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Why Should You Come to Nashville?

SO0 Many Reasons; Plenty of Answers

In a few short months, we will gather in Music City

— Nashville, Tennessee for our annual Watermelon
Family Reunion that is most commonly referred to as
the National Watermelon Association Convention &
Annual Meeting. And, You Are Invited to join us for
this important kickoff to the 2018 domestic watermel-
on season. You will join over 500 watermelon family
members from all walks of the industry as we come
together in fellowship, educational opportunities, com-
petition, honors and support of your Association.

NASHVILLE
NMWM

A musical theme will set the tone

When you arrive in Nashville, the Music Capital

of the World, you will be guided throughout your jour-
ney with the sounds, notes and tones of music from
start to finish. Music will guide us through all four
days of the convention, and lend a guiding hand as we
help the local community, actually write new music
with proven songwriters, entertain our attendees, and
listen to some of the best in the music industry. All the
while, music will guide us through the educational op-
portunities, contests, awards and other sessions that all
make up our annual meeting and convention.

A Benefit for
Charity; Leaving
our Mark on the
Community
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Helping the local
community that hosts
our annual convention
will begin to take shape in Nashville, and become

an annual part of our convention. And for the first
event of its kind, we are taking out all of the stops.
On Wednesday evening, you are invited to take part
in a musical event that will be fun, memorable and
engaging. This is an optional event on a traditionally
open evening.

Four of Nashville top songwriters will join us in

the Songwriter Sessions, a 3-hour event that aims

to please. Two proven songwriters, and two up-
and-comers, will sing and talk about their hits at the
beginning of the session. Then, we will divide the
audience into four groups, where each group will go
down the hall to your session room and write a song
with the writer. No more than 60 minutes later, we
will gather together again, and the songwriters will
perform the newly written songs.

This event will support two local charities that are
vital to the local Nashville community. Soles for
Souls is a Christian-based charity that provides foot-
wear to the indigent, the poor and the needy. The
Nashville Rescue Mission, also a Christian-based
charity, provides food, clothing and shelter to a simi-
lar audience of Nashvillians. Your admission to this
charity event is $50 plus a gently-used (or new) pair
of footwear. Join us to support these local charities,
and enjoy a unique, engaging musical event.

On Wednesday, two additional events are available
including a shotgun tournament at the Nashville
Gun Club, and an event called Legends, Lyrics &
Lunch at the Country Music Hall of Fame. See the
new convention website for details.

Opening Night
at The
WildHorse
Saloon

Thursday night’s
opening event in
Nashville will be

like no other opening night at
our convention. And, the event will be held in the
largest Honky-Tonk in all of Nashville, the famous
WildHorse Saloon - -where country music legends
and stars of yesterday and today have all appeared.
The slate of musicians that will perform will be
announced at a later date, but you can be assured
that the dance floor will be rocking, the music will
be familiar, and feet will be tapping.

When you depart the coach buses that will bring you
from the hotel to the front entrance of the WildHorse,
you will enter a magical place with three floors of
entertainment, including billiard tables, Skeeball and
Foosball on the second floor, along with a photo op-
portunity screen and much more. We will have some
very special guests to introduce at this opening event,
so get your dancing shoes ready to go to Nashville.

An Evening at the Grand Ole Opry

This is the second optional event on a traditionally
open evening, but an event that we could not pass
up. After all, the Grand Ole Opry is set in his-

PRESORTED STD.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
TAMPA, FL 33634
PERMIT NO. 6210

NATIONAL

A SSOCIATI ON

tory, and helped to
launch so many
musical careers and
legends in country
music. Set in the
Opry’s home alongside
the Gaylord Opryland
Hotel, it is a magical
place where they ‘air’
the ‘live’ radio show
twice weekly.
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Climb aboard the coach buses that will whisk you
away to the Opry, where you will be ushered through
the dressing room hallways into Studio A, which

has hosted many awards shows, Nashville tv series
events, and more. Following a wonderful dinner and
drinks, you will be ushered into the main auditorium
into your front and center seats for the ‘live’ airing
of the Grand Ole Opry, which typically features 5-6
singers/bands that each perform 3 songs each. In
February, an untraditional touring month, we could
see almost any member of the Opry from Keith Ur-
ban to Carrie Underwood to Brad Paisley to Martina
McBride. The lineup is normally announced one
week in advance, and never disappoints.

Miss America, Kellye Cash
(grand-niece to Johnny Cash)

Throughout the main
convention days, culminating
with the final evening’s honors
& awards banquet, our special
guest will be former Miss
America, Kellye Cash, who

is the grand-niece of country
music legend Johnny Cash.
Kellye will join us, and will
sing our Nation’s Anthem, the
Star-Spangled Banner, at the
banquet. We are delighted to
welcome Kellye and her husband Todd to Nashville.

SPZCIAL GUZSTS INCLODZ

FIJR‘{..R MISS AMERICA
- HIZCI TO

JOENNY CASH

' ....mug

OTEZR SPICIAL GOISTS
T0 BE ANHOUHCZD

Educational Sessions will take center stage

A welcome part of our national convention has been
the ever-growing offerings of educational sessions
that change from year to year. The forums in Nash-
ville will be no exception, and will cover today’s hot
topics to include immigration & labor; electronic logs
— truckers; federal agencies & interactions with them;
and more. Additionally, we will hold the third year in
our series called the IMPACT Hour.

Honoring the Past, and Welcoming the Future

Nashville will be the host city to welcome our third
class of inductees into the Association’s Hall of

NASHVILLE continued on page 26
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FULL COUNT DUALS DECREASE RISK.
FULL COUNT DEUCES MAXIMIZE YIELD.
BOTH IMPROVE EFFICIENCY.

FULL COUNT® DUALS

Transplant trays of Duals contain two pollen sources (50% marketable seeded
watermelon like Estrella and 50% SP-6, which is a non-harvestable and
noncompetitive pollenizer), allowing you to reduce risk. Approximately 33% of
the transplant plugs in the tray contain two plants—one seedless plus either one
seeded watermelon or one SP-6.

FULL COUNT®*DEUCES

Another option within the Full Count program is

Full Count Deuces. Transplant trays of Deuces

come with a noncompetitive pollenizer (SP-8), which
results in improved productivity to maximize yield.
Approximately 33% of the transplant plugs in the tray
contain two plants—one seedless and the other SP-6.

ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGES OF
FULL COUNT DUALS AND DEUCES

* All trays come preset with a 3:1 seedless to pollenizer ratio, which helps
prevent mix-ups.

* Easy-to-use plugs just need to be pulled and transplanted, creating up
to 35% savings in labor costs.

* Improved productivity allows crews to transplant more plugs and cover ‘\l
more area in the same amount of time. A T
» Full Count Duals and Full Count Deuces are the result of patented technology -

only available through Syngenta. <

. TOLEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FULL COUNT
@ Full Count rrocram, conTacT YOUR LOCAL SYNGENTA

Plont p DEALER OR SEED RETAILER TODAY.

-
syngenta

CMIE Syngenta. Important Always read and follow label instructions, Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties, Please check with your local oxtension service 1o ensure registration
status, Full Count? the Alliance Frame, the Purposs loon and the Syngenta loge are tademarks of a Synganta Group Company, MW IVERGDO9_DD_AGET 0516



3 ¢ the Vineline

National Watermelon Association ¢ Fall 2017

the 1 i [
Wafenmelon

National Watermelon Association, Inc.
190 Fitzgerald Roade Suite #3 ¢ Lakeland, Florida 33813
(863) 619-7575 office ¢ (863) 619-7577 fax

www.watermelon.ag

The Vineline is published quarterly by the National Watermelon Association, serving our members Nationwide since
1914. All rights reserved, except where otherwise noted. Printed in the USA. To subscribe or fo change the address of
a current mailing, please call the Association office in Lakeland.

Subscription rates: $50.00 per year for a print copy of the four (4) quarterly issues of The Vineline member magazine.

All Statements, including product claims, are those of the person or organization making the statement or claim as
it’s own, and any such statement or claim does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher.

