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Trucking: Made
Complicated & Raising Costs

On March 13, 2018, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) an-
nounced additional steps to address the unique needs of the country’s agriculture
industries and provided further guidance to assist in the effective implementation of the
Congressionally-mandated electronic logging device (ELD) rule without impeding com-
merce or safety.

FMCSA

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

The Agency announced a 90-day temporary waiver from the ELD rule for agriculture
related transportation. Additionally, during this time period, FMCSA will publish final
guidance on the agricultural 150 air-mile hours-of-service exemption. FMCSA will also
continue its outreach to provide assistance to the agricultural industry and community
regarding the ELD rule.

The waiver will last until June 10th. We are expecting the FMCSA to release additional
guidance on or about April 1st, which will tie-in nicely with the National Watermelon As-
sociation’s trucking webinar with our partner, John Seidl, on Tuesday, April 4th.

In addition to submitting public comment directly to the FMCSA, the National Water-
melon Association, and a number of other produce groups, have requested hearings that
will allow Congress to carry out a fundamental responsibility to maintain oversight of
federal agencies as they implement new regulations that will often times have significant

TRUCKING continued on page 16

Convention Hit
the Right Notfes

They don’t call Nashville ‘Music City’ for nothing. It truly was a
convention that hit the right lyrics and notes to build memories for a

very long time. A
)

In the end, Nashville had the second largest attendance that the i?l

National Watermelon Association ever had — 562 attendees. Only

rivaled by New Orleans in 2016, the flu and some folks saving for \f

our first venture to Paradise in 2019 (Hawaii) kept us from ap- |

proaching that record. Close, but still a record setter. L

An all-time record in gross and net auction proceeds - - an auction
that Arnold would have been proud of.

The largest group of speakers in our history participated in
key talks and discussions related to Trucking, Labor, Trade,
our IMPACT Hour and even a former Miss America.

Being in Music City, song started the convention off, and
ended it as well. Opening night at The Wildhorse Saloon
with a full country music concert was in many attendees’
opinions “the best opening night ever!” The following night,
400 attendees ventured to a dinner reception and show at the

Grand Ole Opry. And finally, following the awards banquet, \'/

four of Nashville’s best songwriters entertained us during the closing hospitality time.

So many honors and achievements: Class III — The Innovators Class — of Hall of
Fame inductees, that included Matt Dietz, Arnold Mack and Bruce Price. Fifteen
Executive Committee members were honored for their many years of service with the
Leadership Achievement awards. Class III of the Future Watermelon farm leaders
inducted four new members — Haley Keenan, Brady Mouzin, Kitt Moore and Jared
Wiggins. A special commemoration and music video honored the memory of Arnold
Mack. And, so much more.

CONVENTION continued on page 16

The Law of the Land in 2018: Immigration-Related
Workplace Enforcement

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the agency within the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) that is responsible for immigration-related workplace compli-
ance. Across the years and many changes, an employer’s rights and responsibilities have
remained constant.

In the past decade, the I-9 Form has undergone multiple revisions, and ICE has shifted its
enforcement strategies from raids to audits and now possibly back to raids. Agricultural
employers were once targeted by ICE before priorities were directed to other industries.

It is important to understand the scope of ICE’s reach, even before President Trump
requested to triple ICE’s workforce. As frequently as AG employers, and that includes
H-2A employers, are audited by DOL’s Wage & Hour Division (WHD), there are more
than 10 times as many investigators at ICE (almost 20,000) as there are at WHD (around
1750). ICE is increasing its enforcement efforts in 2018.

The President’s Budget calls for thousands more ICE agents to be hired. The Director
of ICE, Thomas “The Hammer” Homan, stated that ICE intends to increase “worksite

enforcement efforts” (i.e., -9 audits) by 400% this year, even with current staffing levels
within the agency. There is no indication that agriculture will be spared this major

LAW continued on page 16
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We are right where you need us. Contact us today!

Southern U.S. East Coast Midwest Marketing Customer Service

Steve Crowder Josh Rowe Brad Johnston Jane Jennings Susan Soeder
678.644.9162 804.592.8547 812.691.5006 360.601.7860 888.236.6150

TAKE
A LOAD OFF

Enjoy more peace of mind with the STRENGTH,
DURABILITY,

& PERFORMANCE of

Triple Wall Bulk Packaging

TR et By 2
i

- High quality print capability +i Sheet conversion up to 8'_6""x"216 e

E ;

- i Strength & Durability | e ie die-cutter/fo/der/glyéf/st[jchef

i |

WWW.COrrchoice.com
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LOAD DONORS

B&K Farms
Browning & Sons
Cactus Melon Dist./ Big Chuy
Produce

Capital City Fruit
Celli Brothers
Coosaw Farms
Diamond 99

DMC Farms

Eagle Eye Produce
Frey Farms

Freyco Farms
George Perry & Sons

CONTRIBUTORS

Alabama Watermelon Association
Bagley Produce
Florida Watermelon Association

National Watermelon Association, Inc.
190 Fitzgerald Roade Suite #3 ¢ Lakeland, Florida 33813
(863) 619-7575 office ¢ (863) 619-7577 fax

www.watermelon.ag

The Vineline is published quarterly by the National Watermelon Association, serving our members Nationwide since
1914. All rights reserved, except where otherwise noted. Printed in the USA. To subscribe or fo change the address of
a current mailing, please call the Association office in Lakeland.

Subscription rates: $50.00 per year for a print copy of the four (4) quarterly issues of The Vineline member magazine.

All Statements, including product claims, are those of the person or organization making the statement or claim as
it’s own, and any such statement or claim does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher.

Publisher - National Watermelon Association ¢ Layout - www.rubbermeckerdesign.com

Robinson Fresh
Southeast Growers
Southern Corp Packers
SunState

Sweet Mama

Tucker Family Farms/Premier
Melon

Van Groningen & Sons
Vincent Farms

Wabash Valley Growers/
Mouzin Brothers

Warren Produce

Wiggins Farms

Wiggins Farms Wholesale

Gibson Produce

H.C. Schmieding
Healthy Harvest
Jackson Farming
Keith Connell

Kids Choice
Kirschenman Ent
Leger & Son

McMelon

Melon1

Mesilla Valley Produce
Moore Produce
Premier Melon
PrimeTime International

South Carolina Watermelon
Association

Texas Watermelon Association

Borders Melons

Georgia Watermelon Association

llliana Watermelon Association

Mar- Del Watermelon Association

North Carolina Watermelon Association

ac =

ALLEN LUND COMPANY
ijhvlaﬂ.&n Brakern

INTERNATIONAL (7} pAPER syng‘enta"
DIAMOND

AR

. BOLD

Sostena @ _ Cres ent
HARVESTING

Harris Moran - Glumarra Cos. - H.C. Schmieding - Peco Fallets
Marrane Bio Innovations - Mouzin Brothers - Clifton Seed Company
Kapstone Paper - WS Certificathon - Hazera Seed - Coastal Growers

Trimble AG Software -Western Watermelon Assoclation
Atlantic Produce - Tri-Hishitil - Origene Seed - ADAMA - Helena Chemical
Glabial Produce - Eagle Eye Produce - Agrofresh Solutions - Wirmin Wir

Botsford & Goodfellow - Hydrox Technologies - FilmOrganic

POLLINATING
Seedway - Champion Seed - Howell Farming - Rijk Zwaan
Westlake Produce - Plug Connection - Freyeo Produce
Moore's Produce - Lambert Peat Moss - United Melon Distributars

SunTerra Produce Traders - Skegers Seed - Westrock - Organix Solutions

PARTNERS & FRIENDS

d Fresh - Blue Book - The Packer - Produce News

ARE YOU READY TO
BENEFIT FROM TAP2

N2 Ywh Members...

Allen Lund Company offers members of the NWA

our ALC Transportation Association Program (TAP).

