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GORRGHOIGE

G?E,F ‘ PACKAGING SUCCESS TOGETHER™

TAKE A LOAD OFF

with Triple Wall Bulk Packaging

Protect your heaviest bulk shipping requirements

m Industry’s Best Lead Times ® Cost Optimization
®m Regional Warehouses ®m Unparalleled Quality

®m Exceptional Service m Flexible Quantities

- CONTACT US TODAY!

Southern U.S. East Coast Midwest Texas & Marketing Customer Service
Brad Johnston Josh Rowe Brad Johnston Jane Jennings Brian French
678.644.9162 804.592.8547 812.691.5006 360.601.7860 502.640.4342

corrchoice.com
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National CRe]oort

A multitude of changes have occurred since our last printing. The entire world has experienced
these changes. Life as we knew it has changed for now. Our focus is staying healthy and safe.
Watermelon fills the bill on that as well as being delicious. Much has changed, including pro-
motions, schedules, events, flights, hotels, meetings, shopping, and the economy. We are work-
ing from our homes harder than ever, trying to do the best job possible promoting our healthy,
plentiful, delicious, nutritious, and economical watermelon! Staying safe! The look of a promo-
tion has certainly changed. Zoom meetings replace standard meetings. We look forward to the
end of Covid-19 and returning to the old normal. Meanwhile, we carry on.

National Queen Paige has embraced these changes. Paige has met with all the State
Queens several times via zoom. She has participated in conference calls with the NWA’s
Executive Director, Bob Morrissey. She has taken on social media by storm, utilizing Gene Guerra (grower). Rosie Aguire (Nunherns) and Fred &
Facebook and Instagram. Not only Paige, but every one of our State Queens as well. They Bobby Arellano (Seedway and our sponsors)

are all doing a fabulous job representing you via social media! with Paige (NWA Queen)

National Queen Paige spotlights a State Queen every week on Facebook in,” Meet the
Queens Monday,” “Watermelon Wednesday” and particularly well received is, “Farm
Friday “where a grower is spotlighted every week. Paige and all the girls are featuring wa-
termelon recipes, watermelon crafts, watermelon fitness, and experiments to name a few.
They are also reading and recording watermelon children’s books for watermelon story
time. She has read to a former National Queen, Maggie Bailey’s first grade class and to
grower, shipper, teacher, Carrie Thomas’s third grade class. Paige has showcased several
recipes, crafts, and nutritional information posts. Paige and all the watermelon queens are
making you proud! She is also doing several postings on the NWA Facebook page Water-
melon Ag. Like I said, promotion has taken on a whole new look.

B . . . . . Clint Wiggins of Wiggins Wholesale along with Jorge and BJ
Before it was deemed a pandemic, Paige and chaperone Kerri Wiggins were sponsored with 2IM Produce and NWA Queen Paige.

to attend the Illiana watermelon convention, at the French Lick Resort in French Lick,
Indiana. They joined several other watermelon queens. Kerri and Paige were welcomed
warmly by Queen Madison and coordinator Lana Brothers. We wish to thank all the many
people that purchased items for Paige during their auction. Special thanks to Toby Smith,
Ms. Jean Nowaskie, Barbara Duda, Jesse Wiggins, Kelly and Aaron Tyner, and Mrs. Judy
Kenworthy. Paige so appreciates these thoughtful purchases and loves them all.

Congratulations to Grace Rainey, on being selected the 2020 Illiana Watermelon Queen!
Kerri and Paige enjoyed the convention and want to thank the IWA Association for spon-
soring them to their convention, it was wonderful.

John Groh, editor and publisher of The Produce News contacted me about interviewing
Paige via zoom. They will be hosting a virtual booth during the United Fresh Live show.
This will be conducted by The Produce News, video/social media editor, Maggie Hanna.
Sounds exciting, stay tuned.

. . . . Pai isiting Mike Helle and Mike Helle, Jr with s
Their next stop after a long gap of cancellations of promotions due to Covid-19, a long ige vising Mike Helland ik Helle i withou sponsr

farm tour in the Rio Grande Valley. They were sponsored by Sostena, Steven Vandever;
Nunhems, Rosie Aguiree; Speedling; Gowan Seed, Clegg Smith and Cameron Cruz; and
Seedway, Fred Arellano. A special thank you to all the sponsors for this promotional op-
portunity for our Queen Paige. They appreciate your support! They were so well received,
everyone loved seeing Paige and Kerri again. We would also like to thank the following
people for treating them to dinner during their tour on different evenings. Thank you,
Darren and Jared Wiggins; Nowell and Ranell Borders; Steven, Ana, Alex and Sophia
Vandever with Sostena. We appreciate your generosity and hospitality. Kerri and Paige
stayed busy enjoying the many informative farm visits in the Rio Grande Valley area, we
certainly thank all their sponsors for making it possible. Thanks to the growers and ship-
pers for your hospitality.

Stay tuned for more exciting events and news. Please contact me if you would like to
sponsor the National Watermelon Queen for an event. Enjoy watermelon every day! Elea-
nor T. Bullock

NWA Promotions Coordinator et st Mike Helle and Mike Helle I it
. alge visiing € nelle an € relle, Jr with our sponsor,
229.322.9933 5 etb.nwa@ gmall .com Rosie Aguirre with Nunhems.

