 
ladies is dressed up as? 

Watermelon is the smile fruit!

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.
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44
YEARS

Shipping watermelons year-round
Watermelons individually weighed & inspected

Chandler Mack • Greg Long
Nick Leger • Jon Mack • Ken Wiles 

Darylena Keene (Accounting)

Phone: 800.334.1112  Fax: 863.678.0022 
Accounting Of�ce 863.692.1200

Mack Farm, Inc.
growing all 
varieties of 
potatoes & 

watermelons

River Packing, Inc
packing and 

shipping potatoes &
onions 

year round

McTruck, Inc
Durb Pearson 

and 
Dennis Guinn

50

Durb
Pearson
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Florida Report

Greeting from Florida the Sunshine State 
 
As our 2017 year begins our 2016 Queen Katy Mae Harrison 
attended several promotions in the month of January and 
February.
 
On January 27, Queen Katy Mae and I traveled to St. Simons 
Island, Georgia to attend the Georgia Watermelon Conven-
tion at the King & Prince Resort. Congratulations to Anna 
Beth Potter for being crowned the 2017 Georgia Watermelon 
Queen. Special Thank you to “Melon 1” for sponsoring us to 
attend this convention. 
 
On February 3, Queen Katy Mae and I headed to the 52nd 
Annual Mar- Del Watermelon Convention being held at 
the Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay Resort in Cambridge, 
Maryland. Thank you to our sponsor Bob Gibson - Gibson 
Watermelon Sales and Produce, for sponsoring us for this 
event. Congratulations to Connor Vincent for being crowned 
the 2017 Mar-Del Watermelon Queen.  
 
The second weekend in February, Queen Katy Mae headed 
to Biloxi, Mississippi for the Alabama Watermelon Con-
vention “Going to the Movies”.  A weekend of fun being 
sponsored by Jeff Garrett – Clifton Seed Company, Chandler 
Mack – McMelon  Farms, Heather Raulerson – International 
Paper and  Billy Smith – Billy Smith Watermelons. Thanks 
to Ann Bryant for helping out that weekend with Queen Katy 
Mae. Congratulations to Paige Severino for being crowned 
the 2017 Alabama Watermelon Queen. 
 
Queen Katy Mae and I enjoyed our last adventure together 
as we headed to Lake Tahoe for the National Watermelon 
Convention held at the Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe Resort, 
Spa and Casino to compete for the National Watermelon 
Queen Title. Queen Katy Mae placed 2nd runner up for the 
National Watermelon Queen Title. We are all so proud of her 
for the job she did this past year. She not only put her heart 
in this job but her hard work as well. I will always cherish 
the wonderful memories we have had together. Thanks to 
everyone that attended and supported Queen Katy Mae at 
Nationals. Congratulations to Madison Laney of Alabama 
for being crowned the 2017 National Watermelon Queen 
and Sarah Lemon of North Carolina for first runner-up. Also 
Congratulations to Queen Madison for winning the “Miss 
Jubilee Award”.  

Now a little bit about our 49th Annual Florida Watermelon 
Convention “Down by the Bay” which was held this year 
on Jan 13th -15th at the beautiful Sanibel Harbor Marriott 
Resort & Spa in Fort Myers, Florida. Congratulations to Ms. 
Jane Hussey for receiving the “June Smith Award”. We had 6 
beautiful young ladies this year compete for the 2017 Florida 
Watermelon Queen Title. Congratulations to Savannah 
Christensen of Arcadia for being crowned the 2017 Florida 
Watermelon Queen and receiving the “Miss Jubilee Award’’. 
Savannah is attending the University of South Florida. First 
Runner-up is Raychel Thomas of Branford and second 
runner-up is Shelby Blackwell of Newberry. All the contes-
tants did a wonderful job competing for the 2017 Florida 
Watermelon Queen Title.

Wishing everyone a successful Watermelon season this 
year…………… Until next time!

Debra Harrison - 
Florida Watermelon Promotions Coordinator
Email: debra@flfwa.com                          
Cell: (863) 633-8306

Congratulations 
to Sarah Lemon 

– first runner-up, 
2017 National 

Watermelon 
Queen Madison 

Laney, second 
runner-up- Katy 

Mae Harrison.  
 

Queen 
Savannah and 
her family at 
the Florida 
Watermelon 
Convention. 
“Welcome to 
our family”.

Queen Katy 
Mae and her 
mom Sherrie 
Harrison in 
Lake Tahoe. 

Our “Dearest Has Been’s” and our 2017 Florida Watermelon 
Queen Savannah Christensen.

Girls having fun in Lake Tahoe.

Congratulations to 
Raychel Thomas – 

First Runner-up, 2017 
Florida Watermelon 

Queen Savannah 
Christensen, Shelby 
Blackwell – Second 

Runner-up. 

Thanks Juliemar 
Rosardo for all 
of your support 

and NWPB for all 
you do. 

NASCAR Infinity Driver Ross Chastain with our 2017 Florida 
Watermelon Judges.

Ms. June Smith Award Recipients congratulating 2017 Winner 
Mrs. Jane Hussey.