Publisher - National Watermelon Association ¢ Layout - www.rubbermeckerdesign.com

LOAD DONORS

Agraian

B&K Farms

Big Chuy Produce
Browning & Sons
Cactus Melon Distributors
Capital City Fruit
Celli Brothers
Coosaw Farms
Diamond 99

DMC Farms

Eagle Eye Produce
Eubanks

Evans Farms
Freyco Produce

CONTRIBUTORS

Alabama Watermelon Association
Florida Watermelon Association

George Perry & Sons
Gibson Produce
Giumarra Companies
Global Produce

Glory Produce

H.C. Schmieding Produce
Co.LLC

Jackson Farming Company
Jackson Farms

Keith Connell Inc.

Kids Choice
Kirschenman Ent

Leger & Son

McMelon

Melon Acres

Mesilla Valley Produce

Georgia Watermelon Association

llliana Watermelon Association

Mar- Del Watermelon Association

Mouzin Brothers

Premier Melon

Premier Melon

Prime Time International
Robinson Fresh
Southeast Growers
Southern Corporate Packers
Sun State Produce

Sweet Mama Produce, LLC
Tucker Family Farms

Van Groningen & Sons
Vincent Farms

Wabash Valley Growers
Warren Produce

Wiggins Farms

Wiggins Farms Wholesale

South Carolina Watermelon
Association
Texas Watermelon Association

North Carolina Watermelon Association Borders Melons

SPONSORS

A Brambles Company

syng'enta INTERNATIONAL (/) PAPER

Westlake Miller  Seedway
Howell Farming  United Melon Distributers, Inc
SEED CONTRIBUTOR

SunTerra Produce Traders
Sieger's Seed  Concept Pkg. Group

-KIND CONTRIBUTOR
busiess Campb Highland Fresh The Packer
THEPRODUCE NEws Blue Book Services Meister Media

7

tap.allenlund.com

Visit A€ @
PMA Fresh Summit
October 20-21, Boot

N2 VWA Members...

Allen Lund Company offers members of the NWA
our ALC Transportation Association Program (TAP).

ALLEN LUND COMPANY
Transportalion Brokers
wwrw.allenlund.com

Priority on providing capacity in tight markets

Lane analysis including year-end reporting
Discounted live load tracking

Discount on ALC TMS software

EDI 214 integration

Call our experienced watermelon team to get started.

NWA Queen, Madison Laney,
was sponsored by ALC for the
2017 St. Patrick's Day Parade in
Savannah, Georgia!

-

TAP inlo the ée/wt{m 800.799.LUND (5863)
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2 FOR THE 2008 NATIONAL
L,,Gn\l CONVENTION TODAY

Along with your full registration, you
_ = can sign up for the four optional
"NASHVILL E: events described on our website:

Noirat Wttty I o e Ertion o
Corverntion 2018

Watermelon Convention by
- February 1st for the
Early Bird Rate. Deadline for optional event registration is Friday, January 22, 2018.

V

i e |

HERATON MUSIC CITY H

The newly renovated Sheraton Music City Hotel
is 11.minutes from the Nashville Airport and 13

minutes from downtown. Reserve yourroomby " ** . il R
January 26,2018 to take advantage of the Pi e

$179 group rate. Space is limited so call or A &
book your room online to secure your place in the hotel.
Call: +1-888-627-7060 - Keyword: Watermelon - Website: watermelonconvention.com — o

v == 7 LA T fb
+ ()Péml\l NG NIGHT AT THE WILDFIORSEE S&ALG(}

|
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.
o :% | Thursday Night's Opening night in Music City
7P el 7\ will takeon a new venture for us at the largest "
honky-tonk on Honky- Tonk Row... =
N / The Wildhorse Saloon. Country music stars, live music
A 4 7, a dinner buffet, and more!

ZE A\ *Full registration required for admission.
RN A
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SONGWRITER SESSIONS

Ever wonder where the ideas for a song comes from?

Did you ever think that you may be able to contribute to writing a song?

Well, we can answer both of those questions for you in this very special session.
At the songwriters Sessions on Wednesday night,
i. ¢ you will hear from, meet and work with four

L singer-songwriters that have written country music
hits! Learn why they wrote some of the songs they
did, and write a new song with them! All proceeds
from this event will go to benefit the Soles for Souls
charity and the Nashville Rescue Mission.

g T AR T W rere ol
: V’%“\l 1= GRAR 'J Oz (}DBQI |
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4 f"'/Enjoy the LIVE radio show that made county
music (and Nashville) the music capital

s

H'? of the-world -- The Grand Ole Opry. | h"; .
& OnFriday night you will enjoy RO il
~ aprivate dinner buffet and drinks ‘i _

~ in Studio A, and center stage seating for

the two hour live radio show. One week
| §5=% pefore the show the Opry will announce the up-to 6 acts that will be
, l « preforming. Don’t miss out on this, must see, Nashville tradition.

For more information on our Wednesday events
including Legends, Lunch, and Lyrics (Country Music Hall of Fame Tour)
and the Shotgun Tournament at the Nashville Gun Club visit:

WATERMELONCONVENTION.COM
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rowmwatermelons i&challengmg enough
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Pre-PlantitolHarvest: Weire'here foryou.

MillsiRiver, NG| 1828189160041 Tri-Hishtil'com | I3
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National CRe]oort

What an amazing promotion filled year it has been for our National Wa-
termelon Queen, Madison Laney! She has been so very busy promoting
watermelon from coast to coast, and into Canada for four promotions.
She covered the east coast to the west coast of Canada. This promotion
filled year would not be possible without our generous sponsors. We ap-
preciate you, and a special thanks to the National Watermelon Promotion
Board for all your many sponsorships, Madison has done you proud!

I will again attempt to touch on the highlights of her tour through the
pictures, to save space to cover more promotions. We are still busy and
it’s shaping up to be a busy fall. Our thoughts and prayers go out to our
NWA members affected by the recent hurricanes.

Thanks to the following

sponsors for the promotions
listed below; We have many
more to share next printing.

Wegmans , Richmond,
Virginia; NWPB

United Fresh Show,
Chicago, Illinois;
Maglio Companies

Quality Foods, Qua-
licum Beach, British
Columbia Canada;
NWPB

Harris Teeter, Hilton
Head, South Carolina;
NWPB Grant Money

Hampton County
Watermelon Festival,
Hampton, South
Carolina; Coosaw
Farms

Freson Bros, Edmon-
ton, Alberta Canada
area: NWPB

Buehlers, Wooster,
Ohio: James and Robin
Scarborough,
Continental Produce

Longos, Toronto,
Canada: NWPB

Colemans, St. John,
Newfoundland Canada
area: NWPB

Eleanor T Bullock
NWA Promotions
Coordinator:
etb.nwa@gmail.com;

229.322.9933

Back in St John’s 33‘3#

this little guy stole
Madison’s heart in the
eating contest

Thanks to this lady, Judy Bennett for all the fantastic
Colemans promotions and to Corey for this fantastic
display at his Mount Pearl Store

|, A e -

Madison is ready for the Wegmans shoppers in Richmond,
Virginia

Delicious samples of both red and yellow watermelon
in Wegmans

Robert
Guenther,
United Senior
VP of Public
Policy and
Madison at the
United Fresh
Opening Party
| in Chicago

Madison is
sponsored by
Maglio Companies
for United in Chi-
cago, She is pictured
with Richard Butera
and Joe Delgadillo

= i = s S
A visit with the Watermelon Board’s Stephanie Barlow and
Juliemar Rosado at the Maglio booth

Sam Maglio, Richard and Joe with Madison at the Maglio Booth
at United

b a

Special thanks to Joe and Richard and the Maglio team for
sponsoring us to United

|

\
¥
|
|

Madison at the Quality Foods in Qualicum Beach
British Columbia Canada

B This little shopper
loved her treats
and Madison

the local paper in
Qualicum Beach,
Seaside Cruisers

‘Weekend

Blakely and Madison are welcomed to Harris Teeter in
Hilton Head, S C

:  Madison at
" the Harris
Teeter in
Hilton Head

The girls
find Rusty
Kinard at |
the street
dance at the
Hampton
Watermelon
Festival in
Hampton,
SC

chep.com



8 ¢ the Vineline National Watermelon Association e Fall 2017

Jers...more than seed
Our extensive selection and consultant’s knowledge of
varieties benefits you, our valued customer.