CHEIP

8 Proud partner with NWA for 12 years.

A Brambles Company 3 chep.com
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ational Pictures

Nowell, Kelton and Dalton Borders of Borders Melons are
showing Paige a field full of fresh cut watermelons.

Paige visited J&D Produce with Steven Vandever (Sostena) and
Mario (J&D Produce) on the grand tour.

The grand tour at J&D Produce continued and included PPE
measures.

CHEIP

A Brambles Company

We got to see some of their facility and all of the wonderful water-
melons that they are getting ready to ship out, and we also got to
meet up with Nunhems, Rosie Aguirre.
We had a great visit with our #GowanSponsors this morning, Mr.
Clegg Smith and Mr. Cameron Cruz.

They took us to a field that their #Fascination variety is grown in
— Mr. Darren and Jared Wiggins’ farm.

‘We finished today’s leg of our tour late this afternoon with a visit
to Mr. Jack Wallace and Mr. John Prukop’s field — true icons in
our industry!

They also took us to a field that their #Fascination variety is
grown in — Mr. Benton and Mr. Will Beckwith’s farm.

~ % s = - “ ;
AT Y R ,
Towards the end of the visit Trevor Prukop and Ryan Becker
joined us.

A picture with Ranell and Nowell Borders and sons,
Dalton and Kelton.

o . = :
‘What an amazing visit we had this morning at Sandia Depot after

the rain cleared! We got to visit with Mr. Andy Lozano and his
son Gerry on a tour of their warehouse!

We had a wonderful visit at Texas Melon Exchange with Mr. Tony
Anderson and Mrs. Teretha Jones.

Proud partner with NWA for 12 years.

chep.com
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ational Pictures

We got to visit with owner operator Mr. Darren Wiggins, farm
manager Jared Wiggins, and Donnie Walker, warehouse manager!

5 Vg ?

Pictured with Greg Lothringer, Lothringer Farms and Sostena’s
Steven Vandever.

Thanks to the Lozano’s for the wonderful visit! And thank you t
Nunhems, Rosie Aguirre and Seedway (our two sponsors)!

Thanks to one of major sponsors, Steven(not pictured), Ana, Alex
and Sophia Vandever, from Sostena.

Beautiful art in the Lozano’s packing facility.

Pictured with Greg Lothringer, Lothringer Farms and Nunhems’
Rosie Aguirre.

PSS Eime VA
We had a wonderful visit with Mr. Will Steele at his shed this

morning. Mr. Steele is the owner and operator of Frontera Pro-
duce and Crescent Farms.

IWA President Kelly Tyner pictures with Aaron and the girls at the
IWA Convention.

Thank you for the wonderful visit with you, Greg Lothringer and
our Sostena sponsor, Steven Vandever

A _
| T
¥

Congratulations to the new IWA Queen, Grace Rainey. Welcome
to our watermelon family.

Our last stop of our Rio Grande Valley Tour was to Wiggins
Farms packing facility!

Paige visited Greg Lothringer Farms and had a wonderful time!

CHEP

Proud partner with NWA for 12 years.

A Brambles Company & - chep.com
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RED AMBER

89 days. Strong, vigorous plant that
produces a uniform set of high quality
fruit. Interior has a crisp texture and
contrasts well with the medium green
background and medium dark green stripe.

Midwest

IEGERS

Stokes Seeds Inc. has acquired Siegers Seed Company, bringing you
an extended product line and a stronger team with a larger sales force.
For more information please visit us at www.siegers.com.

John Hoffman
(419) 388-6731

Jason Weaver

(229) 364-2515
Georgia & Gulf Coast

Wayne Cline

(813) 365-5192
Southern FL

sl

7" Resea chmg the best fo
‘our customers since 1881.

> ¥
.1
¥ 5'%

80 days. A personal 6-8 count watermelon
that’s true to its name. Dark striped with
vigorous vines and strong yields. Super
flavor with dark red interior. A great
addition to any planting program!

7 800) 962

SWEET POLLY

88 days. Resistance: Co, ., Fon, o
Medium large triploid with strong
vines and exceptional rind appearance.
High quality dark red flesh is firm with
small pips. Mostly 45 count.

Bryan Hannigan

(609) 440-3685
Mid Atlantic

Phil Ramsey

(276) 701-0991
Lower Atlantic

Dan Grissom

(813) 624-2704
Central FL

Matt Howell
(229) 921-6537
Georgia & Northern FL

4999 « wWwsiegers.com
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Florida CRe}oort

Summertime is here in the Sunshine State of Florida.

First of all, we hope everyone is staying safe and be-
ing careful with this horrible “Covid 19 Virus” that
1S going on in our country. [ hope all our watermelon
family and friends are staying safe and dealing with
the best of this situation. We have not been able to do
as many promotions as we normally do, but Queen
Bethany has done a wonderful job promoting Florida
Watermelons with our Facebook and Instagram ac-
counts. She 1s sharing our favorite watermelon reci-
pes and reading books with everyone’s favorite wa-
termelon story.