 Our 2017 Florida Watermelon Contestant. Queen Katy Mae chatting with Bob Gibson and his son Rob at the 
Mar-Del Watermelon Convention.

Queen Katy Mae 
and Nascar Infin-
ity Driver Ross 
Chastain visiting 
in Cambridge, 
Maryland. 

Congratulations to 2017 Alabama Watermelon 
Queen Paige Severino.

2017 Georgia Watermelon Queen 
– Anna Beth Potter.

Be on the lookout this year for our new “FWA Promotional Tent”! 2017 Mar-Del Watermelon Queen – Connor Vincent.
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Georgia Report

Greetings from Georgia! 

We’re proud to report on a tremendous annual 
conference back in St. Simons this year.  We held 
our meeting at the King & Prince Beach and Golf 
Resort where attendees spent their time relaxing, 
golfing, shopping and enjoying all the conference 
activities throughout the weekend! 

The GWA Annual Convention had a great atten-
dance this year with 250 growers and watermelon 
agribusinesses who joined us for the weekend.  
The live auction was a great success raising over 
$245,000.  A BIG THANKS to our load donors, 
buyers and other auction supporters for this 2017 
event.  This association will thrive due to your 
support and passion for the industry and we’re 
excited about the upcoming year.  Also, thanks 
for the support given by our CORPORATE spon-
sors for the meeting; it would not be possible 
without your generous donations.  

For our annual queen contest this year we were 
excited to have some very lovely, talented and 
well-spoken ladies all vying for the position of 
the 2017 GWA Ambassador.  THANK YOU At-
lantic Pallet Exchange, Borders Melons East and 
International Paper for your support of the con-
testants! Congratulations to our 2nd runner up, 
Leila Collins sponsored by Borders Melons East 
and 1st runner up, Savannah Hartley sponsored 
by International Paper, and our Miss Jubilee Win-
ner, Anna Beth Potter.  Finally –congratulations 
to our 2017 Georgia Watermelon Queen, Miss 
Anna Beth Potter! Anna Beth is from Woodstock, 
Georgia and will be graduating from Lee Univer-
sity in May with a Bachelor’s degree in Anthro-
pology and a minor in Spanish.  Anna Beth was 
sponsored by Atlantic Pallet Exchange.

Queen Anna Beth will begin her year very soon 
with ‘Feed My School’ visits, retail promotions, 
Queen Training with the NWPB, Cooper River 
Bridge Run in Charleston, SC and many other 
events throughout the spring.

If you are interested in booking our new Georgia 
Watermelon Queen, please call ahead to sched-
ule a date for our 2017 tour by contacting Dawn 
Cheplick at 706-845-8575 or 
dcheplick@asginfo.net. 

Looking forward to seeing you all this summer! 

Sincerely,
Dawn Cheplick, Promotions Coordinator
706-845-8575
dcheplick@asginfo.net

What excitement!  Queen Anna Beth with Team Melon 1

Queen Anna Beth with the team of Judges – Aries Haygood, 
Susan Colucci, Jordan Carter, Bob Gibson and Rachel Adams

Queen Anna Beth and outgoing President Ricky Tucker Outgoing queen Andi Dickerson crowns Anna Beth as the 2017 
GWA Queen.

Who me? Thank you to Milan Dubravcic and Atlantic Pallet Exchange for 
sponsoring Queen Anna Beth at the 2017 GWA Conference.

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.



18 • the Vineline                              National Watermelon Association • Spring 2017



19 • the Vineline                              National Watermelon Association • Spring 2017



20 • the Vineline                              National Watermelon Association • Spring 2017

AWARD WINNERS
The 103rd convention of the National Water-
melon Association was held in late February 
in Incline Village, Nevada …. On the northern 
shores of Lake Tahoe.  There were a number of 
award winners and honorees that we would like 
to share with you.  Amongst them are:

Class II – Future Watermelon Farm Leaders
Jesse Wiggins, an inaugural member of the 
FWFL program, inducted three young men into 
Class II.  The program is designed to attract, 
encourage and recognize young watermelon 
farmers and packers that are interested in 
becoming more involved with the Association, 
and becoming leaders of the Association in the 
future.  The Class II inductees are:
 
• Rob Glover of Bailey, North Carolina  
• Garrett Howell of Goldsboro, North Carolina 
• Rob Gibson of Vero Beach, Florida

Annual Watermelon Raffle
Congratulations go to our Grand Prize winner of 
$3,000.  Young Mr. Jacob Eubanks of Eubanks 
Produce in Lucedale, Mississippi.  
Congratulations, Jake.

John Gee, the 
Association’s 2nd 
Vice-President, 
presents the 
Chapter Member-
ship award to the 
Georgia Chap-
ter’s Samantha 
Kilgore.  The GWA 
achieved a mem-
bership increase in 
excess of 38% in 
one year.

The boys and 
grand-boys of Mel-
on 1 were honored 
for their support of 
the annual water-
melon auction with 
four crystal tractor 
trailers.  John, Jeff, 
Ben and Nate.  
Thank you very 
much!