Priority on providing capacity in tight markets
Lane analysis including year-end reporting
Discounted live load tracking

Discount on ALC TMS software

EDI 214 integration

tap.allenlund.com

ALLEN LUND COMPANY
'Tr'mu'!fﬁnrfm’f.-m Rrokers

wwrw.allenlund.com

Call our experienced watermelon team to get started.
800.799.LUND (5863)

TAP inlo the ée/wtﬂm 800.799.LUND (5863)

S
-
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CLIFT@N SEED

PREMONT KINGMAN

Round-Oval Shape, 15-17 Ibs. o High Yield Potential
Su]ler C risll With Higll Brix S Nice Round-Owval RI]H[JE
Very Small Seed Pips Crisp Ilesh and Tiny Pips

Excellent Main Season Variety

Excellent Shelf Life

. CUT ABOVE

Excellent Sltipping Cﬂimhilil.}f
¥ Round-Oval Shape, 15-17 lbs.
High Brix, Small Seed Pips
Crisp, Sweet Flesh

= CAPTIVATION

e o Small Pip Size & Firm Texture

" g

Attractive, Dark Red Flesh

\ Strong Disease Resistance
Rich Crimson Sweet Skin

~ TROUBADOUR

High Yield Potential
Mid-Early Maturity
_ Uniform Fruit, 14-17 Ibs.
“High Brix With Deep Red Color

FOR SALEIN FL, GA, S0, NG TN, AL, MSONLY —

-5 WILD CARD PLUS

Attractive Red, Firm Flesh (L PG = Extended Flowering Period

Meets Fresh Cut Standards

Wide Growing Adaptability
Appealing Deep Red Color

(Good Shipping Ability

FIR SALE IN F1, GA, ST, NG, TN, AL MS ONLY

Excellent Yield Potential : ; Tig&r-Sl.ripE{] Rind Pattern
Glossy, Rich Rind Color My o Excellent Pollen Quality
Ships and Holds Well pALS X _ Small, Explosive Fruits

Terry Panish Josh Garrett Mark Upton Jonathan Wilks
N.FL, ALY MS, LA Georgia NY; N. England, PA, M| NC, SC, VA, DE, MD
229.921.7803 352.231.1681 315.604.1098 910.290.1735
Larry Pippin Robbie Bishop Wayne Eidson Daniel Odom
Plant City, FL Southecst FL TN, KY, MO, IN Inside Sales

813.708.2251 786.255.3764 615.854.985%9 910.590.8903

o — e ——————— e KR s = -

Daniel Poppell Tyler Raulerson = : = o
Southwest FL Southwest GA : :
813.399.3974 229.891.8226 . .

T. 15800-231-9389F910-267-2692 |PO Box 206 Faison,NC 28841 | cliftonseed.com
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NATIONAL

WATERMELON ASSOCIATION

»— SPONSORS
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PLATINUM
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Ser;gjgjg nunhents  SY ngenta_’ ambles Company  A1441une Caveraey
INTERNATIONAL (/) PAPER Mmcoan
DIAMOND
ot g
| GoLnD | ,
Sostenaw @)  Cres‘ent _ s - ALLEN LUND
HARVESTING

Harris Moran - Giumarra Cos. - H.C. Schmieding - Peco Pallet - Marrone Bio Innovations - Mouzin Brothers -
Clifton Seed Company - Kapstone Paper - WQS Certification - Hazera Seed - Coastal Growers - Trimble AG Software
L8 Western Watermelon Association - Atlantic Produce - Tri-Hishtil - Origene Seed - ADAMA - Helena Chemical - Global Produce
Eagle Eye Produce - Agrofresh Solutions - Wtrmln Wtr - Botsford & Goodfellow - Hydrox Technologies - FilmOrganic

INTERNATIONAL PAPER POLLINATING

Seedway - Champion Seed - Howell Farming - Rijk Zwaan
Westlake Produce - Plug Connection - Freyco Produce
Moore's Produce - Lambert Peat Moss - United Melon Distributors
SEED CONTRIBUTOR

SunTerra Produce Traders - Siegers Seed - Westrock - Organix Solutions
PARTNERS & FRIENDS 3
Highland Fresh - Blue Book - The Packer - Produce News SPONSOR CERTIFICATES

EXHIBITORS

BAYER - NUNHEMS
INTERNATIONAL PAPER
LAMBERT PEATMOSS
MULTICORR
SEMINIS
SYNGENTA
ADAMA
AGROFRESH
ALLEN LUND TRUCKING
CHEP USA
CONTAINER PAL
DURAND WAYLAND
FILM ORGANIC
HAZERA SEED
HIGHLAND TECHNOLOGIES
HYDROX TECHNOLOGIES
KAPSTONE PAPER
MACRO PLASTICS
MARRONE BIO
ORIGENE SEED
PECO PALLET
SEEDWAY
TRI-HISHTIL
TRIMBLE AG SOFTWARE
was CERTIFICATION

ﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁim
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GROWING WATERMELONS IS CHALLENGING ENOUGH
CONTACT US FOR GRAFTED PLANTS THAT GIVE
GROWERS A HEAD START BY USING A HIGH VIGOR

AND\DISEASE RESISTANT ROOTSTOCK.
» Tt . I.

BEERIVACRES

PRE-PLANT TO HARVESL,WE’RE HERE FOR YOU.

-

Mills River, NC | 828.8‘93.6004 | Tri-Hishtil.com | 3
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National CRe]oort

Congratulations Savannah Christensen,
2018 National Watermelon Queen

Our National Watermelon Convention in Nash-
ville was a huge success! I hope everyone
enjoyed their time in Music City! It was heart-
warming to see so many in attendance this year.
What a tough Queen competition, we certainly
had a fantastic group of girls. I congratulate
each of you for the excellent job you did repre-
senting your Association.

A special thank you to our 2017 National Queen
Madison for a job well done! We love and appre-
ciate you, and wish you God’s greatest blessings.

Congratulations to our 2018 National Water-
melon Queen, Miss Savannah Lee Christensen.
Savannah is the 21 year old daughter of Eliza-
beth Christensen of Arcadia, Florida. She is

a nursing student attending the University of
South Florida. This year’s Miss Jubilee award,
chosen by her peers , went to Miss Anna Beth
Potter, the Georgia Queen. Second runner-up
went to Miss Blakely Johnson, the South Caro-
lina Queen, and First Runner-up went to Miss
Paige Severino, the Alabama Queen. Congratu-
lations to each of you, and all the girls it was a
tough competition.

Special thanks to NWA, MultiCorr, the anony-
mous donor of the Oren Childers Memorial
Scholarship Fund, to Brent and Debbie Jackson
for the Adam Jackson Memorial Scholarship
fund in memory of their son Adam. Thanks to
each of you for your contribution to Savan-
nah’s Cash Awards. We also would like to thank
Garrett Raulerson, son of Heather and Derek
Raulerson for assisting the contestants on stage
and to Heather and International Paper for pro-
viding the flowers. Thank you! A very special
thank you this year to Sakata Seed for providing
the crown and banner for the incoming queen.
Thank you Sakata! MultiCorr provided the in-
coming queen with a cash award, as well as the
outgoing queen, thank you again MultiCorr!

Special thanks to Terry Parrish for the spa bas-
ket for Savannah and to Gibson Produce for the

diamond earrings. Thanks to everyone for your
generosity.

CHEDP

A Brambles Company

Thanks Brent Harrison for setting up our Safeway Watermelon
Promotion

Sponsor Peter
Zaferis ( Val and Jim
on vacation) at North

County Fruit Sales

Madison and Susan with one of several Kindergarten classes at
Coronado Elementary in Nogales

John Gee,
NWA’s
First VP at
the United
Fresh Pro-
duce of the
America’s

party

Madison visits with Barbara, Jesse Wiggins and Chandler Mack
before the Opening event in McAllen; Thank you Texas Water-
melon Association

HEB Watermelon promotion in McAllen, visits from our Borders
Melons Family

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

chep.com

Chloe and Madison enjoy the Queens luncheon, thanks TWA for
making Madison’s birthday memorable

; Chloe and

' Madison
Congratulate
Hannah Crisp,
2018 Texas
Watermelon
Queen

Lovely Queens
Chloe and Madison
during the Auction
in McAllen

Our South
Carolina
Queen,
Blakely John-
son welcomes
Madison to SC
Convention

Thanks to Rusty
Kinard and
Vincent Farms
for sponsoring
Madison to the
SC Convention

Blakely and
Madison having
fun with Sully
Conrad at the
dance

Congratulations to Miss Emily Dicks 2018 South Carolina
Watermelon Queen
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0ur extensive selection and consultant’s knowledge of
varieties benefits you, our valued custor.