FASGINATION

Resist/Tol..Co, ,, Fon, . Rich deep green
rind color. Very classy Flesh is firm and
deep red. Superior quality, next generation
crimson seedless variety.

SWEET POLLY

Resist/Tol..Co, , Fony - Medium large
triploid with strong vines and exceptional
rind appearance. High quality dark red
flesh is firm with small pips. Resistance
to Fusarium Wilt and Anthracnose Race 1.
Mostly 45 count.

GAPTIVATION

Resist./Tol.:Co, q, Fon( g Uniform
improved fruit set for high yield poten-
tial. Strong disease resistance and plant
growth habit. Suitable for both fresh mar-
ket and fresh-cut use. Mostly 45-count for
whole fruit markets.

Paul Sawyer
239-872-6467

Phil Ramsey
276-701-0991

Darren Deal
229-224-8639

Kip Pelham
561-516-0092

Dan Grissom

o Jim Elam
813-624-2704

. 731-431-6730

o) b B

IEGERS
EED CO.
<_

1-800-962-4999 * www.siegers.com

NWA703HR 3/6/17 5:00pm
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ational Pictures
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The girls find Rusty Kinard at the street dance at the Hampton
‘Watermelon Festival in Hampton, SC

‘We enjoyed a visit to our sponsors Coosaw Farms, Bradley and
Louise O’Neal , thank you!

FARM!

YT

Z00SA

The girls with Bradley, Louise, and their handsome grandson

4 i
Madison is timing the eating contest for Freson’s annual
Watermelon Festival , they loved it!

Our host Dan and the co founders son, Mike Lovsin

Canada Day
Parade in
Hinton Alberta
Canada, with
Freson Bros,
near Jasper

A Brambles Company

This delightful couple are co founders of Freson Bros, Frank and
Agnes Lovsin in Hinton for Canada Day!

Dan and Madison with the eating contest winner, a $50.00 Freson
Gift Card

Here he is again,
he used all $50.00
to purchase this
WATERMELON

Madison with
sponsors James
and Robin
Scarborough in
Wooster, Ohio at
Buehlers

Jeff Tomassetti,
Director of
Produce and
Floral for
Buehler Food
Markets visits
Madison

James and Robin
Scarborough, our sponsors;
Robin even filled in for
Madison after our early
departure due to news of
Madison’s grandfather

James and Robin treated us and the Buehlers team to dinner in
‘Wooster. Thank you for your support!

Proud partner with

Our girls with NWPB’s Brad Brownsey and the Longo’s team
before heading out to 10 Longo stores in the Toronto area

—~ —

Madison receives
flowers from our first
Longo’s

This little guy is one
of the winners

Madison on the air in
St. John’s, Newfound-
land, this was one of
two shows that morn-
ing before the stores

Bidgood’s
Supermarket
in St John’s
welcomed
Madison

This adorable group of little people came out to meet our Queen
at Bidgoods

PLACES
& STORIES

a2

Early beginning for media with the CBC, Canadian Broadcasting
Company, a portion of this radio show was broadcast as video as
well, this is Canada wide..huge, when we arrived in Clarenville,
three hours away people kept saying they just saw Madison on
CBC’s Morning Show

NWA for 8 years.

chep.com
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T-1.800.231.9359 * - F:910:267,2692 WWW.CLIFTONSEED.COM,... 'Punuxzuamlsuuﬂw i

SOW WITHUS

€ cLiFTon SEED Co.
¢ @CLIFTONSEEDCO

C|.||=‘|' N SEE (®) CLIFTONSEED

COMPANY——-
Quality Vegetable Seeds Since 1928

HIGH YIELD POTENTIAL DARK RED FLESH
NICE ROUND-OVAL SHAPE EARLY MATURITY, 83 DAYS
% CRISP FLESH AND TINY PIPS BLOCKY SHAPE, 17-22 LBS.

CS 4030 === <4 TROUBADOL

¢\
EXCELLENT POLLINATOR A HIGH YIELD POTENTIAL
STRONG VINE GROWTH "“"'-—* | L ‘8 MID-EARLY MATURITY |
NARROW SEED CAVITY i s UNIFORM FRUIT, 14-17LBS.. . Y&
LARGE WATERMELON HEART S HIGH BRIX WITH DEEP RED COLOR

FOR SALE IN FL GA, SC. NC, TN, AL, MS ONLY

SUPER CRISP, HIGH BRIX EARLY MATURING

y SMALL SEED PIPS OVAL SHAPE, 16-20 LB
{0-0VAL SHAPE, 15-17 LB ) DARK RED, FIRM FLESH
EXCELLENT SHELF LIFE CONSISTENT HIGH YIELDS

33X 8589

ALLSWEET TYPE }

EARLY POLLEN SOURCE ™. ¥ ,
STRONG & VIGORDUS VINE ™, . EARLY MATURING FRUFE:
BLACK SEEDED y ="M DEEP, RICH RED FLESH

N. FL, AL, MS, LA
TERRY PARRISH
229.921.7803

PLANT CITY, FL
LARRY PIPPIN
813.769.1111

SOUTHWEST FL
DANIEL POPPELL
813.399.3974

NC, SC, VA, DE, MD
JONATHAN WILKS
910.280.1735

PSSO =IO ) —
W—-—- e o9
= ohme porm
- - -
==
BMa o, (== |
WX~ Py - — ] =
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Alabama Rqoort

Greetings from Alabama,

The 2017 tour for the Alabama Watermelon
Queen has been very productive this year.
Queen Paige has been busy visiting schools,
local farmers and farmer’s markets, grocery
stores, and much more!

In June, Queen Paige visited four Rouses
Supermarkets in the Mobile area. She handed
out lots of watermelon samples, coloring
books, and recipes cards to all the customers.
Each store was so welcoming and excited to
have a visit from the Alabama Watermelon
Queen. Thank you Rouses for another won-
derful promotion. Later in the summer, Queen
Paige visited the Fort Rucker Army Base
Commissary and Redstone Arsenal Commis-
sary in Huntsville. These stores had great
displays and customer interactions. Paige
helped teach many customers about the many
health benefits of eating watermelon.

In July, Queen Paige got to celebrate her
love of watermelons at her hometown farm-
ers market in Enterprise. The Enterprise
Farmers Market enjoyed the watermelon day
including a watermelon carving contest and
seed spit contest. Queen Paige had a unique
opportunity to help a famous local chef cre-
ate and demonstrate three watermelon reci-
pes at the Peppermill Farmers Market in
Birmingham.

While a great summer has come and gone,
we are looking forward to have an amazing
fall. In September, we will join the United
Fresh group to march Capitol Hill during
their Washington Conference. Then, in Oc-
tober, will return to Washington DC for the
annual Marine Corp Marathon. Hope to see
you all there!

Sincerely,

Katie Eubanks

Promotions Coordinator

Alabama Watermelon Association
Cell:334-237-0600
Email:Katie.eubanks2 @ gmail.com

CHEDP

A Brambles Company

Queen Paige enjoyed getting to speak with these two regarding
the amazing health benefits of watermelon.

All smiles during a visit to the Peppermill Farmers Market in
Birming ham.

Ready to send '
customers home with
lots of watermelons at i
Rouses Supermarkets. g

It is always
nice to cool off
with a sample
L of watermelon
while grocery
shopping.

Queen Paige was welcomed in her hometown farmers market for
a watermelon day.

Thank you, Scott Davis with Military Produce Group for setting
up a great summer watermelon display!

Every little girl

loves being a
princess and -;
excited to try on
the crown.

A special visitor came to see Queen Paige at the Fort Rucker
Commissary, her father who works on base.

®  Fruits of
labor are
huge in
Mobile.

Chef Nathan and Queen Paige are excited to demonstrate recipes
using watermelon as the main ingredient.

a |‘-|1.._

T
Bt

i
(1]
-1

Superman and Queen Paige talking strategy on how to make a
watermelon seed fly during the seed spit contest.

This little girl was so excited to meet a real-life princess.