Heather 
Raulerson of 

International Paper 
accepted the 

Supplier Auction 
award, given to the 

supplier with the 
highest 

contribution to 
the auction, from 

NWA Executive 
Director Bob 

Morrissey.

Ray Vincent, the 
NWA 1st Vice-

President, 
presents the 

Marketing 
Promotion of the 

Year award 
to the Georgia 

Chapter and their 
executive director, 
Samantha Kilgore.

HALL OF FAME

Capt. E. Bell was the co-owner of Wade and 
Bell, a 200-acre watermelon growing and 
distributing company from Trenton, Florida.  

David Brown of Shackelford & Brown of 
Albany, Georgia was the first president of the 
National Melon Distributors Association. 

Mercer Brown of Johnson and Brown Com-
pany was just 20 years old when the National 
Melon Distributors Association was formed.   

B.J. Christman was the general manager of 
the Georgia Fruit Exchange, with prior expe-
rience with the Atchison, Topeka and Sante 
Fe Railroad, and the Armour Company.  

Ike Cohn, a Russian immigrant, was a well-
known broker from Chicago that purchased 
car-loads of produce from growers all over 
the United States.

S.G. Gay of Trenton, Florida was a water-
melon grower and distributor. He had over 
100 acres in the north Florida area. 

D.H. Gilbert was a seed grower from 
Monticello, Florida. He prided himself in 
being “the only man in America who devotes 
his whole time to the exclusive growing of 
watermelon”.  

The National Watermelon Association Hall of Fame is established to recognize the past leaders and 
pioneers who made major contributions to the Association in key aspects of the business.     

The inductees of Class II hold a special place in our Association.  They are the original 18 men that 
came together in 1914 to create the Melon Distributors Association, the original name of the NWA. 

Class II will hold a special place in our Association, as the Forefathers Class. 

Fuller Groover of the Fuller Groover Company in 
Quitman, Georgia was said to be one of the pioneer 
melon growers in the country.   

W.A. Gulledge, the owner operator of Gulledge 
Brothers of Verbena, Alabama, was a watermelon 
shipper. 

V.L. Hansen was the representative of the Chicago 
watermelon distributing company, B.D. Anguish (a 
company owned by famed Dr. Anguish, the Water-
melon Expert).     
 
R.L. Higgs of Fitzgerald, Georgia was a watermelon 
distributor. 

O.K. Jelks owned O.K. Jelks and Son, and shipped 
over 400 cars of melons each year. Mr. Jelks was well 
known to the trade. 

Frank H. Johnson of Hilton, New York was 
a prominent buyer of watermelon.  When the 
association was formed, he had been selling 
watermelon for 17 years.  

E.H. Kalmon was the general manager of 
the Albany Produce Company in Albany, 
Georgia.  He also served as an agent for 
Swift and Co. 
 
James Leonard was a pivotal member in the 
Melon Distributors Association. He founded 
one of the largest watermelon distributing 
firms, Leonard, Crosset and Riley. “He has 
done more for the watermelon industry and 
this association than all of the rest of us put 
together.” President L.E. Holloway - 
April 20, 1934

Henry Mabbett was a partner in the fairly 
new partnership firm of Whipple and Mab-
bett in Quitman, Georgia.  

J.A. Murrell Company was a produce dis-
tributor from McIntosh, Florida. 

R.H. Pennington was one of the most devot-
ed members of the National Melon Distribu-
tors Association. He owned the Pennington-
Geissler Company of Evansville, Indiana.

We are truly honored to place the names 
of our forefathers into the records of the 
National Watermelon Association.  
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Illiana Report
Greetings from the Midwest, where you really 
don’t know how to dress from day to day.

Queen McKenzi finished up 2016 in the bitter 
cold but continued to warm all of our hearts.
In December she braved the cold in the ‘Parade 
of Lights’ and celebrated the ending of 2016 
and beginning of 2017 at the New Year’s Eve 
Watermelon Drop.  Queen McKenzi was happy 
to leave the cold weather behind for a weekend 
while she traveled to St. Simon Island for the 
Georgia Watermelon Convention.  Their south-
ern hospitality always makes our stay extra 
special. 

Queen McKenzi had mixed emtions at her ‘send 
off’ party.  She was sad her reign was coming 
close to an end but excited to go to the National 
Watermelon Convention.  The IWA members 
showed their appreciation for McKenzi’s hard 
work with food, gifts and kind words. 

There may have been a winter storm but it only 
made Lake Tahoe that much more beautiful.  
Queen McKenzi loved spending on last time 
with the other state Queens.  They all did a 
fabulous job throughout the competition.  Our 
congratulations go out to the 2017 National 
Watermelon Queen, Madison Laney. 
The Illiana Watermelon Convention was 12 
days later.  It was held again at the French Lick 
Resort and Casino in French Lick Indiana.  The 
IWA raised over 26,000.00 for Riley Children’s 
Hospital.  2016 Queen McKenzi crowned 2017 
IWA Queen Kaitlyn Ellermann, 1st runner up, 
Sierra Tamosaitis and Miss Jubillee, Amber Ev-
erett. The IWA welcomed Kaitlyn with lots of 
hugs and pictures.  Queen Kaitlyn said it was 
an honor being crowned and she was ready to 
get started promoting watermelons. 