SUGAR FRESH

87 Days - Uniform, red flesh fruit with
small pips that produce mostly 36 and
45 bin counts. Strong, vigorous vine
for less than ideal growing conditions.

Paul Sawyer
239-872-6467

Darren Deal
229-224-8639

Wayne Cline
813-365-5192

Jason Weave
229-364-2515

IEGERS
EED CO.

SELECTIO’ v @ SC
-962-4999 * WWW. sregers.com

SWEET P[II.I.Y

Resist,/Tol..Co, g, Fon, , .. Medium large
triploid with strong vines and exceptional
rind appearance. High quality dark red
flesh is firm with small pips. Resistance
to Fusarium Wilt and Anthracnose Race 1.
Mostly 45 count.

r

o] ] B B

A personal 6-8 count watermelon
that's true to its name! Dark striped
with vigorous vines and strong yields.

Super flavor with dark red interior. A
great addition to any planting program!

Jim Elam
731-431-6730

Phil Ramsey
276-701-0991

Kip Pelham
561-516-0092

Dan Grissom
813-624-2704

2/26/18 7:39am
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National Pictures

‘What a great turn out of state queens at the FWA Convention in Anna Beth, Madison and all the girls congratulate Savannah
Miami for their Red Carpet Event Hartley, 2018 Georgia Watermelon Queen

Savannah
welcomes
Madison to their
convention

Madison Congratu-
lates Savannah Hart-
ley, Thanks GWA
for having us!

‘What a beautiful group of Watermelon Queens! Congratulations

to Sarah Jane Levine Alabama Watermelon Queen i
thanks to
Interna-
tional Paper, Derby
Heather Party Ready,
Raulerson, Emma,
and special Madison,
assistance Paige and
from her Mar-Del
son Garret Queen
and for the Conner
flowers at Vincent,
the NWA what fun!
Convention

Congratulations
Camri
Campbell,

2018 Florida
Watermelon
Queen

The girls welcome 2018 Mar-Del Watermelon Queen, Gabrielle
Hastings to the sisterhood

Madison thanks Alabama Watermelon Association President
Heather Raulerson for sponsoring her back
to Sweet Home Alabama

Congratulations
Gabrielle
Thanks to these guys, Rich and John, Hastings

and Melon 1 for your support

Thanks to Laura Land FWA President, Mrs. Annette Land and Thanks to Mar-Del President Kevin Evans and wife Katie for hav-
Laura’s son Ray, thanks to having us to your convention ing us and a wonderful convention

Sesrgia,
-afttglzn%j“

Anna Beth
welcomes
Madison to
the Georgia
Watermelon
Convention

Madison thanks the Vincent Farms Guys for all your support;
Clay and Ray and two of Rays sons

Paige and
Madison,
Presidents
Reception at
Madison Congratulates Sarah Jane Levine, Queens, Katie, Anna the AWA Con-
Alabama Watermelon Queen Beth, Emily and vention, Peace,
Madison in beautiful Love and
St Simons Watermelons

CHEDP

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.
A Brambles Company E8 - ' ~ chep.com
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In a field where consumers come first, understanding
preferences is a must. Our produce chain specialists
are here to indentify the newest trends and
recommend the strongest Nunhems brand watermelon
variety to suit consumer needs. For everything from
your restaurant to retail space, we've got you covered.

Together we grow.

The global specialist

Bayer CropScience

www.nunhems.com



13 » the Vineline

National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2018

Alabama CRejoort

Greetings from the Alabama Association!

This year has already started with a busy January and
February. Queen Paige and I had wonderful time at
the Florida and MarDel Watermelon Conventions.
Each convention was amazing and it was great getting
to see our watermelon family from all over. There is
nothing like celebrating our favorite industry at the
National Convention in Music City.

The Alabama Watermelon Association played that
funky music and got 70s style for our convention in
February at the Beau Rivage Resort in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi. This year’s convention was a huge success and
could not have been possible without our convention
sponsors: Clifton Seed Company, Coast to Coast Pro-
duce, Continental Produce, Genecco Produce, Interna-
tional Paper, LFT Greenhouses, Multicorr, Nunhems
USA, Inc., Seminis, Syngenta, Borders Melons, Brown-
ing & Sons, Big Charlie’s/Lil Brian’s, Freight Movers,
LLC, Geneva Farms LLC, Matrana’s Produce, Mc-
Melon, Inc., National Watermelon Association, Nation-
al Watermelon Promotion Board, Rouses Supermarkets,
Billy Smith’s Watermelon, CHEP USA, H.M. Clause,
Intergro, Jeff Martin Auctioneers, Morgan Wood Prod-
ucts, Siegers Seed Company, and Valdosta Plant Com-
pany. Your support is greatly appreciated!

This year we had three wonderful young ladies com-
peted for the position of the 2017 Alabama Watermel-
on Queen. Congratulations to the 2018 Queen Sarah
Jane Levine from Enterprise, the 1st runner-up Taylor
Skipper and 2nd runner-up Abbey Closson.

Queen Sarah Jane and I are both very excited to get
started this year. We will be attending the Cooper
River Bridge Run in South Carolina and the National
Watermelon Promotion Board training in Atlanta, GA
in April. Following the training we will start the 2018
Queen Tour handing out watermelon at races, visit-
ing elementary schools all across Alabama, attending
watermelon festivals and farmers’ markets, completing
farm tours in Georgia, Alabama, and Florida and many
other exiting promotions.

Last but not least, the Alabama Watermelon Associa-
tion would like to congratulate our 2017 Queen Paige
Severino on placing 1st runner up in the National
Queen Competition. A special thank you, for all your
hard work and dedication over the past year. You have
represented the Alabama Association with a kindness,
vivaciousness, and elegance! In addition, thank you to
all that have helped make her year so special!

See you all soon,
Jordan Sawyers
Promotions Coordinator
334-791-6230
J-skipper94 @gmail.com

CHEDP

A Brambles Company

Congratulations Sarah

ueen Paige and National Queen Madison rocking the red carpet
at the Florida Watermelon Convention.

=}

Congratulations to the 2018 Florida Watermelon Queen
Camri Campbell.

Queen Paige and Queen Madison at the 2018
Mar-Del Convention.

Congratulations the 2018 Mar-Del Watermelon Queen
Gabrielle Hastings.

These ladies were ready to play that funky music at the Alabama

‘Watermelon Convention. Queen Paige, Mrs. Eleanor Bullock,
and Queen Madison.

Jane Levine our new
Alabama Watermelon
Queen.

L R

Congratulations to 2018 Alabama Watermelon Queen Sarah Jane
Levine, 1st runner-up Taylor Skipper, and 2nd runner-up Abbey
Closson.

Mr. Scott Davis and Queen Paige Severino
at the National Watermelon Convention.

The AWA is so
proud of the hard
work and dedica-
d tion Queen Paige
has put in this

v year. Queen Paige
and our AWA
President Heather
Raulerson.

These queens were getting ready to
“Boot, Scoot, and Boogie™ at Nationals!

Congratulations to the New National Queen Savannah Chris-
tensen from Florida, and 1st runner up Paige Severino from Ala-
bama, and 2nd runner up from South Carolina Blakely Johnson.

You all did fabulous!

Queen Paige and Mr. Steven Vandermeid at the National
‘Watermelon Convention.

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

chep.com
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QUALITY. COMMITMENT. SERVICE.