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

chep.com
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In a field where consumers come first, understanding
preferences is a must. Our produce chain specialists
are here to indentify the newest trends and
recommend the strongest Nunhems brand watermelon
variety to suit consumer needs. For everything from
your restaurant to retail space, we've got you covered.

Together we grow.

The global specialist

Bayer CropScience

www.nunhems.com
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In our
beautiful
Sunshine
State of
Florida at
Welcome
Center in

Being in my home-
town of Arcadia was
so much fun being
able to visit and see
the “Turner’s”. Thank
you Mr. Phil Sr. and
Mr. Phil Jr. for show-

Florida Rejaort

ing me around the Jenqings,
Greetings from the Sunshine State of Florida!!! Watermelon Florida.
Packing Shed.

As our summer ends, our fall begins with promoting Florida
Watermelons!

Congratulations to
Katie Jones for being
chosen as the 2017
Newberry
‘Watermelon

Queen!

Savannah and I will be starting our month off in October
with the Produce Marketing Association Fresh Summit
Conference (PMA) being held in New Orleans, Louisiana on
October 20- 21. If you haven’t had a chance this year to meet
and visit with our Florida Watermelon Queen Savannah,
please stop by our booth #3745 with Florida Dept. of Agri-
culture along with Chef Justin Timineri.

On “Air” with Lenny
Benoit with K Rock
Radio in Corner
Brook, an island of
Newfoundland.

Then in the month of November, Queen Savannah and I,
along with #4 Nascar Driver Ross Chastain will be traveling
throughout the third week of November promoting Florida
Watermelons throughout the state of Florida at Elementary
schools, Hospitals, Groceries Stores ended up on Nov. 18 at
the Ford Eco-Boost 400 NASCAR Infinity Race in Home-
stead, Florida. Queen Savannah will be handing out Florida

r-;' r‘ |

Handed out slices of watermelons with Ray and Joseph Land

Watermelons at the race track dur lng the day then Stal”tlng at the Naval Air Force Base in Jacksonville along with Ricky Enjoying and learning about the beautiful country of Newfound-
g . : 5 iali ili land. Thank Ms. Judy B tt of Col ’
at 3:30 p.m. cheering on our #4 Driver Ross Chastain be- Sprinkle - Produce Specialists Military Produce Group. Thanks O owacry Store for having as.

3 N .. Ray and Joseph for helping us out that day.
ing sponsored by Florida Watermelon Association. If you’re _

not going to be at the Homestead-Miami Speedway that day
please cheer him on for the WIN wherever you are that day.
We are all so proud of Ross this year driving in the Camping
World Truck Series, Infinity Nascar Series, and the Nascar
Sprint Cup Race, promoting watermelons throughout the
year. This will be Ross last race of the 2017 year. Good Luck
Ross!!! From all of us at the Florida Watermelon Association.

. a . .. Thank you to Bob Gibson and Murray Tillis for sponsoring us at A fun time by all at “Longo’s” at their 17th Annual Watermelon
Don’t forget to visit our Florida Watermelon Association Face- the 63rd Annual Chiefland Watermelon Festival. Eating Contest.

book account where you will get to see where Queen Savan-
nah has been this past year promoting Florida Watermelons.

Hope everyone has a safe, and Happy Holidays. Remember
to pick up your Florida Watermelons at your local grocery
stores this fall.

] ] . b
Until next time! Hope to see everyone at our 2018 Florida ' _ \ W
i i i FWQ Savannah Christensen and 2016 CWQ Emma Sapp . . .

Watermelon Convention being held at Trump International Queen Savannah showing Chis Shaw with Fox 4 News TV on
Beach Resort in Sunny Isles, Florida on January 19-20! congratwlate Catherine Bowman for E‘g‘i growned the 2017 how to pick out a good Watermelon.
Debra Harrison - Abeautiful
Florida Watermelon Promotions Coordinator "““m&‘l’;‘e‘hn
Email: debra@flfwa.com Cell: (863) 633-8306 Savannah at our

Walmart — Blitzin 8

Tampa, Florida. §

NI - o T N ey
Anight of fun times with special friends along with SCWQ
Blakely Johnson at “Ole Mill Crab House “in Delaware.

It is hard to believe that in just a few short months I will be
retiring my Florida crown and competing at Nationals. This
year has been full of excitement and experiences I would
have never guessed I would be a part of. In this few months
I have been to Toronto, Rhode Island, Newfoundland, Mary-
land, Delaware, and all over the state of Florida making
appearances at commissary’s, schools, festivals, Welcome
Centers, and my personal favorite, watermelon farms. There
1S just something about visiting and learning from the farm-
ers that makes me absolutely love this job. I have learned

so much about watermelon and how hard the farmers work,
leaving me with a great deal of respect for each and every
one of them.

Our beautiful “Watermelons Queens” visiting with M.G. Ford at
the Laurel Auction Block.

Thank you

. Natalie Casey for
B always including

Jar#  usinthe “Water-

melon 5 Run”.

‘What a beautiful

morning to start

out early on the

" Fourth

of July.

This job has been such a blessing and a once in a lifetime
chance, I couldn’t be more grateful for the Florida Watermel-
on Association and every one that has sponsored me to go to
these wonderful places. Thank you!!

2017 Florida Watermelon Queen - Savannah Christensen

Visiting with Governor John Carney of Delaware at the Laurel
Auction Block.

'/ 800.799.LUND T10 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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Watermelons by Sakata

e S OIN:INE
. WINNER’S
CIRCLE

Are you ready to take your watermelon program
to the next level? Sakata's collection of high-yielding
seedless watermelons offers triple the benefits with
superior traits like early or mid maturity, very firm
flesh and delicious flavor. Our full line-up of seedless
watermelon provides growers with dependability in
delivering abundant yields of quality fruit, and we
offer the perfect pollinators to maximize returns.

To order, contact your preferred supplier.

. B
z — i
; = =\
p ]

A,

- AW
L- S et
Charismatic  Secretariat

* Early-maturing with good * Early-maturing and high yielding
cold-satting ability

=T

,._/

Belmont - Unbridled -

* 6-10 Ib.; extremely deepred * Very strong vines and bears
flesh and excellent demarcation  fruit witherisp, firm flesh

Perfect Pollinators for a Profitable Harvest!
- O, #L

1
e, -

b ‘ l -
|
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e S - 0 4

Ace Plus Wild Card Plus P

* Early flowering date makes * Pralific male flowers ensure
pollen available for the first maximum yield potential

female flowers

Kingman _ ®
+ High yield potential S AKA I A‘
» Nice round-oval shape

e Excellent main-season choice sakataveg etables.com

o

© 2017 Sakata Seed America, Inc,
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Georgia Report

Hi there from Georgia!

Our Georgia watermelon season is coming to a close
and we have had an awesome year promoting our
favorite, sweet summer fruit. The queen tour has been
a great success and we are so fortunate to have had the
opportunity to visit so many wonderful places! We
can’t think of anything better than marketing sweet
Georgia watermelon!

June and July were very busy for Queen Anna Beth.
We promoted watermelon in so many places — retail
stores, TV appearances, NASCAR races, commissar-
ies, Chic-fil-A Headquarters, athletic events, farm tours
and many more locations. Thank you to the National
Watermelon Promotion Board,

Melon 1, and Kendra Kennedy for your support of the
Georgia Queen Promotions Tour!

Our watermelon adventures continued into August
with the annual MarDel Queen Tour. The week began
with spreading the love of watermelon by handing out
slices on the Rehoboth Beach boardwalk! Retail visits
where we hosted watermelon eating contests kept us
busy throughout our week. The trip would not have
been complete without an evening at the Old Mill Crab
House where Queen Anna Beth enjoyed her first taste
of crab! Our week concluded with handing out water-
melon to more than 2500 attendees at the Annapolis
Rotary Crab Feast at the Navy-Marine Corps Stadium.
Thank you to the MarDel Association for your hospi-
tality and for making this week such a success! Thank
you to Vincent Farms for having us all at your home
for breakfast and to Melon 1 for providing a delicious
lunch! Following the MarDel Queen Tour, Queen
Anna Beth continued her promotional tour with the
traditional trip to Sanford Stadium, home of the Geor-
gia Bulldogs, to help the players cool off after practice
with some cold, juicy watermelon. Because it is a
natural hydrator and relieves muscle soreness, it was
the perfect post work-out snack for the team!