In February, Queen Avianna and I attended the Na-
tional Watermelon Convention in Orlando, Florida
at the beautiful Walt Disney Yacht and Beach Re-
sort. Congratulations to Paige Huntington for being
crowned the 2020 National Watermelon Queen.

In March, Queen Bethany and I attended the 31st An-
nual Illiana Watermelon Convention in French Lick,
Indiana at the beautiful French Lick Resort. Congrat-
ulations to Grace Rainey for being selected as their
2020 Illiana Watermelon Queen. A big thank you to
our sponsors Brad Jones with Sun State Produce and
Alan Frey with Frey Farms for sponsoring us to at-
tend this convention. A special thanks to Paul Sawyer
for chaperoning us around to get to enjoy and see this
beautiful resort A fun-filled weekend!

In May, Governor Ron DeSantis opened up the state
a little which gave us a chance to start visiting some
watermelon farmers and some packing sheds. Thank
you to everyone for letting Queen Bethany come and
learn about our watermelon industry. Thank you to
Paul Sawyer and Courtney Davis with Gowan Seed
Company for helping us a day with our South and
North Florida farm tours. Hope everyone enjoys our
pictures from the Watermelon farm tours. We did en-

Joy seeing everyone. Hope you can attend on Novem-

ber 4 — 6, 2020 at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in
Orlando, Florida for our 53rd Annual Florida Water-
melon Convention “From the Ground Up”. President
Mark Bryan and his wife Judy are planning a fun-
filled good ole time. Please join us! “Save the Date”
and don’t forget to pick up a “Fresh from Florida
Watermelon”™ at your local grocery store.

Until next time!
Debra Harrison
Florida Watermelon Promotion Coordinator

Cellular — (863) 633-8306
email: debra@flfwa.com

CHEIP

A Brambles Company

Queen Avianna and
National Queen
Paige Huntington.
Congratulations
Paige!

to the 2020
Tlliana
‘Watermelon
Queen Grace
Rainey!

Queen Bethany spending some fun time in
Indiana with Paul and Courtney.

at the
‘Watermelon
Seed Spitting
Contest Queen
Bethany given it
her all.

enjoying a slice
i of Fresh from
£ Florida Water-
4 melons at Phil
¥ Turner Farms

' with Phil Jr.

Starting out with our farms tour at the Packing shed with Melon 1.

WATERMELONS

then on to Wilkerson Farms with Michael Wilkerson
and his family.

our next stop in Trenton was with Doug Simpson, Jr. and his son
at Simpson Farms.

Congratulation’s

our next little town of Chiefland with Mr. Murray and Harold
Tillis with Tillis Farms.

—then in
Trenton with
Garrett Beach
and his family
with Beach
Farms.

Starting my day out in Chiefland with Mr. Paul and Courtney
with Gowan Seed Company visiting with Mr. Bob with
Gibson Produce.

99 Sales, Inc

yif
“i- Fresh
== Florida.

Y i
It’s always a pleasure to get to see this beautiful family “the
Thomas Family”- Diamond 99!

“Here I gotothe |
Farmers Market”
to deliver some
Fresh from Florida
Watermelons!

My favorite spot for a beautiful picture with Mr. Billy & Trey
Smith with Billy Smith Watermelons.

I A
Wﬂ&s%n al luﬁﬁ;‘;‘,

“Save the Date” November 4-6, 2020 Florida Watermelon
Convention.

Proud partner with NWA for 12 years.

chep.com
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Food Safety just got easier.

Create and Manage SOPs | Receive Notifications
Complete Internal Audits | Manage 3rd Party Audits
Link Spray Records | Build Your Own Checklist

=0

FOODSAFETY A &

ABC Company
Log Name Log ID
Filters Farm Cold Storage Temp. Log 1
Manuals us . Creation Date Site Name
Any v LOG1  Pre-Harvest Farm A Past Due 7/21/2018 Q ¢ 10/12/2018 Cooler
Inspection
(®) DailyLogs Revision No. Sub-Site(s)
LOG1  Pre-Harvest FarmA Pending 8/1/2018 Q &
O Open Logs Inspection Approval 0 Cooler 1
() ViewLogs LOG1  Pre-Harvest FarmA Not Started 8/2/2018 Q & Purpose Statement
Inspection Before the operation starts, and then hourly, during running,
Frequency - — the tem?‘erathe of each cold storage unit should be checked to
" ensure they are at proper operating temperatures. When
Defy ¥ Packing House readings are found to be out of range, corrective actions should

ption tu ih be taken, and water may need to be re-tested.

Select Area . jon,
Are Logd ::c::::::o al  Packing House A Not Started 8/2/2018 Q # Cooler Temperatures
> Farm - = =
> Packing H Cold Storage
g one - - T - : . Equipment Name Value
LogiD LogMame  Location Status Date Action

> Cold Storage

. Thermometer 1
Cold Storage 7/31/2018 62

Monitoring

> Company

Date Time

Cold Storage
Monitoring

Bf2/2018

Flaly

- 07/03/2018

Complete

12:45 PM

Company

L0G2 NUOCA 7/18/2018

Save Progress

Highland is proud to be your partner. For more than 15 years, the
Highland family of companies has strived to offer the highest quality
products to one of the most professional, hard-working and diverse
group of growers, packers, shippers and marketers. From labels and
cleaning and sanitizing supplies, to scouting services and farming
software, Highland continues to service the watermelon industry.