LABELING SOLUTIONS FOR
THE PRODUCE INDUSTRY

Custom and Generic
Melon Labels

Graphic Design Services

- Thermal Labels for
PTI Compliant Labeling

Sequential & Variable
Numbering for
Item Traceability

%HIGHLAND CONTACT JUSTIN MACHELL FOR ALL YOUR LABEL NEEDS!

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS www.highcor.com | 888.395.5000 / 863.529.4661 | justin@highcor.com

BE READY FOR THE p
PRODUCE SAFETY RULE [h

GET ON BOARD WITH THE INDUSTRY PROVEN LEADER

WASHING 'CLEANING VERIFICATION
Improve arrivals with Selectrocide® Prevent microbial build-up with CS 223 Instant confirmation of cleaning program

CONTACT JASON COX 863.797.7071 | WWW.HIGHLANDFRESH.NET

CONVERT DATA INTO SOLUTIONS
& highland

FARM MANAGEMENT TOOLS

CROP IQ
SUSTAINABILITY + COMPLIANCE

GROWER SERVICES
LABS + AGRONOMIC CONSULTING

HIGHLAND MARKETWATCH
PRECISION + ANALYTICS

863.844.4263 | infohpa@highcor.com | www.highlandprecisionag.com !,'|R|E(El: H;Il'o NN D @ @
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Florida CRe}f)ort

Greeting’s from Florida the Sunshine State!!

As our 2018 year begins Queen Savannah and I attended
several conventions through the months of January and Feb-
ruary 2018.

Our first convention was the “Red Carpet Attire” at the
beautiful beach of Sunny Isles, Florida for our 50th Annual
Florida Watermelon Convention at the Trump International
Beach Resort. Our Past President Laura Land did a tribute
“So God Made a Watermelon Farmer” throughout the week-
end dedicated our convention to our roots of our Florida
Watermelon Farmers. Congratulations goes out Miss Camri
Campbell for being crowned as our 2018 Florida Water-
melon Queen. Camri is currently attending Florida Gulf
Coast University where she is majoring in BS in Commu-
nity Health. First runner-up was Ashley O’Steen from Lake
Butler, Fla. and Second runner-up was Sydney Esquibel from
Avon Park, Fla. Our Jubilee Award went to Catherine Bow-
man. Also Congratulations goes out to Ms. Carrie Thomas
for receiving the “June Smith Award” and Mr. Trey Miller
for being selected as our Second Vice-President. A fun-filled
memorable weekend by everyone that attended and thanks to
everyone that helped out that weekend.

The last weekend in January, Queen Savannah and I traveled
up to the beautiful island of St. Simons, Georgia to attend
the Georgia Watermelon Convention. Special Thank you to
“Melon 1” for sponsoring us to attend this year convention.
Congratulations to Savannah Hartley for being crowned the
2018 Georgia Watermelon Queen.

On February 9-10, Queen Savannah and I were in Biloxi,
Mississippi at the Beau Rivage Resort for the 38th annual
Alabama Watermelon Convention “Peace, Love and Water-
melons”. President Heather Raulerson announce this year at
their convention that they are joining the states of Louisiana
and Mississippi know as part of their association. There new
name will be announced next year at their convention. Con-
gratulations to Sarah Jane Levine for being crowned 2018
Alabama Watermelon Queen. Thank you to our sponsors
Billy Smith Watermelons, Clifton Seed Company, Interna-
tional Paper and Multicorr.

Our last weekend together, Queen Savannah and I headed
out to Nashville, Tenn. for the 104th National Watermelon
Convention. I’'m so proud to announce that our Florida
Watermelon Queen Savannah brought home the title of the
National Watermelon Queen. CONGRATULATIONS to
SAVANNAH!!! Way to go!! On behalf of the Florida Water-
melon Association, our board members and FWA members
we are all very proud of you, Queen Savannah. You have
done an amazing job this year being our Public Ambassador.
Thanks to everyone that attended Nationals in Tennessee and
supported Queen Savannah. Also Congratulations goes out
to Anna Beth Potter for winning the “Miss Jubilee Award”,
Second Runner-up Blakely Johnson, and First Runner-up
Paige Severino. All the States Queen’s this year did an awe-
some job representing their home state.

Wishing everyone a successful Watermelon season this
... ...... Until next time!

Debra Harrison -

Florida Watermelon Promotions Coordinator
Email: debra@flfwa.com

Cell: (863) 633-8306

Congratulations to Carrie Thomas for receiving this year “Ms.
June Smith Award”. Carrie and her beautiful family at the Florida
‘Watermelon Convention.

2017 FWQ Savannah and our 2018 Florida Watermelon Queen
Contestants.

Our Past President Ms. Laura Land and there beautiful family
“The Land family”.

2018 Florida
Watermelon
Queen Camri
Campbell and
her court. First
Runner-up
Ashley O’Steen
and Second
Runner-up
Sydney
Esquibel. %

Thank you to Cory Dombrowski with Sakata Seed-America for
sponsoring this year crowning with the “Triple Crown”.

Our Beautiful “Has Been” along with 2018 FWQ
Camri Campbell.

Welcome to our watermelon family “The Campbell’s”, brother
Colton, Christa and Matt.

“‘Congratulations”

Congratula-
tions to
Savannah
Hartley for
being chosen
as the 2018
Georgia
Watermelon

“Love, Peace and Watermelons” was this year theme for the
Alabama Watermelon Convention!

Congratulations to Sarah Jane Levine for being crowned 2018
Alabama Watermelon Queen.

Queen Savan-
nah spending

the day at our
“Florida State
Fair” booth.

Ladies having fun in Nashville at the Wild Horse Salon with
Country Band “Trick Pony”.

Savannah for
bringing home the
National crown. I

Congratulations to first runner-up Paige Severino — Alabama,
NWQ Savannah Christensen and second runner-up Blakely
Johnson- South Carolina at the National Watermelon Queen

2018 Florida Watermelon Queen Camri Campbell at her first
promotion in Tampa, Florida at “Southern Exposure”. Thanks to
Melon 1 for sponsoring her.

'/ 800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM
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TRUCKING continued from page 1

impacts on the American economy. While we understand

the intent of the ELD mandate is to improve the safety of

American roadways, neither the agency, law enforcement,
or regulated community were prepared for the implemen-

tation.

In response to the overwhelming issues experienced by the
produce industry across the country, we have requested a
two-year extension to the waiver for agriculture carriers
from ELD usage in hopes it will provide ample time for
Congress to review the implementation process and take
any necessary legislative action.

We have received feedback from producers and trucking
operations, many of whom are small family-owned busi-
nesses, that ELDs currently on the market are not able to
accommodate the agricultural exemption that is provided
under the Hours-of-Service regulations. These devices cost
$500 or more and need to be able to implement the regula-
tions that FMCSA requires. Without a verifiable techno-
logical standard that FMCSA stands behind, the regulated
community is subjected to growing costs for purchasing
and repurchasing unnecessary devices in a futile attempt to
meet the federal mandate. This issue is further demonstrat-
ed by the fact that some ELD manufacturers themselves,
who have discovered their devices are not fully compli-
ant, have filed exemption requests. Without the available
technology being able to implement the flexibility that
Congress envisioned for perishable cargoes under the
Hours-of-Service regulations, those exemptions effectively
do not exist.

Additionally, we are concerned that the guidance that has
been provided to state enforcement officials by FMCSA
is not clear. For example, a comment period was recently
closed on defining a key parameter in determining the
scope of the agricultural exemption within the Hours-
of-Service regulations. If a fundamental question of this
nature is not currently settled, it is unreasonable to assume
that the industry can comply with an ambiguous standard.

There is a great deal of confusion in the mandate related

to Hours-of-Service, and when a driver can turn on and
turn off the clock that tracks their limited drive time in
each 14-hour period, mandatory 30-minute break, manda-
tory 10 hours off between each 14-hour period, 34 hours
off between each 70-hour period, the drive time clock not
starting until after the 150 air-mile radius comes into play,
and more. The rule is very complicated and has caused
much confusion in the process. Plus, the mandate includes
a Coercion Rule which you need to be aware of.