As always, we are so thankful for our sponsors. 
Their generosity is overwhelming and much 
appreciated. 

Best wishes for a safe and blessed planting 
season. 

Lorrinda Ellerman
IWA Promotion Coordinator
Iwapromocoordinator@gmail.com
812-887-8400

IWA Bubba, Landon, Queen Katie, Jill and Brandi

McKenzi at 
Nationals

Officers Rick Linenburg, Rich Novak, Kelly Tyner 
with Queen Katie

Beautiful Lake Tahoe Aaron and Kelly Tyner with Queen Katie

Queen McKenzi’s 
Send-off party

William Coffman with Nowaskie farms with Queen Katie

Georgia Watermelon Convention

New Year’s Eve Watermelon Drop

Parade of Lights IWA Convention crowning 2017 Queen, Kaitlyn Ellermann

Jim and Carie Smith with Queen Katie

IWA Miss Eleanor, Queen Kaitlyn, Miss Anita

Queen 
McKenzi in her 
Evening Gown

Indiana Weather

Beautiful Girls
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news
continued

Let me ask you a question: When you hear or read about 
illegal immigration, do you think about the border fence, 
or tunnels, or a border crosser or visa over-stayer?  Do 
you think of a Latino family or a single person?  A farm-
worker, construction worker, landscaper, housekeeper in 
a motel or a waiter?

The unfortunate circumstance of it all is that the people 
living in the U.S. without legal status are frequently 
dragged into our government’s federal politics.  The 
conversation, however, is often short on facts about the 
millions of people who are undocumented.

Most of the undocumented people in the U.S. illegally 
have been here for years, for instance, and people work-
ing service jobs far outnumber migrant farm labor.

About 11 million people live in the U.S. without autho-
rization

There are far more naturalized citizens than unauthor-
ized immigrants in the U.S., and slightly more green card 
holders, according to the Pew Research Center.
 

Source: Pew Research Center

The total number of people living in the country ille-
gally — about 11 million — has made headlines recently, 
because immigration advocates suggest that under the 
Trump administration’s immigration enforcement poli-
cies, almost all of them could be targeted for deportation. 

More than 700,000 “DREAMers” (immigrants who were 
brought into the U.S. illegally or overstayed their visas 
as children) are still protected from deportation through 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program.

A large majority of the people that live in the U.S. ille-
gally have been here for a decade or longer.  It is esti-
mated that about two-thirds of unauthorized immigrants 
have lived in the U.S. for 10 years or more, with only 14 
percent arriving within the past five years.

It should not be surprising that Mexico is the leading na-
tion of origin for U.S. unauthorized immigrants, but the 
share of immigrants from Mexico is declining.  Mexican 
immigrants are a shrinking majority of the population liv-
ing in the country through illegal immigration.

Of people living in the U.S. illegally, more than half of 
this population are from Mexico.  Yet, there are fewer 
people of Mexican origin living in the U.S. now than 
there was a decade ago.

Pew Research Center estimates that between 2009 and 
2014, the unauthorized population from Mexico and 
South America decreased, while the population from 
other regions2 increased.
 

Illegal Immigration: 
What Does it 
Really Mean?

Taking a quick data peek at border apprehensions, the 
Border Patrol has apprehended fewer people since 
2009, and fewer are from Mexico.
 

Source: U.S. Border Patrol

There are varying reasons for the shifting immigration 
patterns. For Central American immigrants, conflicts 
in their home countries play a role. The Migration 
Policy Institute suggests that there are similar reasons 
for increased migration from Asia and Africa.

European countries have tightened migration restric-
tions after record inflows of migrants in recent years.  
At the same time, some Africans and Asians are leav-
ing conflict and poverty and going to Latin American 
countries with lenient visa policies - Ecuador, Brazil, 
and Cuba.  

Visa over-stayers are a large part of the number

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security estimated 
that as of Jan. 4, 2016, about 416,500 people over-
stayed their visas in fiscal year 2015. That’s less than 
1 percent of visa holders who entered the U.S. during 
that period, but a substantial portion of the undocu-
mented population.

Still, it’s unclear how many visa over-stayers make 
up the total number of unauthorized immigrants.  
One estimate suggests that it could be as high as 45 
percent. A recent study by the Center for Migration 
Studies estimates that two-thirds of those who joined 
the unauthorized immigrant population in 2014 were 
visa over-stayers.

Why’s it so hard to nail down the details? In part, 
it’s because the data released last year are the first 
numbers on visa overstays that the government has 
released in more than two decades.

Federal law requires the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to report how many people come into the U.S. 
and stay after their visas expire. But the government 
has been having trouble collecting that data for years, 
as a study by the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office found.

The way airports and other ports of entry are currently 
set up makes it difficult to keep track of when a trav-
eler leaves the U.S.  The department has been piloting 
new programs to identify airport travelers by scanning 
their faces and irises.

Without historical data, it’s hard to measure trends. 
But the estimates for fiscal year 2015 do show that 
Canadians made up the majority of visa overstays.
 