We're proud to be your partner for
more than 15 years.

As we move forward into the virtual world, Highland is making sure
you have your critical data at your fingertips so you can access,
manage and make decisions easily and efficently. Our in-house team
of engineers have created the most robust and easy-to-use Food
Safety software, Highland FS365, reducing input and audit time up to
70%. From the first time you step in the field, until the watermelon is
sold - we have you covered. More services are in development that
will change the way you run your business. Schedule your test drive
of Highland FS365 today and see what others are so excited about!

From soil to sale, Highland has it.
Learn more at HighlandHasit.com

o

" TRUSTED

ASTIN

STRAWBERRY EXCHANGE

\‘J

TCSSFARMS O3

..... DM
P RESH B

We talk to the top leaders,

<E) HIGHLANDAG"

SOLUTIONS

863-844-4263
highlandhasit.com

000 9

CREAMOF
THECROP

PODCAST

farmers and experts in
agriculture, Listen on Apple,
Google, Spotify and Stitcher.
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Georgia Report

Summertime greetings from Georgia!

Wow! Our lives and routines have really taken a shift
since the pandemic. As we adjust to a new normal, we
have been thinking outside the box of ways we can get
creative with our promotions and how we can pro-
mote Georgia watermelon while keeping safe during
the pandemic. Queen Lindsey has been working very
creatively with her approach to promoting GA Water-
melon this summer. The GWA is very proud of her
hard work, patience and dedication to her role as our
2020 ambassador!

With a full promotion schedule at bay, Queen Lindsey
was ready to begin promoting Georgia watermelon . 4 Queen Lindsey packs food boxes at Second Harvest of South
until everything came to a halt. Queen Lindsey’s .- = . Georgia.

travels began with her first promotion at Farm Ag Day Queen Lindsey serves up a watermelon party! :
hosted by Byron Middle School where she shared

the nutritional and health benefits of watermelon the
students. Shortly thereafter, the pandemic hit, and we
entered a new normal and began to brainstorm how

we could market our commodity without travel and
in-person visits. She has been engaging viewers with
Facebook Lives during the summer months. With
everyone hunkered down at home, they are searching
for ways to occupy their time. The viewers now have
a way to connect with Lindsey as she shares some fun,
interesting watermelon topics such as “Get to know the
Queen,” recipes, hydration is key, reading a book, and
how to host a watermelon-themed party to name a few.
Just before Memorial Day, Lindsey worked with mem- QE?TESZ::?;‘;:T\Z first promotion
bers of the National Guard at Second Harvest of South ’ ‘
Georgia to pack food boxes for the local community in “ ] —

Valdosta, Georgia. Second Harvest provides more than
3 million meals to those with food insecurity. “Having
the opportunity to give back to my community along-
side many of our service men and women was truly a
blessing,” she said. “I believe in living a life of use to
others and I look forward to continuing to bring smiles
to people’s faces through watermelon.”

Queen Lindsey is looking forward to collaborating
with the Atlanta Braves soon to promote the sweet taste
of watermelon and to make sure the fans are aware that
this sweet, refreshing treat is coming to a store near
them soon!

We are looking forward to the days ahead when we
can begin to travel and promote, in person, our favorite
treat!

Reading a cute story to home-bound children Wishing everyone a happy, healthy and safe July 4th. Don’t
through Facebook Live forget the watermelon!

Would you like to schedule a date for our Georgia
Watermelon Queen to visit your location? Please call
Dawn Cheplick at 706-845-8575 or dcheplick@asgin-
fo.net to book the queen. Everything will be alright!

Sincerely,

Dawn Cheplick,
Promotions Coordinator
706-845-8575
dcheplick@asginfo.net

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.

800.799.LUND 10 REACH OUR AC )‘F-" + @é/ — -M.P

EXPERIENCED WATERMELON TEAM Waléntielon
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WATERMELONY e 2
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F - ]‘ {:T- -- 41

RIS
T‘lﬁ ) Low—(AlanE TFEAT

TRIFHISHTIL

Spiikging i ploigifing
STRONG_ROOTS STRONG PLANTS

v Fusarium Wilt resistance

v Decreasein field rotations

v Decrease in plant population

v Superior plant and fruit quality

v Longer harvesting window
.Y, Posmve effects onyield

Tri- HIShtI| grafted plants offer growers a fuII network of growing
solutions through our quality partnerships that can take you from
pre-plant to harvest.

‘I TF‘" HISHTIL  pyigee-

Irrigation

Ben Hinson: East Coast Sales Coordinator (828) 620-5020
Mark Lauman: West Coast Sales Coordinator (760) 250-6275 Tri-Hishtil.com




13 « the Vineline National Watermelon Association * Summer 2020

gug[ Coast Report

“Wow,” what a crazy couple

of months, right? We sincerely
hope you all are staying healthy
and safe.

Furthermore, we would like
that to catch everyone up on

what has been going on here
with the GCWA.

We had the best time at Nation-
als at the end of February and
we are so grateful to the NWA
for having us.