We are looking forward to more promotions this fall!
Stay tuned until we can share those experiences with
you in our next issue!

Our 2018 GWA Annual Conference is fast approach-
ing and we hope you are making plans to join us in St.
Simons at the King and Prince Resort on January 26-
28,2018! This is always such outstanding event filled
with great food, good conversation and fun!

Would you like to schedule a date for our Georgia
Watermelon Queen to visit your location? Please call
Dawn Cheplick at 706-845-8575 or dcheplick@asgin-
fo.net to book the queen.

Dawn Cheplick, Promotions Coordinator
706-845-8575
dcheplick@asginfo.net

CHEIP

A Brambles Company

yer =

Queen Anna Beth live on the set with atl&co getting ready to
share Fire and Ice Watermelon Salsa with the viewers

Queen Anna Beth down on the farm with our GA growers!

r
-

—

&
4

Watermelon hydrates!

Annapolis MD Rotary Crab Feast —
Queen Anna Beth and ‘Queen Clawdia’

10‘
N ENT
K ﬂ()“‘
s i

(Varlel

Chic-fil-A headquarters celebrating their summer feature drink,
‘Watermelon Mint Lemonade.

Queen Anna Beth presents Chic-fil-A CEO, Dan Cathay, with his
very own watermelon tie.

sAt Fort Benning commissary serving our heroes our favorite
summertime treat!

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

chep.com
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Like traditions, some
tastes never change.

At Seminis®, we're always looking to our past to help g d a brighter future
for their busmesses through helghtened performa!'thf ding and increased"

Tailgate Bottle Rocket

new dark mottled stripe that produces dark mottled stripe that
a large percentage of 36-count produces a large percentage
watermelon with some 45-counts of 36-count watermelon

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary frem location te lecation dnd foom year Lo yead. This reselt may not be-an indicator of results
you may abtain as local growing, seil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate datafrom multiple Iecations and years whenever possible,
Semims® and SummerSlice™ are trademarks of Seminis Vegetable Seeds, Inc. £ 2017 Semims Vegetable Seads, Ing
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Road Trip Joy Ride

a 45-count watermelon hybrid produces a large percentage
of 36-count watermelon

Yy 4

= e o
Learn more of what the future can bring at seminis-us.com/summerslice Semlf‘nlﬁ,
grow forwa
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K pl with ScreenDuo.:
eep your cool wi creenuvuo.
Use Screen Duo™ to manage heat stress and sunburn on screen nl.lﬂ fﬂr stress a“d
your crop. Representing the latest generation of abiotic stress
management technology, Screen Duo has two modes of action. The s“nburn maﬂagemﬂlﬂ-

first is a visible particle film that protects agains the harmful effects Keep Y'Uur mEI']"S 000|, i“Side

of the sun. The second is a naturally occurring compound that
triggers the plant’s stress response mechanism. Screen Duo provides and Ol.lt.
protection both in and outside the plant.

Screen Duo has a zero re-entry interval and can be used up to
the day of harvest.

2017 Certis USA 1-800-250-5024 - www.CertisUSA.com
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IUliana ‘Rejoort

9 9 9 Kroger grand -
There is nothing like fresh watermelon on a hot summer day and opening Fishers [

Queen Katie was determined to spread the sweetness. Indiana

She started the summer off with our friends at Kroger in Fishers
Indiana. Katie worked a two day event celebrating another one of
their grand openings. Kroger never fails to have an outstanding turn
out for their events and Queen Katie was able to greet people of all
ages and educate them on watermelons.

Queen Katie celebrated America’s birthday in Vincennes at the 4th
of July Festivities. Thank you to Brad Toney and his side kick,
Kaelee, for driving Katie in the parade. She always loves spending
time with this IWA family.

Lots of melons g
sold at this price!!! Alittle goofing around before passing out melons on the board-
walk in Delaware

b \T‘F-.-,..w;
LA A A
a

Riley’s Children’s hospital was a humbling yet exceptional day for
Katie. She was able to visit patients and hear some of their stories.
Queen Katie’s passion is for every child to know their self worth
and she was blessed by every minute she got to spent with them.
She met John Andretti and admired his love and commitment to
these special kids. A party was held that afternoon for patients well
enough to attend.

4th of July Parade
Ross and Chad Chastain joined in the fun at ‘Race for Riley’. Ross Wiﬂ;ffadhfonzy ‘-‘i“d
wasn’t able to compete in the amateur Go-Cart races but Chad took grndtaughier Rackee
home 1st place in the sponsor race and Queen Katie was very proud
of herself for coming in 5th! The IWA proudly presented a check for
$26,000 for Riley’s Children’s Hospital.

Thankful to be reunited with these beauties

during MarDel Queen Tour.

The Nascar Xfinity Race was next on the Queen’s tour. It was a
pleasure to see our Watermelon Driver, Ross Chastain, again and
serve watermelons at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Katie
loved getting the full experience of Nascar Racing thanks to the
Chastain family and 1st chair, Kelly Tyner. Their hospitality made
the day unforgettable.

‘Watermelon
Festival with Lt.
“  Gov. Suzanne
Crouch

It was a perfect day at the Morristown Derby Days. Once again
Queen Katie was showered with remarkable hospitality from the
Toney family and friends. After the parade Katie got to cheer on
Rookie,Evan Trittipo, in the Derby. Evan came in 2nd and won
‘Best of Show’ with his watermelon car!

Queen Katie was so thankful to attend MarDel Queen Tour. She en-
joyed being reunited with the other state queens and get some fresh
ideas on how to promote watermelons. Again, the hospitality was
second to none. Katie made life long memories from very special
people in the MarDel community.

Queen Katie loved her time at Little Scholars Preschool

_——_-—
[DELI-BAKERY
New Market’s

. WATERMELON ~ QUEEN| =
N 8/17 FROM 230 T0 6PM| &
WATERMELON %1 99 |g

Back home again in Indiana, the Watermelon Festival was the buzz
around town. Queen Katie had a full day of activities scheduled on
another beautiful day. Indiana Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch even helped
with the watermelon seed spitting contest. Lt. Gov. Crouch was a
delight to meet and shared her interest in the IWA. A big thank you
to Freyco Farms for sponsoring this event.

Queen Katie
accepting
awards on

Katie loved spending time at Little Scholars Preschool. The kids behalf TWA.

were mesmerized as she interacted with them by reading books and
having fun with watermelons.

‘[ M'J,‘.'H&TER

We headed north to start our New Market promos as we traveled
W‘\L‘WCJWSEHIE-

back down the state hitting as many as possible. Our new friends
from last year made this year even more spectacular.

Of course summer would not be complete without a trip to the state
fair. IWA once again united with Kroger and The Little Red Door
to promote the health benefits of watermelons. A big thank you to
Mouzin Brother Farms for donating the watermelons for this event.

We pray that everyone had a safe and prosperous summer. We are so
thankful for the generosity of the associations, NPB and IWA, for al-
lowing us to do our job to its full potential. Katie continues to learn
more about the watermelon industry and how special each individual
is to form an outstanding association.

Queen Katie

Sweet Regards, % ' f B L U0 atthe Indiana
Lorrinda Ellermann ' \ i \ Ty Statc Fair
IWA Promotions Coordinator '

/' 800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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Troubadour

High brix with deep red color
Crimson sweet rind pattern with dark
stripes

Mid-early maturity

High yield potential

Excellent interior appearance and

h_Uniform 14-17 1b size for.: eating quality with a strong vine
higherbin,count!
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Traveler A "
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« High yield variety with a vigorous strong
plant
Ability to set fruit under high heat
conditions
Uniform fruit shape and size
High brix and firm crisp flesh

Mid-early - ’Go the dlS 1ce w1th thlS
= o reliable watermel_ n!

e
e
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Accompllce

= Prolific male flower production
throughout the entire crop cycle
Allows for 100% triploid population
when inter-planted between 3rd & 4th
ol triploid plant
el e Potential for increased overall yield of
Super pollenizer for | triploid watermelons
| triploidwwatermelons!
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Worrled about CGMMV?