Here is our bottom line: We have a job to do; a major 
responsibility to accomplish – we plant, grow, spray, 
weed, harvest, pack, sell, and ship watermelons (and 
other crops too) – all in the greatest trade that God 
ever created - - to be a farmer!  We feed the world.  
And, those efforts take Labor!  Without labor, we can 
do nothing.  

There is much to be said (and more that will be said) 
about President Trump’s rhetoric and executive ac-
tions relative to immigration, deportations, Mexico 
and the like.  

However, there also may be a silver-lining in the 
clouds hovering over Washington.  The fact is that 

until Mr. Trump entered the republican fray for the 
nomination, the topic of ‘immigration’ was not on any 
of the candidates’ agendas.  None.  Mr. Trump made 
immigration (the enforcement of our country’s laws and 
the need for a legal program) a topic to be debated; to be 
addressed.  We may have that opportunity to get it done 
with President Trump like we have not seen in recent 
memory.  

So, let’s get to work and begin the ‘regular’ process of 
contacting our legislators to keep immigration reform 
and the need for a legal guest worker program at the top 
of the list.  Labor is what we need.  Labor is what we 
must have.  The undocumented are willing to work.  Let 
us create a system that will allow them to do their jobs, 
and help us to do ours - - to feed the world.  It’s time to 
MUSTER!

Your Federal Rep 
Awaits Your Call

The national membership of the National Watermelon 
Association is represented in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives by 155 congressional members (over 35% of 
the U.S. House).

Drilling down into the data, there are 16 House members 
that represent 59% of our NWA members; 26 that rep-
resent 73%; and 42 that represent 78%.  That is the type 
of advocacy that can work well, and do our association 
some good.

You may ask, how can you as an individual member 
help?  Actually, in a few ways:

1. Get regularly involved with 
our new advocacy portal 
(MUSTER), and contact 
your federal legislator(s) 
on a regular basis.  In 
particular, take the 30 seconds 
to support the association’s 
initiatives that we pursue 
on our members’ 
behalf.  

2. Consider inviting your House legislator to your place 
of business or on a ride-with during their district work-
with periods.  Show them the lay of the land - the farm, 
the shed – tell them what you need from Washington, 
and what you do not need too!  Our grassroots program, 
A Day with Watermelon, is an excellent guide to a great 
day!

3. Consider sup-
porting the Water-
melon Political 
Action Committee 
(PAC) with your 
personal contribu-
tion.  The PAC 
serves as a tool that 
will allow us to 
support key federal candidates that share in our ideals, 
and support our needs.  Contributions are accepted online 
through our website (www.watermelon.ag).

The year 2017 is the Year to Educate our Legislators.  
Please join us in this effort; advocate for our association, 
and its members; advocate for your own business; help to 
inform your legislators about farming – what we need – 
what we do not need -what will make a positive differ-
ence in our daily business.  It is up to ALL of US!  Let’s 
MUSTER the Troops, and get his done!    
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Mar-Del Report

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

Greetings from the Mar-Del Watermelon Association!

We had quite a mild winter, even experiencing days of spring-like 
weather!  Now we are ready for Spring and even more so, Summer! Since 
our last edition, we have had quite an eventful winter. 
Queen Amy and I had the pleasure of spending a weekend in January 
with the Florida Watermelon Association at their annual convention in 
Sanibel Island, where we got to experience some southern sunshine! We 
had a fabulous time and Amy was excited to welcome a new watermelon 
sister to the family, as well as spend time with the other state queens, as 
there time together was ticking away…Thank you to Katey Mae and Miss 
Debra for hosting such a wonderful convention!

The following week Amy went to the Maryland Agriculture Dinner, 
where she tasted appetizers from all across Maryland and mingled with 
guests, including Secretary of Agriculture, Joseph Bartenfelder, who 
would join us at our convention just a few days later. 

The next day, we kicked off our annual convention and this year we 
celebrated with a “Casino” theme. Queen Amy and I welcomed three 
wonderful queen contestants to the Hyatt Regency in Cambridge, MD as 
well as state queens.  Farmers attended seminars on Friday afternoon and 
we enjoyed dinner at our President’s Reception in the evening.  We held 
our seed spit competition on Saturday morning and had a fantastic auction 
after lunch! We appreciate everyone who purchased items and or loads 
to help our association and everything that we do.  At our banquet in the 
evening we crowned our new queen.  The 2017 Mar-Del Watermelon 
Queen is Miss Connor Vincent.  Connor is the 20 year old daughter of 
Clayton and Cheryl Vincent of Laurel, DE.  She is currently attending 
North Carolina State University Agricultural Institute, studying Agribusi-
ness Management.  We are excited to welcome Connor into our water-
melon family and we look forward to a fantastic year ahead!

Former Mar-Del Queen, Allison Castellana and Amy hit the sky for 
Alabama’s Watermelon Convention in Biloxi the next weekend and boy 
did they enjoy more southern weather and hospitality! Amy had the op-
portunity to spend this weekend with more state queens and together they 
all welcomed a new Alabama queen. Thank you to Katie and Madison for 
having them join in your fabulous weekend of festivities!