When dealing with a perishable product like fruits & vege-
tables, changing how we harvest, pack, load and ship crops
is not the topic of the day, nor something that should be
even part of this discussion. What this must be about is to
learn of the understandable explanations of how Hours-of-

LAW continued from page 1

increase in enforcement actions. Growers need to be
prepared and know their rights and responsibilities long
before an ICE agent knocks on their door.

In November 2016, the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Service (USCIS) published a revised I-9 Form. All
employers must use this new version for newly-hired
employees. Electronic or paper copies of the new -9
Form are available from the USCIS website, as well as
copies of instructions and the USCIS Employer Hand-
book revised in July 2017 (the M-274) at https://www.
uscis.gov/i-9.

The revised I-9 Form was intended to be more user-
friendly for those completing the form on a computer,
with prompts for missing information, the ability to
enter multiple preparers or translators, a dedicated area
for adding additional information rather than having

to add it to the margins, drop-down menus and calen-
dars for adding dates, on-screen instructions for each
field, and instructions separate from the form itself.
The form also reiterates that it is not to be completed
before the employee accepts a job offer and re-states
the Anti-Discrimination Notice. There is a Spanish-
language edition of the form, but that can only be used
by employers in Puerto Rico — it can, however, be used
to assist Spanish-speaking new hires in completing the
English-language official form.
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Focusing on I-9 forms and compliance is a huge step in
the right direction.

Under President Obama, ICE changed its enforce-

raids that had become common between 2006-2008
and favoring the use of audits and I-9 inspections
followed by civil fines. Between 2008 and 2012, I-9
audits increased by more than 375% while arrests
decreased sharply. At the same time, civil monetary
penalties collected from employers ballooned from
$675,000 (2008) to $6.9 million (2010) and to $16
million (2013). In the final years of the Obama
administration, ICE began to deprioritize audits of

resources to employers in other industries. That
practice now appears to be ending.

Facing the prospect of increasing audits and immi-
gration raids, AG employers are asking for advice
as to how employers can prepare for possible visits
by ICE and what they should do if they are visited.
To gain any legal advice, a grower is recommended
to seek legal counsel. Additionally, Texas A&M
University (TAM) shared a piece titled, “The Dif-
ference between an ICE Audit and an ICE Raid: Are
You Prepared?” It has been posted to the National
Watermelon Association website and is available to
our members.

-

ment approach, moving away from the large worksite

agricultural employers, devoting limited enforcement

Service work; when a driver can turn the clock off and
on; what is drive time and what is not; how federal law
trumps state laws; and how we can ship a perishable
product to market without negatively affecting com-
merce.

We have expressed these concerns to FMCSA and look
forward to hearing their response. In the meantime,
congressional oversight hearings would allow our in-
dustry concerns to be heard and help Congress to better
understand the difficulties faced by not just the produce
industry, but also more than 30 other industries who
have expressed their apprehensions with the mandate.
In addition, an oversight hearing will provide an op-
portunity to find out what legislative or administrative
solutions may be needed.

Stay tuned to the National Watermelon Association
news and website for updates about the ELD mandate,
especially as we close in on early June when the man-
date will be enforced fully by DOT inspectors.

\

CONVENTION continued from page 1
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HALL OF FAME
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There are so many thanks to give to so many people, so
many companies, and partners too. Without you all, we
could not do what we do to kick off another watermelon
season. The sponsors who help us to keep our attendees’
costs down and allow us to create a convention experi-
ence that is unrivaled; the exhibitors who support the
convention to sell their products & services; our third
party partners that help us to make it all happen from au-
dio-visual to coach buses to the entertainment to registra-
tion and auction memorabilia, and more. We thank you
all very, very much. It absolutely takes a small village to
pull this off; We Did It, and WELL!

Farm Leaders

On multiple pages throughout this issue of The Vineline
magazine, we have captured our sponsors, exhibitors,
sights, award winners, speakers, and more in some picto-
rial selections of some of the memories from the 104th
National Watermelon Association Convention & Annual
meeting in Nashville, Tennessee.

I would be remise if I did not take a moment to thank
the Officers for their support. Whenever we needed
them, they were there to help out. Thank you, Boys!

I most definitely want to give a huge Shout-Out to my
team - Monica and Kelli. This particular convention had
more arms and legs than we are used to, and we pulled it
off. In fact, we did it so well that the City of Nashville
has nominated us to compete against other conventions
(held in Nashville in 2018) for their annual Gold Record
award. It is because of my team’s hard work that we are
honored by Nashville with just a nomination. We are
thrilled and honored. Thank you so very much, Ladies.

Next year, we will venture to Paradise for the very first
time in our history — Hawai’i! And to eliminate any
confusion, we are going to the Big Island of Hawai’i, the
largest island in the chain of islands that make up our
50th State. The airport is Kona International Airport,
located on the western coast of Hawai’i.

B ASART

Nofional Wofermelon. Asssciaion Convenfion 2017

Until we meet
again, know that
your Association

is here, working
for you everyday
on the important
issues. We’ll see
you down this road
that we travel.
MAHALO!

An ICE inspection is not unlike an inspection by your
doctor or auto mechanic. If you haven’t practiced preven-
tative maintenance by the time you have your visit, it is
probably too late
to avoid the bad
news. Unlike the
case of a vehicle
that runs poorly

Acrilire
EXTENSION

The Difference between an

ICE Audit and an | CE Raid:

or a body that Are You Prepared?
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office or on your
property.

The TAM document contains some preventative steps that
should be considered before you receive an unexpected
visit by ICE. The memorandum describes some of the
common circumstances employers may face during ICE
and DOL investigations, and the advice provided applies
generally to those circumstances.

This information is for educational purposes and should
not be considered as legal advice. If you have any ques-
tions about employment issues, consult an attorney
licensed in your state regarding your specific situation.
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Georgia Report

Greetings from Georgia!

We’re proud to report on a GREAT annual confer-
ence back in St. Simons this year. We held our
meeting at the King & Prince Beach and Golf
Resort where attendees spent their time relaxing,
golfing, shopping and enjoying all the conference
activities throughout the weekend!

The GWA Annual Convention had a great at-
tendance this year with over 270 growers and
watermelon agribusinesses who joined us for the
weekend. The live auction was a huge success
raising over $300,000. A BIG THANKS to our
load donors, buyers and other auction supporters
for this 2018 event. The GWA is thankful to have
your support and passion for the industry and we
are looking forward to a successful growing season
this year! Also, thanks for the support given by our
CORPORATE sponsors for the meeting; it would
not be possible without your generous donations.

Celebrating ‘Feed my School’ week with Radium County
Elementary students.

For our annual queen contest this year we were
excited to have some very lovely, poised and intel-
ligent ladies all competing for the position of the
2018 GWA Ambassador. THANK YOU Bayer
Vegetable Seed, Pal-King Pallets, Seminis Seed
and International Paper for your support of the
contestants! Congratulations to our 2nd runner up,
Emily Steward Peters sponsored by Seminis Seed
and Ist runner up, Ashley Rodgers sponsored by -
International Paper, and our Miss Jubilee Winner, : (e ~\.1 (€ ]:IJ
Jordan Lunsford. Finally —congratulations to our | sl .
2018 Georgia Watermelon Queen, Miss Savannah
Hartley! Savannah is from Glenwood, Georgia and
will be graduating from Abraham Baldwin Agri-
cultural College in May with a Bachelor’s degree
in Agriculture Communications. Savannah was
sponsored by Bayer Vegetable Seed.

Queen Savannah is already in full swing with
‘Feed My School’ visits across Georgia, retail pro-
motions, Queen Training with the NWPB, Cooper
River Bridge Run in Charleston, SC and many Qe S e el
other events throughout the spring.

Savannah on her first promotion as the 2018 GWA Queen.

If you are interested in booking our new Georgia
Watermelon Queen, please call ahead to schedule a
date for our 2018 tour by contacting Dawn Chep-
lick at 706-845-8575 or dcheplick@asginfo.net.

Kids love Queen Savannah and her delicious treat
she shares with them!

Looking forward to seeing you all this summer!