We’re leading the industry in the fight against Cucumber Green Mottle Mosaic Virus!
To learn more, visit: www.hmclause.com/cgmmv

HM.CLAUSE, Inc. | 7 HM* CLAUSE

260 Cousteau PI. Ste 210 Davis, CA 95618 m Toll Free: 800.320.4672 m www.hmclause.com
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Mar-Del CRqoort

It seems like summer just started and here we are at the end
of it! Our schedule was booked with events around Delmarva
promoting Mar-Del watermelons. Connor started the sum-
mer recording our local radio and TV station commercial
that aired from June through September. If you did not hear
Connor on our local Radio and TV stations, you were seeing
her at a fair, day camp or grocery store. We were able to at-
tend the Healthy Kids day at Trap Pond and teach the healthy
benefits of watermelon. Connor cheered on bikers at the MS
Bike a thon and Susan Komen Bike a thon. The bikers al-
ways enjoy a refreshing slice of watermelon after a sixty plus
mile bike ride.

It was a good seed spit competition at the Kent County and
New Castle County 4-H Day camps. The kids enjoyed the
friendly competition and made watermelon tambourines.

We soon found ourselves in the middle of our season and full
force into traveling to promotions. Connor participated in the
“Paint the bus” event in Laurel. The event brings the commu-
nity together and they are able to paint an agriculture mural
on the watermelon bus.

One of our favorite summer time events is the Maryland
Buy Local cookout. Connor tried Maryland restaurants and
producers recipes that used local ingredients. The follow-
ing day we traveled to Virginia to a grocery store promotion.
We helped customers pick out a perfect watermelon with the
three easy steps: “Look, Lift, and Turn!” It was a perfect hot
summer day to buy a watermelon!

The midpoint of our summer is always the Delaware State
Fair. Connor was busy with two watermelon recipe demon-
strations, a live TV interview with WMDT, and Governor’s
day tour and lunch. It is always a fun filled week of promot-
ing watermelon. Thank you to our board members who were
able to come out and work a shift at our Mar-Del Watermelon
Association booth.

On the last day of state fair, we headed down to the an-
nual Wrights Market Watermelon Festival and Watermelon
Princess Competition. We crowned this year’s Watermelon
Princess, Annette Brown.

With only two days to re-pack and re —group, Connor was
ready to host our National Queen Tour week! Connor, Na-
tional Queen Madison, and other state queens worked hard
promoting watermelon around Mar-Del. We started the week
at the Rehoboth Board walk and Giant grocery store. The
girls judged the watermelon eating contest and watermelon
displays made by grocery store employees. Next, we headed
to the Laurel Auction Block, Vincent Farms for a tour of their
packing shed and to Evans farms for a tour of their market.
After a night eating crabs at Old Mill, we headed to Annapolis,
Maryland for the Rotary Crab feast. We handed out slices of
watermelon to over two thousand people! The last day of our
tour consisted of a grocery store promotion at Whole Foods.
The Queens passed out samples of watermelon and made sure
customers knew how to pick out the perfect watermelon.

We wrapped up national queen tour week just in time for the
Evans Farm Watermelon Festival. Always a fun day of water-
melon games, food and of course, WATERMELON. Connor
finished the summer with Wicomico County Fair, Orioles
baseball game promotion, Maryland State Fair Governor’s
day lunch and fair tour, and a grocery store promotion at
Stew Leonard’s. It was a great summer supporting our local
farmers and our favorite summer time treat!

CHEDP

A Brambles Company

o |
A quick picture at the Laurel Auction Block during queen tour
week. Thank you to all those who purchased a watermelon in
the auction.

All smiles at the
Wicomico County
Fair. We were excited
about handing out
watermelons on a hot
summer day.

|

Thank you Mr. Charles and Ms. Michelle for having us at the
annual Wright’s Watermelon Festival.

We had a
special visit at
our Delaware g
State Fair
booth from
U.S Secretary ¢
of Agriculture 2
Sonny Purdue.

Queen Connor and Dawn Collins after our watermelon demon-
stration at Delaware State Fair.

Another
successful =
year for the
Evans Farm |8
Watermelon
festival.

A summer is not complete without a ride in the Delaware State
Fair eveing parade as Mar-Del Watermelon Queen.

——
L
gt

“Hey! That
.~ is me! Queen
Connor
pointing out
our promo- R
tion in Whole Watermelons for everyone! Queen Connor at
Foods. the grand opening of Stew Leonard’s .

We were in the presence of rurality at the Rotary Crab feast in
Annapolis, Maryland. Queen Clawd came and took a picture with
Queen Connor and Queen Madison.

724 THE MARYLAND £
W STATE FAIR

35 : 7%

‘Watermelon for everyone! Queen Connor had a great time giving
out slices of watermelon at Rehoboth Beach.

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

chep.com
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COOL MELONS ARE MORE PROFITABLE.

Reducing the penetration of harmful ultraviolet and infrared light to the surface of your melons keeps the
fruit cooler and less susceptible to heat stress and sun damage.

Surround® Crop Protectant and Purshade® Solar Protectant protect melon surfaces from sunburn by
reflecting and blocking significant amounts of infrared and ultraviolet radiation.

Many growers report reductions of sunburn-damaged fruit by up to 50 percent when SURROUND and
PURSHADE are used according to directions.

Think of SURROUND and PURSHADIE as a sunscreen for your crops. Keeping your melons cool with
SURROUND and PURSHADE means higher marketable yields and higher profits.

Learn more and watch instructional videos at novasource.com.

¥
pu‘rshg&\é.”

Solar Protectant

Surround’

Agricultural Crop Protectant

vagource'

T Tessenderlo Group

£ £ [ i

NewaSource, Purshads and Surround ars registered trademarks of Tessenderlo Kerdey, Inc. Always read the labal before buying and follow label insfructions when using this product. ©2016 Tessenderlo Kerlsy, Inc.
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North Carolina Rejaort

) 3 3 ‘Wilson Tobs baseball team players and Queen Emma at Deans
Emma assisting Food Lion customer with selecting the perfect Farm Market. The players used the “mini” melons to help every-
one with their batting practice.

Watermelon Day celebrations, watermelon festivals, re-
tail promotions, media interviews and many other events watermelon.
have kept Queen Emma busy this summer.

“Watermelon Day” events at the NC Department of
Agriculture Farmers Markets in Charlotte, Asheville,
Greensboro and Raleigh gave Emma an opportunity to
meet hundreds of consumers. Highlights of the events
included free watermelon slices, watermelon eating and _ ; 3 . \ . .
the largest watermelon contest. Nick Augustini, Mar- Food Lion in-store promotion in Sneads Ferry, NC. Great NC Joe Jones escorting Emma and NCWA President James Sharp in
keting Specialist with NCDA helped us sample lots of watermelons and watermelon cake. the Fair Bluff Watermelon Festival parade.
watermelon at each market. Television appearance is
Charlotte and Raleigh gave the NC watermelon industry
and our watermelon day celebrations some great expo-
sure. Senator Brent Jackson hosted a “Watermelon Day
celebration at the NC General Assembly in Raleigh,
NC. State Senators, House Representatives and staffers
enjoyed tasty watermelon and got to meet Queen Emma. S :

Deans Farm Market in Wilson, NC held a watermelon oo o e o Lon et 8 e Famem b,
day event. A watermelon batter’s box, watermelon wall offices in Salisbury, NC.

art painting, seed spitting and lots more fun activities
kept everyone busy during the celebration.

2

NC Watermelon Festivals are a big part of watermelon
season in our state. The Fair Bluff Festival was lots of
fun with Joe Jones escorting Queen Emma in the pa-
rade. The 32nd Annual Murfreesboro festival was a true NC Senator Brent Jackson and Queen Emma eclebrating al the
celebration of everything watermelon. Mr. and Mrs. goodness O NC watemelons e NC General Assembly in
Percy Bunch hosted the queen, during the festival Emma

served as emcee for the “Little Miss Watermelon™ pag-
eant and assisted with the watermelon eating and seed
spitting contests.