Taylor made us proud and we
made forever lasting memories
at Disney. Our new 2020 queen
Hannah has been wonderful to
work with given the cards we
have been dealing with because
of COVID-19. We have been
posting videos on our social
media account, we had her of-
ficial pictures taken, and we are
now super excited to be step-
ping in slowly to our first pro-
motions.

We are ready to get this year
started and we hope to see all
of you along our journey.

Watermelon Blessings,

Madison Laney Johnson
(coordinator)

CHEI?

Proud partner with NWA for 12 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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Seminis. 5[7(?

grow forward

tastes never ch:

At Seminis®, were always looking to our past to help grow:
for their businesses through heightened performance, be
yield potential — all while helping consumers Redi-iscov“ér* r

»

FaAd

Shoreline’ Tailgate

new dual purpose 45/36-count dark mottled stripe that produces
watermelon that performs well for both a large percentage of 36-count
the cut and traditional markets. watermelon with some 45-counts

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results
you may obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible.
Bayer Cross, Seminis® and SummerSlice™ are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. © 2019 Bayer Group. All rights reserved.
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R

Road Trip Joy Ride

a 45-count watermelon hybrid produces a large percentage
of 36-count watermelon

Learn more of what the future can bring at seminis-us.com/summerslice
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wa-ter-mel-on (wo'tar mél‘an, wot’sar-), n.
1) Enza Zaden
Producing fruit of exceptional flavor and vyield.

e Proven high yields throughout the East.

e Strong against hollow heart.

e Outstanding fruit quality:.

e Sweetness and flavor worthy of the outdoor holiday season.
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IUliana Rgoort

Greetings from Illiana!

Although our world has changed, the Illiana Water-
melon Association is still focused on supporting and
promoting Indiana and Illinois grown watermelons!
Now, more than ever, consumers need our delicious and
nutritious product!

In the last Vineline publication, we wrote about our
2019 Queen, Madison Heiden, and her preparation for
the National Watermelon Association convention. Words
cannot describe how proud we are of Madison and how
she represented our organization with dignity and grace.
The magic of Walt Disney World and the sweetness of
the NWA gave Queen Madison and our IWA members

a week of watermelon memories that will not be soon
forgotten! Thank you to the NWA and congratulations to
the new National Watermelon Queen, Paige!

Introducing our 2020 Queen!

After the National Convention, Queen Madison was
back in Indiana ready to pass her crown to the 2020 I1-
liana Watermelon Queen. Our 31st Annual Convention
was held at the beautiful French Lick Springs Resort
and Casino and was a weekend full of fun and fel-
lowship for our members and guests! Many members’
highlight of the convention is the queen contest, and
this year was no different. We had a wonderful group of
girls compete this year and are excited to introduce our
newest Public Relations Ambassador, Grace Rainey!

Queen Grace making the best of quarantine

Miss Grace is from Evansville, Indiana and is a 19-year-
old student at the University of Southern Indiana where
she is studying Biology. An avid animal lover, Grace
plans to attend Veterinary school after she earns her
undergraduate degree! When she is not studying or pro-
moting watermelon, she can be found running, working
at a local vet clinic, or hanging out with her brothers
(she’s a triplet!)

These are unprecedented times, but Queen Grace has
been determined to help our industry in any way she
can. She has filmed numerous promotional videos and
created content for the association’s social media pages.
Highlights of her virtual promotions so far include
working out with the NWPB and the Fit Fork, read-

ing children’s books to teach kids about watermelon, ) , .
and leading the “Crafting with the Queen” promotion. I _ . Farm tour with Chelsey and Brandon Cardinal of Cardinal Farms
Queen Grace has been working on creating more video \ W
content, so stay up to date on our Instagram and Face-
book pages for more!

Lastly, Queen Grace had the opportunity to join in the
planting process at Cardinal Farms and Freyco Pro-
duce. Queen Grace was not afraid to get a little mud on
her boots, and she assisted IWA Vice President, Cody
Smith, in laying plastic and planting!

Queen Grace and I are hopeful that we will have a sum-
mer filled with promoting delicious Illiana Watermelon
throughout our great states and beyond!

Kind Regards,

Lana Brothers

(314)724-6305
iwapromocoordinator@gmail.com

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.
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Tleger & Son

McMelon, Inc.
Melon 1
Melon Hcres
MelonCo
Mesilla Valley Produce
DMC Farms Pappas Family Farms
tagle &ye Produce Premier Melon
FreshPro Sanoca Farms
Frey Farms Schmieding Produce
Gibaon Produce Southern Corporate Packiers
Giumarra Companies SunState Produce
Healthy Harvest Van Groningen & Sons
fieith Connell Yincent farms
Tiids Choice Warren Produce
thirschenman &Enlerprises
Thank you for your generous
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Mar-Del CRqoort