Just enough time to pack and we were leaving again for Nationals in 
Lake Tahoe, NV! A day long trip, followed by the news that two of the 
four routes to get from the airport to The Lake were closed – one result-
ing from an avalanche and the other from boulders!! We decided to take 
a shuttle and we arrived safe and sound! While there, we snowmobiled in 
the mountains and had the time of our LIVES! It was certainly cold, wet, 
and snowy, but we enjoyed the magnificent views from windows through-
out the hotel.  We enjoyed two fantastic nights out to dinner, one with the 
Melon1 family and the other with International Paper. We cannot express 
how sincerely grateful we are for your hospitality! 

Finally, it was time to get down to business and Amy represented our 
association exceptionally well in all competition elements. Thank you to 
all who were able to join us in Lake Tahoe and to those of you who have 
supported Amy throughout her reign.  Thank you Amy for all your hard 
work and dedication to the industry! 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to this year’s sponsors and do-
nors. We could not do any of this without your continued support.
While this is a bittersweet ending to my coordinator role with the 
Mar-Del Watermelon Association, I have decided to spend more time 
with my family and little girl, who is just growing too fast and this 
Mommy doesn’t want to miss any more time away from her!
It is my pleasure to announce, Mrs. Terra Tatman Eby, a past Mar-Del 
Queen, will be taking this job and will be fabulous at it! They have a full 
spring ahead and we wish you all a successful season!

Sincerely,

Caitlin Givens
Promotions Coordinator
Mar-Del Watermelon 
Association

Amy has done an amazing job promoting our product this year, 
serving as the Mar-Del Watermelon Queen!

Our three contestants in this year’s Mar-Del competition. The Queens bare the cold temperatures for a memorable 
“mountainous” picture!

Past Queen, Amanda 
Brown Clougherty and 
daughter decked out in 

watermelon attire for our 
Mar-Del Convention. Amy takes the title for Seed Spit Queen!

Our President, Kevin Evans, and his wife, Katey, 
with Amy at the MD AG Dinner.

Amy and Madison 
ready for 
promotional 
wear

Madison and Amy tak-
ing in the beautiful bliss 
in Sanibel Island at the 

FL Convention!

Amy enjoying some 
sunshine and palm 
trees in Mississippi!

Enjoying Alabama’s Watermelon Convention with Katey Mae 
Harrison, Carla Penney, and newly crowned SC Queen, 

Blakely Johnson.

Our Past Mar-Del Watermelon Queens give a BIG welcome to our 
newly crowned Queen!

 The girls in their promotional wear…
ready to start the weekend off!

Geared up and ready to hit the mountains with our 
snowmobiling gear!

An enormous “Thank You” to all of these ladies, as well as some 
missing for all that you do for these Queens. I have enjoyed spend-

ing every minute with you, while away from my own family!

Amy joins Savannah Christensen the new Fl Queen, Katy 
Mae, Fl Queen and Madison Laney, Al Queen at the Florida 

Watermelon Convention.

2017 Mar-Del Watermelon Queen, Miss Connor Vincent.

Mar-Del Watermelon members who attended the National Conven-
tion in Lake Tahoe to show their support to Amy! Thank you all!
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North Carolina Report

What a fun year it has been for the NC Water-
melon Queen Miss Sarah Lemons.  Sarah was 
the perfect watermelon ambassador and we 
would like to thank her for her dedication this 
season.  Always happy to be promoting water-
melons no matter the time, place or heat index!  
She had a smile on her face and was gracious 
to everyone.  We must also congratulate Queen 
Sarah for being selected First Runner Up in the 
NWA Queen Pageant in Lake Tahoe, NV and 
for representing North Carolina so well.  Sarah 
wanted an opportunity to say a farewell to all of 
her supporters this year.

Watermelon Farewell Letter from Queen Sarah:
 
My year as the 2016 North Carolina Watermel-
on Queen has been one of the greatest blessings 
of my life. When I received my crown one year 
ago, I had no idea that I was about to embark 
on the most fulfilling and joyful journey of my 
life. I have gained a perspective on the agri-
cultural industry this year that fills me with the 
upmost respect and gratefulness for the food on 
my plate. I will carry the friendships that I have 
made with my watermelon family with me for 
the rest of my life. As I pass on the crown to the 
next lucky young woman, I am reminded of one 
of my favorite quotes: “How lucky I am to have 
something that makes saying goodbye so hard.”   
Telling the North Carolina Watermelon Associ-
ation story came with ease because of the great 
pride I hold in my heart for each and every one 
of you. I will treasure this year for the rest of 
my life and I cannot thank you enough for this 
opportunity. 

Much Love, 
Sarah Lemons

Queen Sarah and I had the opportunity to pro-
mote the NC Watermelon Association at the 
South Carolina and Mar-Del Watermelon Con-
ventions.  A special thank you to both groups 
for your hospitality, we had lots of fun.  Be sure 
to check out our next article for scenes from the 
36th Annual NCWA Convention.

Sharon Rogers
Promotions Coordinator 336-583-9630
ncwatermelonqueen@gmail.com

It is always fun to see our friends Steve and Harrison from 
Freshouse.  We all enjoyed the Mar-Del Convention.