Sincerely,

Dawn Cheplick, Promotions Coordinator
706-845-8575

dcheplick@asginfo.net

Queen Savannah with the Navy Chef at Kings Bay Commissary

CHEDP

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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Seminis
4

Like traditions, some
tastes never change. 4

At Seminis®, we're always looking to our past to help growers a brighter future
for their businesses through heightened performance, be 1 increased

yield potential — all while helping consumers Rediseovér_- 3y

Tailgate Bottle Rocket

new dark mottled stripe that produces dark mottled stripe that
a large percentage of 36-count produces a large percentage
watermelon with some 45-counts of 36-count watermelon

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location ta location and from year to year. This result may not be snindicator of results
you may obtain as local growing, sofl and weather conditions may vary. Growers snould evaluate data from multinle locations and yrars whenover possibie. Leam I«
Seminis® and SummerSiice™ are trademarks of Seminis Vegetable Seeds, Inc. € 2017 Semins Vegetable Seeds, Inc.



19 « the Vineline National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2018

5
-

7R T R *—*-—-q'_ I‘"ﬂuﬂ-‘.

A h 1} ‘l ’ i .;ﬁ.ﬁ.wa .

N (1 \ T S T " -
Al el ) . NN - T . )

Road Trip Joy Ride

a 45-count watermelon hybrid produces a large percentage
of 36-count watermelon

ore of what the future can bring at seminis-us.com/summerslice ﬂl ((e
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Miami’s
snowman

MUliana CRejaort

= Goofy Brad
Johnson &
8 Queen Katie

Here in Illiana we enjoy the four seasons but
we love the Spring. A time of new growth
and new beginnings. Queen Katie’s year fin-
ished up with a lot of travel time to different
conventions.

Queen Katie
meets with U.S.
Congressman
Larry Bucshon
& other IWA
members

First stop was Miami for the Florida Con-
vention. According to Floridians the weath-
er was cold but it didn’t stop the Illiana
members enjoying the mild temperature. It
was so much fun to see other state queens
and see how other state conventions func-
tion and succeed. The 50th convention was
so enjoyable and Queen Katie was honored
to attend.

Miss
Anita,
Katie
and Miss e
Gwen
Snider

Queen Katie giving a speech at the Knox County Chamber of
Commerce luncheon

St. Simon Island was Queen Katie’s next

stop for the Georgia Convention. Even Kool S %_ Horal
. . . . . improves 8 % Y Family with
though it was rainy the island is was beauti- - B Queen K

her reign |8

ful. The hospitality was top notch as well.
Thank you Georgia for always making us
feel so welcomed.

Katie was grateful to speak at the Knox
County Chamber of Commerce luncheon.
Among the attendees were U.S. Congress-
man Larry Bucshon, IWA board members,
Rick Linenburg, Kelly Tyner and John
Frenz. It was valuable to discuss some of
the IWA concerns with the congressman.

IWA President, {8
Rick Linenburg ==
and Queen
Katie

The National Convention was bittersweet
for Queen Katie. Saying goodbye to so
many wonderful new friends is never easy.
Katie will cherish the memories and friends
forever in her heart.

[lliana Watermelon Convention ended
Queen Katie’s reign by crowning the new
IWA Queen, Brilee Albrecht. We wish
Queen Brilee the best of luck in this upcom-
ing year and we are so excited to see her
bubbly personality shine throughout 2018!

Craig Mathis and Queen Katie Crowning of 2018 Queen Brilee Albrecht

“ARE YOU READY TO BENEFIT FROM TAP?

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPDRTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR N
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM Ac ) +
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MURE CROICES.
HARNSUINY AISEED\\/AY,

OPTIONS IS SO/
WSiEET
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re Endless - Call Today!
A « (800) 952-7333
» (863) 648-4242

WHAT MAKES SOWLOGIC™ DIFFERENT?
‘ /

CHIOIGE OF VARIETIES CHOIGE O GREENHOUSE
Unlike other plant programs, SowLogic™ We work with multiple experienced
supplies plants from multiple suppliers. greenhouse partners to provide high
You can pair a diploid/ pollinizer from quallltyl transp‘lants We can
one supplier and a triploid from another. minimize shipp[ng expenses all the
Our customers aren’t limited to “bundle” while increasing your customer
pricing so you can buy exactly what you options.
want.

With the SowLogic™ program you will know exactly what your plant
production costs will be before you pay. Our greenhouse partners are
experts at producing plants from multiple species and varieties. For
customers with terms, the billing cycle begins when the plants ship.

1) Select YOUR desired greenhouse
2) The number of plants needed
3) Desired delivery dates

Orders need to be placed 8 weeks before maturity té@arantee
delivery dates. Shipping is handled directly with the greenhouse and
the customer for best communication.

l.

SEED SUPPLIERS INCLU
SAKATA Semmls Qz

%azera | HOLLAR SEEQS gy

Seads of Growth ' '

- ]

WHEN IT COMES T ”‘gf”
MEET THE EMII]EST 3

4 Bumblebee hives in 1 for
optimal pollination

2
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Buy 15M select seedlessI
watermelon seeds and get
5M free pollenizer seeds™

Elongated XL size, mid-early
crimson sweet diploid
with uniform fruit size and
a dark rind pattern.

Turnpike

L/XL size, mid maturing
crimson sweet triploid with
excellent internal quality.

Crunchy Red

XL size, late maturing

crimson sweet with very
firm flesh.

Our watermelons deliver big (=] 1]
yields and even bigger smiles. [k
Find out more at HMCFeaturedProducts.com/watermelon

Varieties in this promotion are: Crunchy Red, Traveler, Troubadour, and Turnpike. For pollenizers, customers can choose either Accomplice or Sidekick. HM OLAUSE
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Mar-Del CRe}oort

As an association, we sit and reflect on another
great year of promotions and supporting our wa-
termelon industry. We always look forward to the
winter season where we are able to visit with our
Agriculture leaders at various banquets and meet-
ings. Queen Connor stayed busy and was able to
represent us at the Delaware Agriculture dinner.
plismetwith Delaware Secretary of Agriculture oo v o ot e Do At Oy e e B e
Michael Scuse and Delaware Governor John dier G4 A )
Carney. It was a great evening full of fellowship L
and looking forward to a successful and safe 2018

watermelon season.

Queen Connor attended the Florida convention
and was red carpet ready with the other state wa-
termelon queens. It was a great weekend seeing
our watermelon family and welcoming in a new
Florida Watermelon Queen.

With a couple weekends off it gave us just enough Queen Connor
time to get ready to roll right into our 2018 Mar- Convention.
Del Watermelon convention weekend. Queen
Connor did an excellent job of hosting throughout
the weekend. Our theme was watermelon derby
days. It was a fun weekend of laughs, memories
and many derby hats. It seems like just yesterday
Connor was crowned the 2017 watermelon queen.
Connor has represented our association at 60 pro-
motions throughout Delaware and Maryland. She
participated in three live T.V. interviews, a T.V.
commercial, radio commercial, and a live radio
interview. At the end of the weekend, Queen Con-
nor crowned the 2018 Watermelon Queen, Ms.
Gabrielle Hastings.

Queen Connor ready to dance the night away at the
Wild Horse Saloon.

The 2018 Mar-Del convention is in the books but
we had one laSt Stop left before NaShVille bound! Newly crowned 2018 Queen Gabrielle Hastings with Mar-Del
We had a “Groovy Watermelon“ Weekend at the President Keven Evans and his wife Katie Evans.
Alabama Convention and welcomed in the 2018
Alabama Watermelon Queen.

The 2018 National Watermelon Convention was a
huge success and Queen Connor had a blast ex-
ploring downtown Nashville, the Country Music
Hall of Fame, Wild Horse Saloon and the Grand
Ole Opry. It is hard to pick a favorite memory of
the weekend. It was great to see our watermelon
family and watch eight successful women com-
pete throughout the weekend for the National
Watermelon Queen title. Queen Connor did an
excellent job and we cannot wait to see what her
future holds.