The weather is warming up here in
Maryland and Delaware. Watermelons
are being planted and Queen Leslie is
excited to grow in her title along with
the watermelons. She has already been
busy sharing her love of agriculture and
watermelon with anyone who is tuning Qo syt s oo
in. That is right! Have you caught an ep-
1sode of “Quarantine with the Queen?”
Leslie has been busy preparing videos
for social media on watermelon reci-
pes, reading watermelon stories, shar-
ing her favorite watermelon memories,
and helpful tips for picking out a water-
melon. She was given the opportunity
to zoom into a 3rd grade class at W.B.
Simpson School and teach them about
fractions by cutting a watermelon!
Queen Leslie has been very creative ey o\
during this time and uses her pub- P T——
lic speaking and demonstration skills B
learned in 4-H and FFA .Queen Leslie is
looking forward to upcoming farm tours
and recording of our radio and T.V.
commercial. 2020 has brought on a dif-
ferent meaning to a watermelon promo-
tion. We are excited to see the creativity We i he hoorof tendingthe i v roving of e
and positive attitude that Queen Leslie il

1s adding to her title as watermelon
queen. We pray for a safe and success-
ful watermelon season. Mar-Del Water-
melon Association is excited to see what
new opportunities this season will pro-
vide for promoting watermelons. Queen
Leslie is scheduled to host two virtual
4-H day camps and be a station during a
drive-in fair. We know this year will be
one to remember. Our goal is to bring a
smile, one mardelicious slice of
watermelon at a time!

A mother’s day Quarantine with the Queen special! Sharing a
flower arrangement while using a watermelon.

\&

P A DB

Teaching fractions using a watermelon.

‘Watermelon promotion ready

CHEIP

8 Proud partner with NWA for 12 years.

A Brambles Company 3 chep.com
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CONNECT WITHUS T O @@ @M

Clifton Seed Company

Quality Vegetable Seeds Since 1928

S CLIFT@N SEED

PREMONT KINGMAN

Round-Oval Shape, 15-17 Ibs. High Yield Potential

Super Crisp With High Brix Nice Round-Oval Shape

Very Small Seed Pips
Fxcellent Shelf Life

Crisp Flesh and Tiny Pips 3

Excellent Main Season Variety

WALKER

High Brix; Excellent Flavor
Strong, Vigorous Plant

CAPTIVATION

Small Pip Size & Firm Texture
Attractive, Dark Red Flesh
Excellent Uniformity Strong Disease Resistance

Rich Crimson Sweet Skin

Firm, Crisp Flesh

FOR SALE IN FL, GA, SC, NC, TN, AL, MS ONLY

« GUTABOVE
o . Crisp, Sweet Flesh
' Round-Oval Shape, 15-17 lbs

... High Brix, Small Seed Pips
;‘{f Excellent Shipping Capability

- TROUBADOUR

High Yield Potential
Mid-Early Maturity
. Uniform Fruit, 14-17 Ibs.
“High Brix With Deep Red Color

Attractive Red, Firm Flesh 'y - - " Extended Flowering Period
Excellent Yield Potential T g e Tiger-Striped Rind Pattern
Glossy, Rich Rind Color o-\§ f"‘l o _ Excellent Pollen Quality
Ships and Holds Well (s Sl ' Small, Explosive Fruits

Terry Parrish Josh Garrett Mark Upton Jonathan Wilks
N.FL, AL, MS, LA : Georgida NY, N. England, PA, M| NC, SC, VA
229.921.7803 (, 352.231.1681 315.604.1098 910.290.1735
Larry Pippin John Mcintyre Wayne Eidson Tyler Bill

Plant City, FL Southsast FL TN, KY, MO, IN DE, MD, PA
813.708.2251 803.242.1413 615.854.9859 302.222.2677

T e ey S
Southwest FL Southwest GA i : : - e e
813.399.3974 229.891.8226 '

T:.1-600-231-9389 | E2.910-267-2692 |PO Box 206 Faison, NC 28341 | cliftonseed.com
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North Carolina Rejoort

So far, 2020 has not been quite the year we were
expecting, but the North Carolina Watermelon family
is resilient! We are continuing to grow and promote
watermelons while looking forward to summer and the
start of our season.

James Sharp and his family congratulate Queen Amy for repre-
senting NC so well

Sarah Swam - 2020 Queen

Once again, we want to thank our 2019 North Caro-
lina Watermelon Queen, Amy Arnold, for representing

herself and the association so well at the 2020 NWA %m s,
Convention in Florida. We all had a great time and NWPB President Jesse Wiggins and Queen Amy enjoy the open-
ing night celebration of the NWA convention NC Watermelon Queen Zoom Pageant. Newly crowned Queen

really enjoyed the wonderful convention. Included are _ Sarah is in the red box
some fun pictures of Amy and members of the North e :
Carolina Watermelon Association from the convention.
When we returned home from the NWA Convention,
we were busy getting ready for the 39th North Caro-
lina Watermelon Convention, but COVID-19 had other
plans for us. Our association made the decision to
cancel the annual convention to help protect the health
and safety of our members.

2020 North
Carolina
Watermelon
Queen
Miss Sarah
Swain from
Morehead
City, NC

The cancellation of the convention also brought about
the postponement of the 2020 North Carolina Wa-
termelon Queen Scholarship Pageant. We patiently
waited a few weeks for our rescheduled pageant. How-
ever, once again the virus would not let us proceed
with our plan. Therefore, we decided to host the first
ever virtual North Carolina Watermelon Queen Schol-
arship Pageant using the web-based platform Zoom.
We had a great group of contestants who were willing,
and it turned out very capable of showcasing their love
for watermelon in this new format. We made a few
changes to the elements of the competition, but the
overall emphasis was even greater on the communica-
tion skills of each contestant. Our judges were great,
and they enjoyed getting to know each young lady. i
After a full day of interviews, videos and speeches, on Queen Amy preparing for the inerview portion of NWA Queen
April 26 we crowned the 2020 North Carolina Wa- competition

termelon Queen, Miss Sarah Elizabeth Swain, virtu- B =
ally. Thanks to everyone who joined in on our Zoom
crowning it was a new experience for us all.