All of the young ladies looked beautiful in their evening gowns.  Queen Sarah congratulates the 2017 Mar-Del Queen 
Miss Connor Vincent

Sarah and all her sister queens enjoying some fun on the beach at 
Lake Tahoe

Sarah enjoying the casino night at the Mar-Del Watermelon 
Convention

Queen Sarah marveling at the beauty of Lake Tahoe

Queen Sarah 
congratulates 
the 2017 
SCWA Queen 
Miss Blakely 
Johnson

Two NC red heads…Past NC Queen Susan Harrison, Sarah and 
Brent Harrison having fun at the NWA auction. Thank you to the 

Harrison’s for getting all the queens a special gift.

Queen Sarah and Queen Amy enjoyed meeting the “birds” at the 
NWA Convention

Queen Sarah getting 
ready for the opening 

night party at the 
NWA Convention

Julie Mar, Stephanie and Rebecca from the NWPB congratulate 
Queen Sarah

 Sarah, Laura and Carla enjoying the banquet at the SCWA 
Convention

Queen Sarah helping with the SCWA Auction

Congratulations to the 2017 NWA Queen Pageant winners.  Sarah 
Lemons first runner up, Madison Laney 2017 Queen and Katie 

Mae Harrison second runner up.  It was a great pageant.

Queen Sarah enjoying the warm fire of the hotel lobby in cold 
Lake Tahoe

NCWA members Garrett Howell, Rob Glover, Courtney & James 
Sharp congratulate Sarah on her success.
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South Carolina Report
The SC Association would like to thank Miss Laura Sch-
urlknight, 2016 SC Watermelon Queen, for the job that she 
did this past year as the state queen.  We wish Laura all of 
the best with her future endeavors.  

We would also like to welcome into our family, Miss 
Blakely Johnson, 2017 SC Watermelon Queen. Blakely 
is the 19 year old daughter of Dean and Brent Johnson of 
Denmark, SC, and currently attends Clemson University 
where she is majoring in Agricultural Education.  She 
plans to graduate with honors and begin using her passion 
for agriculture in teaching our youth about the industry.    

When asked why she would make the best spokesperson 
for our industry, Blakely replied, “I have one word and 
that is “Passion”, passion for the industry and the people 
in it”.  For many years, Blakely has been involved in 
the industry in numerous ways.  She comes from a fam-
ily deeply enriched in farming and agriculture and she 
has also worked with the Clemson Extension Program in 
Blackville, SC, under Dr. Gilbert Miller.  This experience 
has helped Blakely tremendously in learning and compre-
hending the importance of the SC Watermelon Associa-
tion. 

Blakely considers her new position as the 2017 South Car-
olina Watermelon Queen as an amazing opportunity, not 
only to show her passion for the industry, but to show her 
hard work, knowledge, and dedication along with her need 
to help educate our consumers on the value of watermelon.  

Our first trip of the year was to the Georgia Watermelon 
Association Convention in St. Simons Island, GA.  Blake-
ly was able to meet some of the 2016 queens and also 
watch her sister queen, Anna Beth Potter, be crowned the 
2017 Georgia Watermelon Queen.  

Biloxi, Mississippi was next on our travel schedule with 
the Alabama Convention.  Many thanks to the Alabama 
Association, Katie Eubanks and Madison Laney, 2016 
Alabama Queen and 2017 National Queen.  Congratula-
tions to the new 2017 Alabama Queen, Paige Severino.  
We look forward to working with you all throughout the 
coming year.  

Our upcoming events include the North Carolina Water-
melon Convention in Wrightsville Beach, NC on March 
17-19, and the Cooper River Bridge Run in Charleston, 
SC on March 30-April 1.  The Cooper River Bridge Run 
will host over 40,000 runners for this event in downtown 
Charleston and we would like to invite everyone to attend 
if your schedule allows.  

April events will include Queen Training in Atlanta, Geor-
gia on April 14th and The Taste of South Carolina at the 
SC State House in Columbia on April 18th.  
We also have a record number of schools requesting our 
services at field days throughout the month of May and 
beginning of June.  The “Watermelon Fuels Athletes” pro-
gram in SC has really been accepted well with our elemen-
tary, middle, high school and colleges throughout the state.  

Wishing everyone a prosperous season and blessings to all.  

Ann Bryant
SC Promotions Coordinator
abryant028@charter.net
ann.bryant@furman.edu
864-303-3995

What a wonderful year 
you have ahead Blakely.  
Welcome to the family!

Watermelon Queens in St. Simons Island, Georgia.

You just can’t keep the 
girl out of the field.  

SC Board Members welcoming the newcomer. 

New sister queen 
from Alabama, 
Paige Severino.

Dr. Gilbert Miller congratulating the new queen. Kendra Kennedy and Blakely enjoying the Alabama auction.

Blakely with her father, Dean Johnson, and sponsors from 
Sandifer Farms, Scotty Sandifor and Denver Sandifer.

New Queen, Blakely Johnson, being congratulated by her family.