State Farmers
Market in Raleigh,
NC largest
watermelon
contest winner.

Retail promotions help to sell more NC melons. Our

Food Lion stores hosted special promotions to benefit ;

the HOpe for the Warriors program. Emma took paI't in e = : i 1 Free watermelon give away winner at the Western NC Farmers
0 .. Emerald Isle Food Lion promotion to support “Hope for the Market “Watermelon Day” celebration.

these events promoting watermelon and raising money Wariors” charity. :

for a great cause. Emma also did additional in-store pro- '

motions with Food Lion, Ingles, Military Commissaries

and Giant.

Queen Emma really enjoyed her opportunity to sup-
port the NC watermelon industry as part of the Mar-Del
Queen Tour. Thanks to the Mar-Del Watermelon As-
sociation, Terra Eby and Queen Connor for a fun filled
week in Maryland and Delaware.

Queen Emma sharing free watermelon slices with consumers on
the Rehoboth Beach boardwalk in Delaware during the Mar-Del
Queen Tour.

Jackson Farming Co. hosted Queen Emma for a farm
tour where she learned all about the production side of
growing, packing and shipping watermelons. Emma es-
pecially enjoyed learning about watermelon productions
from Senator Brent Jackson and Rodney Jackson at their . \
farm in Autryville 5 NC. Happy watermelon customers at the NCDA

Charlotte Farmers Market.

Lots more events to come. Until next time....

Sharon Rogers

Promotions Coordinator
ncwatermelonqueen @gmail .com
336-583-9630

Murfreesboro Watermelon Festival — Mr. and Mrs. Percy Bunch
and Queen Emma enjoying the festival.

Jackson Farming Company Tour in Autryville, NC. Senator Brent

Jackson showing Emma the watermelon line.

“ARE YOU READY TO BENEFIT FROM TAP?

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC THANSPDRTATIOI‘\I ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

/ 800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM Ac )I" +
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CAPTIVATION s rctnsnsis: EXCLIRSION

Captivation produces a heavy set of medium- to large-sized, Excellent fruit size potential. Attractive deep red, firm flesh, with
blocky shaped seedless fruit with a rich Crimson Sweet skin small pips. Strong vine growth. Large, oval shaped fruit with
appearance that is suitable for both fresh market and fresh-cut crimson striped appearance. 18 - 22 |bs. Mostly 36- and 43-
use. Attractive, dark red flesh with firm texture and small pip count fruit.

size for repeat sales. 14-17 |b. fruit. Mostly 45-count fruit for
whole fruit markets.

FASCINATION
High-yielding Fascination produces excellent seedless Sweet Dawn is an early-maturing variety that produces

watermelons with unigue, advanced features that bring premium  consistently high yields, offering growers significant first-to-
market pricing. Uniform 43- and 36- count blocky fruit. 16-20 Ibs.  market advantages. Its large, oval-shaped fruit, sweet, firm flesh

Attractive red, firm flesh. Improved disease resistance with in- and rich, classic Crimson rind pattern make it a sweet option for
termediate resistance to Fusarium Wilt Race | and Anthracnose retailers and consumers alike. 16 - 200 Ibs. Mostly 36- and 45-
Race I. count fruit.

The Syngenta lc@n is a lrademark of a Syngenta
roup Company.

81 Day Triploid Crimsan Seedless

83 Day Triploid Crimson Seedless Sw E ET D AWN | 74 Day Triploid Crimson Seedless

Our Experienced Representatives Can Help You!

Ralph Hendry (561)B62-4328  Jim Thomas (352) 427-D473
Joe Jones (910) B10-3306 Michael Everson (228) 318-9B74
Jim Plunkett (803) 664-0070 Craig Mathis (270) 704-8177
Tony Rice (813) 477-1407 Jake Cowart (B63) B0B-5252
Steve Richardson (229) 313-3881 Kevin Hosey (BE5) 548-7333

Like and Follow SEEDWAY For Up-To Date News and Product Information!

Ty

SEEDWAYLLE ~ @SEEDWAY_LLC
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South Carolina Re}oort

F? Bl ’s Grand
2. Opening,
Summerville,

We began our watermelon season with an appearance
at a BJ’s Grand Opening in Summerville, SC. Blake-
ly was able to roll the watermelons out and empty a
bin in no time. What a great day we had in Summer-
ville with some wonderful people.

Next, we were off to Hilton Head and Harris Teeter
where we were met by Eleanor Bullock and Madi-
son Laney. The girls sold watermelons from Willis
Farms in Bamberg, SC. After leaving Hilton Head,
we traveled to Hampton, SC, where Blakely and
Madison rode in the Hampton Watermelon Festival
parade. Visits were made to Coosaw Farms in Fair-
fax, Kinard Farms in Lodge, and Willis Farms in
Bamberg.

On July 13th, Blakely attended the Blackville Field
Day in Blackville, SC, where she was a member of
the watermelon crew under Dr. Gilbert Miller. After

the evept’ e VISIted Sandlfer FarmS Wthh 18 alSO n Visiting with the Governor of Delaware at the Laurel Market in
Blackville, SC. Laurel, DE.

Boston, MA, was the next stop where Blakely made
appearances at Westwood, MA, West Roxbury, MA,
Sudbury, MA, and Natick, MA, for Roche Brothers
Stores. Thanks to the NWPB for allowing Blakely to
make this very worthwhile trip.

August 1st through 5th, found us on the MarDel
Queen Tour. During this visit with Terra Ebby and
Connor Vincent, we made appearances at Rehoboth
Beach Boardwalk in Rehoboth Beach, DE; a Giant
Store in Rehoboth Beach; the Laurel Auction block
in Laurel, DE; Melon 1 in Laurel, DE; Vincent Farms
in Laurel, DE; Evans Farms in Bridgeville, DE; the
Rotary Crab Fest in Cambridge, MD; and Whole
Foods in Cambridge, MD. We also were welcomed
into the home of the MarDel Queen and her parents
for a brunch and by Melon 1 for a wonderful lun-
cheon. Thanks to all of the folks from the MarDel
Watermelon Association who make this event pos-
sible every year.

Our August football cuttings included: The Furman
Paladins in Greenville, SC; the Clemson Tigers in
Clemson, SC; the Presbyterian Blue Hose in New-
berry, SC; and the USC Gamecocks in Columbia, SC.
Also, in August was the Schutzenfest Festival where

Blakely was honored to ride in the annual parade. illis Farms, SC. Blakely enjoyed meeting Coach Will Muschamp at USC in
Columbia, SC.

We are looking forward to our last few promotions
that include the United Fresh Conference in Wash-
ington, DC and PMA in New Orleans, LA.

This has been a very productive and beneficial year
for our queen, Blakely Johnson. Blakely has done a
wonderful job representing our state and our product
as a whole. Many thanks to all of our members who
have been there for us along the way.

Until next time,

Ann Bryant

SC Promotions Coordinator I .

Abryant028 @chater.net P : Dr. Gilbert Miller
Ann.bryant@furman.edu e TR . watermelon

864-303-3995 — 2 Bicriln SC.

Billie and Barbara Jenkins enjoying the Clemson Tigers and
spending time with Blakely in Clemson, SC

/ 800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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NASHVILLE continued on page 26

HALL OF FAME
er.r'“ N\

Fame, and Class III of our Future Watermelon Farm
Leaders. This is where the past meets the present, and
leaders of multiple generations join hands for the bet-
terment of the Association.

Additionally, every five years the Association recog-
nizes leaders that have served on the Executive Com-
mittee for more than 25 years, a lifetime of dedication
and service. In Nashville, we will honor 15 leaders
that have committed many years of service with our
Lifetime Achievement award.

The Winds of Change: How do We React?

Almost everything around us in our daily and busi-
ness lives is changing, as the world spins around the
sun and the technology age advances at light speed
pace. Hear from your Executive Director of many of
those changes; how they are changing how we do the
simplest of things; and what our leaders are doing to
create and posture the National Watermelon Associa-
tion to meet new demands while evolving the business
into a thriving and stronger association.