In Episode 1 of Queen Be-
hind the Screen, Queen Sarah
made a fun watermelon craft 8

Queen Sarah shows
off her watermelon
vase

Since her crowning, Queen Sarah has been busy pro-
moting watermelons! With no face to face promo-
tions allowed she has developed her own video series
entitled “Queen Behind the Screen.” Sarah features
a new watermelon video each week on the North
Carolina Watermelon social media outlets. Then the
videos are also uploaded to our new YouTube Channel
(please subscribe at NC Watermelon) and to our web-
site ncwatermelonqueen.com for everyone to access.
We also want to recognize our National Queen Paige
and all the other state Queens for being able to adapt
in this uncertain time and still share all the positive
watermelon messages.

In Episode 3 of Queen Be-
hind the Screen, Queen Sarah
made watermelon pet treats

Queen Sarah’s furry friend really enjoyed the watermelon

Pupsicles

At this time, we are not sure what our “watermelon
season’ will look like but Queen Sarah will continue
to promote watermelons no matter what the platform.

Sharon Rogers

Promotions Coordinator
336-583-9630
ncwatermelonqueen@ gmail.com

In Episode 4 of Queen Behind the Screen, Queen Sarah made
watermelon themed sun hat for the summer

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.
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LTI
¥

WATERMELONSEOR S

WATERMELON: A
FITHESS-FRIENDLY FOOD!

WATERMELON CONTAINS

VITAMINS A, B6 & C
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South Carolina CRqoort

Due to the Covid outbreak, our schedule has been
drastically altered this season to adhere to all of
the safety regulations that have been implemented
to safeguard our state and nation. Even with this
unimaginable outbreak, our farmers and others in
the industry have been hard at work to make sure
that our product is being produced and marketed to
the public.

The South Carolina Watermelon Queen, Selena Al-
lison, has also been working hard behind the scenes
to help promote our delicious and nutritious product.

On February 23rd, Selena appeared on a video Queen Selenas eting eady tovisit the
for the Pageland Chamber of Commerce. The Pageland Chamber of Commerce.
Pageland Chamber was very gracious in welcoming
Selena in her hometown as the 2020 South Carolina
Watermelon Queen and giving credit to the South
Carolina Watermelon Association. The Chamber
brought Selena back again to video “Story Time”
for the children of Pageland County on March 23rd.

A donation of mask extenders was made to the
Springhill Assisted Living in Pageland on April
13th. On April 18th, produce boxes were donated
to Helping Hands Food Pantry. Selena made a :
promotional video on April 19th, where she dem- ” Passing out food boxes o
onstrated making watermelon cupcakes. A produce Helping Hands Food Pantry in Pageland, SC
drop off was made in conjunction with Sullivan
Produce on April 22nd.

Another promotional video was made on May 4th
for the Department of Agriculture/South Carolina
Watermelon Association website on “How to Cut

a Watermelon”. Selena made another “Meet the
Queen” video on May 23rd, that was published on
the NWA and National Queen Facebook Page.

The South Carolina Watermelon Association is also
providing a bin of watermelons to Oakview El-
ementary School to be given as awards to students
participating in virtual field days for the school o SO, G
on June 3-4. The award winners will drive by the The Mayor o Pageland welcomes Sclena
school and pick up a watermelon as their prize.

As we all struggle to cope with the conditions this
summer, Selena and I wish all of our watermelon
family the best of luck with their crops and we hope
to see you soon. Take care, stay healthy, and keep
those delicious watermelons coming.

Sweet Watermelon Wishes,

Ann Bryant -~

S C Promo tlons COOI' dina tOI' ﬁ : Filming a “Story Time” video for the children of Pageland
Distributing watermelon cupcakes to the

abry ant028 @ Charter‘net Pageland Police Department.

864-303-3995

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.
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Order Yours Today!

S MADEBY AVETs 2

Morgan and the Flags4Vets program that will benefit the Warriors for Freedom Foundation. Kris found
his calling to continue to serve through the Flags 4 Vets program, his own woodworking effort that
has created 100s of wooden flags for veterans and supporters alike.

MEDIUM s
Size: 19.5"x 37" LHESREEH

Weighs approx. 20 Ibs. It

Cost incl. shipping = $250.00

If you know a veteran, first - thank them; then send them a flag or direct them to our website
(www.watermelon.ag) so they too can enjoy these beautiful tributes to our country. Net proceeds
from every sale will go directly to the Warriors for Freedom Foundation. God Bless Americal!
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Texas CRejoort

Crazy quarantine greetings from the great state of Texas!
As of a few weeks ago, we are getting things opened
back up here and are doing well. We sincerely hope ev-
ery other state gets to open soon and has their economies
humming again. I also pray that everyone connected to
the watermelon industry has a great season.