2017 SC Watermelon Queen, Blakely Johnson. Welcoming the 2017 Georgia Watermelon Queen, 
            Anna Beth Potter.                  .

A beautiful queen 
and a beautiful view 
in Biloxi.

Character party in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Blakely enjoying her new title and the beautiful weather in St. 
Simons Island.

2016 SC 
Watermelon 

Queen, Laura 
Schurlknight, in 

evening gown 
competition in 

Lake Tahoe, 
Nevada.  State Queens preparing for the new crowning in Georgia.
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Texas Report

Howdy from Texas! I hope the start of watermelon 
season is going well for all of our friends out there. 

These past few months have been quiet for Queen 
Makensie as there were no promotions during the 
holidays, though she did prepare for the National 
Watermelon Association’s convention in Lake 
Tahoe. The scenery there was spectacular as the 
snow was piled up all over the town, in the trees, and 
on the mountains. The hotel was cozy and inviting 
and all of the NWA staff did a wonderful job of plan-
ning and executing another successful event. 

Makensie and I want to wish all of the young la-
dies who competed in the pageant many blessed 
and successful years ahead. You are all talented and 
beautiful and will do well in life. Congratulations to 
Madison Laney, the new 2017 National Watermelon 
Association Queen. You will have a wonderful, busy 
year and we wish you and Miss Eleanor the best.

Makensie also wanted to relay this message to our 
members: “I had an amazing experience while in 
Lake Tahoe, and experiencing real snow and all of 
God’s creation made it that much more enjoyable. 
Getting to see everyone again and reconnect with my 
other state queens just reminded me why I loved this 
industry and organization from the beginning. The 
grand scale of the whole convention was marvelous 
and getting to bring my Dad along to see what I do 
and what I enjoy about the Watermelon industry was 
the cherry on top. I can’t thank my sponsors enough 
for supporting me this past year, as well as the whole 
Texas Watermelon Association. I am excited to see 
what is in store for me after this journey and know 
that I am blessed to call everyone I had the pleasure 
of meeting this past year, a friend.”

Thank you, Makensie, for being adaptable, hard- 
working, and a good traveling companion. The 
association wishes you the very best, and we hope 
you will keep in touch and come back to visit during 
future conventions.
Now we look forward to a new season, and hope-
fully one in which every grower and industry mem-
ber sees success. Miss Chloe Brown, the 2017 TWA 
Queen, and I will be going to Atlanta to queen train-
ing in April and we look forward to a busy time of 
in- store promotions, expos, festivals, and hopefully 
a school visit or two in the coming months.

Until next time, God bless you and yours.

Best regards,
Barbara Duda TWA Coordinator
bcduda62@gmail.com

TWA president, Gerry Lozano and Makensie  

 Saturday morning breakfast was brightened by these beauties. Congratulations to the new 2017 NWA Queen, Madison Laney.

Up next…promotion wear competition

Ready for the 
evening gown 
competition

Great (and pretty) auction help Makensie with Jesse Wiggins, Kendall and Luke Brown, and Jody 
Wiggins- some of the Texas contingent

Seed spit- even if 
you don’t win, you get 

to eat watermelon!

Ready for speeches

Thursday night’s dinner, complete with magician.
Being silly during their down time

The beauties and the snowman

 Jumping for joy at being in Lake Tahoe

Makensie is looking 
pretty in her in-store 
promotion wear.

Welcome to Lake Tahoe! Staying calm, cool, and collected while waiting for interviews
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Western Report

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

 

Spring is in the air out here in the West and 
we are very excited for the upcoming wa-
termelon season!  We kicked off our year 
with our annual Western Watermelon Con-
vention in Las Vegas, Nevada in January.  
The convention was well attended and was 
an overall positive experience for growers, 
shippers and members of the industry.  A 
big thank you Tashi Zouras for putting on 
another great event and to everyone that 
participated this year!

We were extremely excited to welcome the 
National Watermelon Association to the 
West this year at the National Watermelon 
Convention in February.  This year’s con-
vention was held in beautiful North Lake 
Tahoe and was a very fun and exciting 
event!

We are anticipating the 2017 domestic sea-
son to be a positive one.  We have received 
much needed rainfall here in the West over 
the past few months, helping with ongo-
ing water supply issues.  Domestic fruit 
will be available starting in May, with a 
steady supply out of the desert regions, and 
our growers down in Mexico still going 
strong.  We are anticipating a steady market 
throughout the season with strong demand.
With summer right around the corner, we 
are excited to get our delicious fruit into the 
hands of watermelon lovers everywhere!  
Cheers to everyone having a successful and 
prosperous watermelon season! 

Sincerely, 
Danielle Cultrera
Western Watermelon Association
Daniellec@vgandsons.com

For more information on the Western Wa-
termelon Association, be sure to check out 
our website at: 
www.westernwatermelon.org 

Photo Cred:  
Gabe Sams, Bulk Bin Packaging, LLC.
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TAKE 
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DURABILITY,
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We are right where you need us.  Contact us today!

Southern U.S.
Steve Crowder
678.644.9162

East Coast
Josh Rowe
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Marketing
Jane Jennings
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888.236.6150
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