Brand New: A Mobile APP
and Convention Website

For the very first time, the National Watermelon Asso-
ciation has a mobile APP that is a free download in the

M0

AG
LE

855.817.1227 | &

AGAMERICA.COM/OUR-COMPANY

APPLE and GOOGLE Stores. Everything that has
to do with the National Watermelon Association
convention & annual meeting is found there, and it
is pretty cool. Download it today, and enjoy using
this new tool that was built just for you.

Additionally, we have a separate convention website
that is almost a duplicate of the mobile APP. The

next time that you are on the internet, search for the
website, www.watermelonconvention.com, and save

Special Guests have been Invited

We have invited a star-studded cast from government,
to the music industry to high profile speakers. As we
receive commitments from them, we will make those
announcements across the next couple of months. In
the past, we’ve had U.S. legislators, State legislators,
University Deans, a Watermelon-Smashing Comedian,
Federal Officials, and even a U.S. President. Stay
tuned as we fill out this guest list.

it to your desktop or favorites. Both of these new
marketing tools are designed with you in mind.

NASHVILLES

Mol WaTornclon.
CapiesTian 2018

ez o

So, Let’s Roll and Giddy-Up
on to Nashville

So, what are you waiting for? Download our new mo-
bile APP (free download), or logon to our new conven-
tion website, www.watermelonconvention.com. There
you will find the details of all that you need to reserve
your hotel room, register for the convention, and sign
up for the outside events.

And while you’re at it ........ Invite a friend that may
not be a member of the National Watermelon Associa-
tion, or someone that you think should be involved. We
work hard for you (our stakeholders) each and every
day. Let’s spread the wealth, and get others involved
also. We look forward to seeing you in Nashville,
where the music will lead us to the next note, the next
lyric, the next song, and the next memories of our lives.

We Know
Watermelon.

At Headstart Nursery, we've been growing watermelon transplants
longer —and better—than any other nursery on the west coast.
Qur customers include some of the nation’s top growers and seed
producers. So why grow anywhere else!

d

HEADSTART
NURSERY e

NDING

wcd Florids sncwlg

408.842.3030 | HeadstartNursery.com
4860 Monterey Road Gilroy, CA 95020
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Texas CReJoort

Hello Wonderful Watermelon Family! Chlosand the bigeest watermelon ntries ofthe Center T
I hope this letter finds you well. Our lovely queen Chloe

started off the summer with a fun festival in Center,

Texas, which happens to be her hometown. During the

festival she visited with many of the hometown folks and

took part in helping with the various events. First there

was the contest for the largest watermelon grown and

later that evening people enjoyed gospel music. Friday Ao
morning there was a pet show in which people brought
their precious pets decked out in watermelon accessories
and outfits. That evening we had a wonderful meal at
the country club with some of the Wiggins family and
friends. The following morning there was a 5K and a
kids run and the participants rehydrated with some deli-
cious watermelon after the event. Saturday afternoon
there was a pageant for babies on up to teenagers. Now
that contest must have been the hardest to judge because
all of the participants were adorable and many were
wearing cute, creative watermelon attire. We also found
it pretty amusing that some of the crowns were almost as
big as the children. The other events the people enjoyed
were the watermelon seed spit and the watermelon eat-
ing contests. Chloe and I would like to thank Wiggins
Watermelons for sponsoring the festival and the trip.
Jesse, his dad, and the rest of the family were busy most
of the time at the packing shed, but they made sure we
had a great time and were well taken care of.

« Chloe congratulates
% the ladies SK winner

Chloe visited
with the owner of a
beautiful husky

CENTER p
M7 wHar.p ME

Pet contestants are ready!

~4AT ELON SFONSU

Next up for Chloe were some in-store promotions at
two Market Street stores in Colleyville and Coppell,
Texas. She did a great job of teaching the customers the
one, two, threes’ of picking out a good watermelon and
explaining her role as the Texas Watermelon Queen. A
couple of weeks later we had a two day HEB promotion
for a store’s grand opening in San Antonio. This store Aproud winner
was so busy they were having people direct traffic in the
parking lot, and there was a constant stream of custom-
ers to give samples to and visit with. The people were
very appreciative of the help Chloe gave and friendliness
she displayed. In all, both events were extremely suc-
cessful, as a high volume of watermelon was sold.

Unfortunately, our latest in-store promotion with a Fiesta
Store in Houston was postponed due to Hurricane Har-
vey. We were so looking forward to working with our
National Watermelon Queen, Madison Laney, and Miss
Eleanor. Our hearts and prayers go out to all the people
the storm affected.

Some bunny is happy!

Soon, Chloe and I will be traveling to the Marine Corps
Marathon in October. Then we will have 2017 Texas Wa-
termelon Convention in November in McAllen, Texas.

If you would like information on the convention please
email me.

Fondest Regards,
Barbara Duda

TWA Promotions Coordinator
bcduda62@gmail.com

Someone who
wanted to meet the
Texas Watermelon

Queen

—

The Center Texas Watermelon Festival 5K start

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA QOUR ALC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T10 REACH OUR
Acl= +

N

EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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You cultivate strong bonds /
& close-knit famllteb

We create corrugated packaging that ensures your
produce stays safe and fresh all the way to your customer.

Corrugated Bulk Bins

® 4 color print
e Gluing, stitching and glitching
e Pre-print and process printing

Shipping out of Spanish Fork, UT and Cedar Rapids, IA, with warehousing options
throughout the United States.

For information contact: ‘ KAPSTO
Scott Bowers NE

CONTAINER CORPORATION
801.376.2187 A
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Western CRqoort

SAVE THE DATE!!

WWA CONYENTION
January 20, 20186
New York, New York Hotel & Casino
Las Vegas, NV

The Western Watermelon Association will hold it’s annual convention on
January 20th, 2018 in Las Vegas, NV. This convention brings together
growers, shippers, distributors and related service providers of the
watermelon industry in a relaxed environment. We have an

exciting line up of guest speakers this year. Breakfast and lunch will be
provided as well as a three hour long social hour for members to gather
together and exchange ideas and meet one another. All are welcome and
encouraged to attend! Please contact the Western Watermelon
Association for more information.

Western Watermelon Association .
P.0O. Box 6695
Nogales, AZ 85628
www.westernwatermelon.org

!b Like us on
Facebook

CHEDP

A Brambles Company

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

chep.com
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CONVENTION

LICE 7OU'VEE NEEVER SEEN IT 3EF0ORE.

NASHVH-LE

Corwention 2018

""“‘?ﬁ

“Hrghnghts
Regletratlon i e
Agenda

Sponsors fq du
Speaké‘r]s

Exhibitors

DOWNILLOAD THiE WATERMIEELLON CONVENTION 2018 APP TODAY
AVAIALLE IN THiE GOOGLE PILAY STORE AND THiE APPLLE APP STORE.
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We are right where you need us. Contact us today!

Southern U.S. East Coast Midwest Marketing Customer Service

Steve Crowder Josh Rowe Brad Johnston Jane Jennings Susan Soeder
678.644.9162 804.592.8547 812.691.5006 360.601.7860 888.236.6150

TAKE
A LOAD OFF

Enjoy more peace of mind with the STRENGTH,
DURABILITY,

& PERFORMANCE of

Triple Wall Bulk Packaging

-~
" IR

-t High quality print capability - - Sheet com}ersio_,n'up1to‘8'_6"lx7216 "."': "__f

k

- - Strength & Durability | i In-line die—cutter/folder/glyéf/st[fc;her h _'

b ..'-1,.'. 1
H PRl

WWW.COrrchoice.com
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Protect your products.

Protect your bottom line.

_ INTERNATIONAL@PAPER ]

® ClimaBin

with proprietary ClimaGuard® medium technology

- Moisture can lead to bin failure ClimaBin containers stay
2 dry and strong

No more getting soaked by damaged inventory and
damaged relationships with customers

e
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To learn more about this
proprietary product,
contact Heather Raulerson
at (352) 895-6660
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2016 Inmtamational Paper All Righ srvad, ClimaBin s a trademark of Imtemational Paper Campany
INTERNATIONAL@PAPER