Since my last letter, we attended the National Watermel-
on Association Convention which took place in Orlando,
Florida. The hotel, Disney’s Yacht and Beach Club
Resort, was beautiful and the overall event was so much
fun. Paige and the other state queens started off with a
meeting with the judges then the girls went to the open-
ing reception where some Disney characters showed up
and mingled with the attendees. The next day the girls
helped with the auction after participating in the chal-
lenging seed spit. On Saturday, the contestants gave their
speeches and answered the impromptu question before
their interviews with the judges and the on-camera inter-
views. The evening’s entertainment included a percus-
sion group who everyone enjoyed, especially when 2019
NWA Queen Katie played along. The weekend was truly
a special one, especially for us Texans who were hoping
to have our queen do well, and she did not disappoint.
Our 2019 Texas Queen, Paige Huntington, was crowned
the 2020 National Watermelon Queen! We are so happy
and so very proud of her. We know she will do an awe-
some job and even though this pandemic has put a
damper on travel, Paige has been hard at work on social
media. kk

Now our wonderful new 2020 Texas Queen, Landen Ad-
dison, is also dealing with a very different year than she
expected, though she did get to attend the Illianna Con-
vention in French Lick, Indiana back in early March right
before the lock downs were put in place. The resort was
beautiful and everyone within the Illianna Association was
very hospitable. Our thanks go out to Mrs. Lana Brothers,
the 2019 Illianna Queen, Madison and the whole Illianna
Watermelon Association that invited us and showed us a
wonderful time. We would also like to say congratulations
to the new 2020 Illianna Queen, Grace Rainey. We know
the year will be a memorable one.

Since the Illianna trip and the lockdowns, Landen has
been on social media with Instagram and Facebook put-
ting out watermelon recipes and some craft ideas. All the
state queens are doing their best to promote watermelon
until they can get on the road again and do it in person.

Landen and I hope to be taking some trips soon, possibly
some farm tours and whatever else we will be able to
participate in to get the word out about the best fruit ever
created.

Until next time. Stay well and God bless.

Fondest regards,
Barbara Duda
TWA Coordinator e
bcduda62 @ gmail .com 4 == 1% Saying “Thank You™ to a wonderful family

The girls are ready for the interviews.

ALLEN LUND COMPANY OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE NWA OUR ALC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION PROGRAM.
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Western Glejaort

wesjerre
atermelon

ASSOCIATION

’

May 27, 2020

Wow what a year it has already been and we’re barely halfway through. It has definitely
started feeling like summer around these parts with temps hitting 107 this week and
watermelon season in full swing. Spring started out, as usual, with lighter production in
Mexico, which still seems to be the trend even with California fruit entering the market.
Trucking, food safety & labor continue to be our constant challenges, where we seem to
face new regulations and difficulties every year. Yet, through all the difficulties and new
challenges, we continue to grow as an industry.

Our spring here on the West Coast started out with a quarantine & some typical spring
weather. We have since had a fairly warm spring which is moving production right along
on schedule. The desert is rolling with steady volume and across the state quarantine &
social distancing regulations are slowly being lifted, which we are hoping keeps this
watermelon market strong!

We expect supply & demand to remain strong for the Fourth of July pull as well as the
rest of the season. The Western Watermelon Association would like to wish you all a
happy & successful National Watermelon Month. We are continuing to work hard to
bring our delicious West Coast watermelons to the hands of watermelon lovers
everywhere!

Sincerely,

Danielle Ratto

Western Watermelon Association
DanielleR@VGandSons.com

For more information on the Western Watermelon Association, be sure to check out our
“like” us on

web31te at: - WWW. westernwatermelon.org and ﬂ facebook

‘ | ¥

& _“,‘\.'

LREP

A Brambles Company chep.com
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We've got you covered
for watermelons

It’s no wonder
Syngenta

Is a leading
producer for
watermelon

, ; ; Sweet Dawn Fascination
® Excursion excels in early to main

season plantings

* Proven varieties demanded by the
market with consistent field
performance that can fulfill the
grower needs of a season long
planting program

*[ocus on disease resistance,
since 2009 all new variety
introductions have solid resistance
in not just laboratory tests but in
the field under Fusarium Wilt Excursion Captivation
race 1 pressure

e Full Count® Plant Program
for guaranteed delivery of
healthy transplants

® Syngenta genetics: now on
more than half of the U.S.
watermelon acreage

e Customer satisfaction: proven with
more than one billion watermelon
transplants sold to date

Melody Exclamation

For more information on these or other Syngenta Varieties,
visit SyngentalUS.com/Vegetables

©2019 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your local extension service to ensure
registration status. Full Count®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.
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Protect your products.

Protect your bottom line.

e INTERNATIONAL@PAPER A

® ClimaBin

with proprietary ClimaGuard® medium technology

E Moisture can lead to bin failure ClimaBin keeps bin dry & strong

3

No more getting soaked by damaged inventory and
damaged relationships with customers

To learn more about this
proprietary product,
contact Heather Raulerson
at (352) 895-6660

©®2019 International Paper. All Rights Reserved. ClimaBin is a trademark of International Paper Company

INTERNATIONAL@PAPER