The Watermelon Queens taking a photo opportunity before
interviews.

‘We could not be
more proud of
Queen Connor
and all she has
accomplished
this year! You

Our 2018 promotion schedule is booking up fast
and we are ready for a Mar-Delicious season!

CHEDP

looked stunning

Watermelon Queens looking Derby ready in their hats!
up on stage!

8% Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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North Carolina CRejaort

What a great year it has been for the NC Water-
melon Queen Miss Emma Cannon. Emma was the
perfect watermelon ambassador and we would like
to thank her for her dedication this season. Always
happy to be promoting watermelons no matter the
time or place.

Watermelon Farewell Letter from Queen Emma:

A little over a year ago I returned to NC from liv-
ing in Africa for six months and little did I know
that watermelon would soon become a huge part of
my life! Not only did I come to know and love more
dearly the fruit, I found a family that will always
hold a special place in my heart. To the association
members, I thank you so much for allowing me to
become a part of your special family. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed getting to know all of you throughout
this year and it has been an honor to represent you
at all of the watermelon events.

1o the NCWA Board thank you for believing in me
from day one on the job. Cathy & Bonnie thank you
for being the glue that holds us together. James &
Courtney Sharp thank you for your support this year.
I’ve loved getting to know your family and your
girls. They will be the cutest watermelon queens one
day! Senator Brent Jackson thank you for taking the
time to help me understand more about policy that
affects the watermelon industry. Mom, Dad, Ashton,
and Chandler thank you for always believing in me
and encouraging me to chase my many adventurous
dreams!

To my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ thank you for
writing it in your plan for my life to leave Africa
earlier than planned and allowing me the opportuni-
ty to become a part of such a wonderful watermelon
community. The relationships I've made and les-
sons I've learned this year are all because You know
what'’s best for my life, not me!

With all my sincerest appreciation,
Emma Catherine Cannon
2017 NCWA Queen

The NC Watermelon Association just completed our
37th Annual Convention and it was a huge success.
Congratulations to our newly crowned 2018 NCWA
Queen Miss Katie Honeycutt of Angier, NC. Katie
1s a student at NC State University majoring in Ag
Business and Education. We are looking forward to
a great year with Katie.

Sharon Rogers
Promotions Coordinator 336-583-9630
ncwatermelonqueen@gmail.com

Queen Emma and NCWA VP Frank Howell at the Southeast Fruit
& Vegetable Expo.

Queen’s Madison, Emma and Blakely at the SC Watermelon
Association Convention.

Queen’s Connor, Madison, Paige and Emma at the Derby Night
President’s Reception during the Mar Del Watermelon
Association Convention.

NCWA President James Sharp Queen Emma NCWA Vice Presi-
dent Frank Howell and Rob Glover having fun at the Wild horse
Saloon during the NWA Convention in Nashville, TN.

All the state queens getting ready for the seed spit at the
NWA Convention.

Queen Emma
and Susan Eden
enjoying the
auction at the R
NWA

Queen
Emma had

a great time
at the NWA
Convention
in Nashville,
TN.

Future NC Watermelon Queens enjoying the band at the NCWA
Convention in Wrightsville Beach, NC.

Katie
Honeycutt
participating
in the conven-
tion seed spit
contest.

Mike Bunch and g
queen contestant
Shelby Bireley :
atthe NCWA =—
Auction. #%

2018 NC Watermelon Queen Miss Kalle Honeycutt and SC
Queen Miss Emily Dicks.

Winners of the NCWA Queen Scholarship Pageant. Shelby

Bireley-second runner up, Katie Honeycutt-2018 NC Watermelon

Queen and Amy Arnold-first runner up.

Jim Ray and Johnny Bradley from Ingles Markets with our 2018
NC Watermelon Queen Miss Katie Honeycutt.

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPDRTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND T0 REACH OUR
EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM

Ach= +
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1he Next
Vegetable.e
Generation’

B ENZA ZADEN

We are pleased to announce that Enza Zaden recently started
a watermelon breeding program. Red Opal, Red Garnet and
Red Amber round out the trio of currently available Enza
Zaden varieties that are together establishing the company’s
position as a flavor and overall innovation partner in

commercilal watermelons.

Agriculture requires a long-term vision. As a family business
we tend to think in generations rather than in quarterly figures.

Enza Zaden is your hands-on partner delivering innovative

solutions through meticulous, non-GMO seed breeding.

enzazaden.us
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Commissioner Hugh
Weathers and new
SCWQ, Emily Dicks.

South Carolina CReJoort

Queen Emily at the Alabama Convention greeting some

The South Carolina Watermelon Association
would like to welcome Miss Emily Dicks as
our new 2018 South Carolina Watermelon
Queen. Emily is the 20 year old daughter of
Hamilton and Michele Dicks of Barnwell,
SC. Emily attends the University of South
Carolina in Columbia where she is majoring
in Merchandising with a minor in Business.

of her adorable supporters.

3 - - § ’ Emily posing before
Emily Dicks, 2018 SCWQ; Courtney Kubu, First Runner-up; and the crowning.
Lauren Guillenbeau, Second Runner-Up. =

Emily has had the opportunity of attending
the Georgia, Alabama, and NC state conven-
tions. Being able to attend these conventions
and meeting her sister queens has been a
wonderful experience for her. Congratula-
tions to all of the new state queens and we
look forward to working with you all in the
coming year.

Meeting
the new
Alabama
Queen.

We are now getting ready to begin our year
with the SC Commissioners BBQ Cup in
Columbia on March 24th, the Taste of SC at
the State Capitol in Columbia on April 3rd,

the Cooper River Bridge Run in Charleston Wrghoie [
on April 5-8, and Queen Training in Atlanta, Th St i B M o i Beach, NC
GA, on April 20-22.

North Carolina

May and June already have numerous school
field days on the calendar as well as another
Sk race in Beaufort, SC. We are anticipating
many more promotions coming in over the
next few weeks and months.

We would also like to take this time to thank
our 2017 SCWQ), Blakely Johnson, for a job
well done at the National Convention in Nash-
ville, TN. Blakely did an outstanding job

for South Carolina this year and came in 2nd
runner-up for the National title. Many thanks
to Blakely and the Johnson family for their
support of the South Carolina Watermelon As-
sociation. Also, congratulations to 2017 Ala-
bama Queen, Paige Severino on being named
Ist Runner-up at Nationals and welcome to
the new 2018 National Queen, Savannah
Christensen who was the Florida Queen.

Saying hello
to 2018 North
Carolina
Queen.

Wishing everyone a prosperous 2018 season. Mielon 1 having fun with Emily at the Georgia Convention. SC Association Members ifting their 2017 queen with a beautifl

necklace at Nationals.

Ann Bryant

SCWA Promotions Coordinator
abryant028 @charter.net
ann.bryant@ furman.edu
864-303-3995

e -

‘Welcoming Savannah Hartley into the watermelon family. 2018 National Queen Savannah Christensen, First Runner-Up
Paige Severino, and Second Runner-Up, Blakely Johnson.

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPDRTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.
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We Know MATT DIETZ

Watermelon. ARNOLD MACK
At Headstart Nursery, we'va bean growing watsrmelon transplants BRUGE PRIGE

longer —and better—than any other nursery on the west coast.
Our customers include some of the nation’s top growers and seed
producers. So why grow anywhere else!

d

HEADSTART

408.842.3030 | HeadstartNursery.com NURSERY mc.
4860 Monterey Road Gilroy, CA 95020 Rooted In Quality.
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Texas ‘Rejaort

Sweet spring greetings from Texas! I hope this letter finds :

. . . TWA Queen, Chloe Brown and NWA Queen, Madison Laney
all of our watermelon friends doing very well. Miss Chloe with the other lovely state queens at the Florida convention
Brown just finished up her reign as our 2017 Texas Water- i '
melon Queen and we are so proud of her. In January Chloe
attended the 50th annual Florida Watermelon Convention
in Sunny Isles, Florida at the Trump International Hotel.
Though it was a relatively quick trip, we packed in a lot of
fun. The first evening we attended the red carpet welcome
reception where everyone was dressed to impress and

many danced the evening away. The next day Chloe and Q%EZET/S:;ZCB‘Z?PZELEE ﬁfevgll;?ésev\ziﬁ[:ﬁ) nt:;r;e’I;): d Queen Chloe taking a short break anudstacouple of Wildhorse
I watched the contestants give their speeches then Chloe Madison Laney, the National Watermelon Queen- just being silly regulars”

helped at the auction, and later we enjoyed the banquet.
Chloe loved getting to spend time with her good friend,
NWA Queen, Madison Laney and many of the other state
queens. Florida had some outstanding contestants and their
new 2018 Florida Watermelon Queen, Camri Campell will
certainly serve them very well as their promotions ambas-
sador. We give our sincere thanks to Debra Harrison and
the outgoing FWA President, Laura Land, for inviting us
and for showing us a wonderful time.

The climax for the year for Queen Chloe was the National
Watermelon Association convention in Nashville, Tennessee.
The first night was a fabulous private event at the Wildhorse
Saloon where a good time was had by all. The next day the
girls took part in the promotion wear competition, then gave e
their speeches, and later helped at the auction. In the evening Pt \
the group attended a night out at the Grand Ole Opry where Seed spit time!
everyone witnessed a little piece of history. On Saturday,
the ladies listened to some very informative speakers then
had their interviews. Finally, Chloe and the other contestants
could relax until it was time to get ready for the evening
gown competition. Chloe and all of the young ladies looked
lovely in their gowns and made their associations very
proud. In the end the judges’ choices were revealed. Con-

Chloe had fun

gratulations to the second runner up, Miss Blakely Johnson helping at the
. . . . FWA auction.
of South Carolina, first runner-up, Miss Paige Severino of March TWA Chloe had a wonderful fime with her family

Alabama, and the 2018 National Watermelon Queen was at the Grand Ole Opry.

Miss Savannah Christensen. We wish you all the best.

Chloe wanted all of the watermelon family to know how
much this year has meant to her, so I am including this
quote from her. “This position and the experiences it has
brought me have abundantly exceeded all the things I
could have ever imagined. From promoting watermelons in . ] il
various grocery stores, watermelon festivals and the Ma- Saying “Congratulations!” to the new Florida Watermelon Queen, These beauties are certainly ready for the
rine Corps Marathon, I enjoyed every second as the Texas o Cambel svening gowm competiion
Watermelon Queen. I would like to thank the Texas Water-
melon Association for allowing me this once in a lifetime
opportunity as it is something I will forever hold near and
dear to my heart.”

I would like to add that the TWA is proud of the job Chloe
has done and the attitude that she has displayed throughout
the year. She always been Very pleasant, hard—WOI‘king , The National Watermelon Association’s welcome reception at the Chloe congratulates the new 2018 National Watermelon Queen,

. . Wildhorse Saloon Savannah Christensen.
prompt, professional, and has shown her love for the indus-
try and the people that are a part of it. Thank you, Chloe.
The association and I wish you the very best.

Best Regards,
Barbara Duda TWA Coordinator
beduda62 @gmail.com

Queen Chloe with TWA association members Ward Thomas, The proud Texas contingent with Queen Chloe
Gerry Lozano, and Gabriel Hinojosa

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPDRTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.
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We create corrugated packaging that ensures your
produce stays safe and fresh all the way to your customer.

Corrugated Bulk Bins

e 4 color print
® Gluing, stitching and glitching
e Pre-print and process printing

Shipping out of Spanish Fork, UT and Cedar Rapids, IA, with warehousing options
throughout the United States.

For information contact: ‘ KAPSTONE
Scott Bowers . . CONTAINER CORPORATION
801.376.2187
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Western Re]oort

wesierre
atermelon

ASSOCIATION

.-- )

Spring is in the air out here in the West and we are
very excited for the upcoming watermelon season!
We kicked off our year with our annual Western Wa-
termelon Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada in Janu-
ary. The convention was well attended and was an
overall positive experience for growers, shippers and
members of the industry. A big thank you Tashi Zou-
ras for putting on another great event and to everyone
that participated this year!

We hope that everyone had a great time that traveled
to Nashville for the National Convention, we always
love to see representation from the West Coast! A big
thank you to the NWA for hosting such an amazing
event year after year.

We are anticipating the 2018 domestic season to be a
positive one. We are receiving much needed rainfall
out here in the west, helping with ongoing water sup-
ply issues. Domestic fruit will be available starting in
May, with a steady supply out of the desert regions,
and our growers down in Mexico still going strong.
Markets have been high with prices reaching upward
to .30/1b. out of the Nogales region. We are antici-
pating a steady market throughout the season with
strong demand.

With summer right around the corner, we are excited
to get our delicious fruit into the hands of watermelon
lovers everywhere! Cheers to everyone having a suc-
cessful and prosperous watermelon season!

Sincerely,

Danielle Ratto

Western Watermelon Association
Danieller@vgandsons.com

For more information on the Western Watermelon
Association, be sure to check out our website at:
www.westernwatermelon.org and Facebook.

CHEDP

Proud partner with NWA for 8 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com




34 « the Vineline National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2018

WAIKOLOA BEACH;{

RESORT & SPA

A\arnoft.

Mawicl Waikoloa Beach Resork & Spa
69-215 Waikola Beach Dnive
Waikolsa, dtawai'i 96138

Wi \arrioff
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FULL COUNT DUALS DECREASE RISK.
FULL COUNT DEUCES MAXIMIZE YIELD.
BOTH IMPROVE EFFICIENCY.

FULL COUNT DUALS

Approximately one third of the cells in the transplant tray will have both

a seedless watermelon transplant and a pollenizer. This is a Full Count®
companion transplant where approximately half of the pollenizers will be
an Allsweet variety and half will be a Super Pollenizer. Full Count Duals
provide a diverse pollen source to help mitigate risk. Full Count companion
transplants increase transplant efficiency and reduce transplant labor cost.

FULL COUNT SP DEUCES

The ultimate Full Count® companion transplant! Approximately
one third of the cells in the transplant tray will have both a
seedless watermelon transplant and a SP pollenizer, Super
Pollenizers are non-competitive and provide maximum

amounts of pollen during the season. Full Count SP Deuces
help to maximize productivity. Full Count companion transplants ="
increase transplant efficiency and reduce transplant labor cost. “

ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGES OF
FULL COUNT DUALS AND DEUCES

= All trays come preset with a 3:1 seedless to pollenizer ratio, which helps
prevent mix-ups.

» Savings of up to 35 percent in transplant labor costs by requiring fewer
field employees.”

* [ncreases productivity as transplant crews can cover more acreage faster, \"\ §
~A o

.'u
b

because fewer plugs are pulled.
o Full Count Duals and Full Count Deuces are the result of patented
technology only available through Syngenia. ~

3 . TOLEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FULL COUNT
Fu" count PROGRAM, CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SYNGENTA

Plantpregram  DEALER OR SEED RETAILER TODAY.

syng'enta®

* Based on studies conducted by Syngenta in AZGA from 20102012,
Phatos are either the property of Syngenta of used under agroement,
22017 Syngenta Full Count)? the Miancs Frame, the Purpese lcon and e Syngenta bgo am trademiuks of a Synigeata Group Gompary. MW 1VEPS006_DD_AGET 12447 SLC 92608 12-2017
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Protect your products.

Protect your bottom line.

= INTERNATIONAL@ PAPER s

® ClimaBin

with proprietary ClimaGuard® medium technology

~ Moisture can lead to bin failure ClimaBin containers stay
= dry and strong

No more getting soaked by damaged inventory and
damaged relationships with customers
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To learn more about this o -
proprietary product, A== :m:iJ WMLH/ =
contact Heather Raulerson ; @ ClimaBin Lig @-ﬂ-ﬂ-' V
at (352) 895-6660 . o ﬂ% %
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B7016 Intamational Paper All Right: served. ClimaBin is a trademark of Intamational Paper Company
INTERNATIONAL®PAPER




