www.watermelon.ag

Spring 2021

| I E e | ‘ | || \ ) NATIONAL
N
N o

A SSOCIATI ON

INeWslettedofthelNATIONABWATERVIELONIASS@E@ATI@)IN




2 « the Vineline National Watermelon Association ¢ Spring 2021

GORRGHOIGE

mE'F | PACKAGING SUCCESS TOGETHER™

TAKE A LOAD OFF

with Triple Wall Bulk Packaging

Protect your heaviest bulk shipping requirements

® Industry’s Best Lead Times ® Cost Optimization
®m Regional Warehouses m Unparalleled Quality

m Exceptional Service m Flexible Quantities

- CONTACT US TODAY!

East Coast Midwest & Southern US Texas & Marketing Customer Service
Josh Rowe Brad Johnston Jane Jennings Brian French
804.592.8547 812-691-5006 360.601.7860 502.640.4342

corrchoice.com
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National CRejoort

Greetings from NWA!

Promotion for the National Watermelon
Queen has focused on Social Media for the
most part of last year and so far, this year.
We are hopeful that it will open some time
soon.

Paige has done a remarkable job with the
social media on Facebook and Instagram for
the Queen page and contributing to the Wa-
termelon Ag page as well. If you would like
to keep up with activities, go to National
Watermelon Queen on either, like or follow.

On January 19, the Watermelon Board host-
ed their annual Queen training. The zoom
training class included interview practice
with Gallo Communications, Carmine and
Vanessa Gallo.

This is always helpful to our National
Queen and all the state queens. Paige was
able to do a few fall promotions that have
not been covered. Certainly, during this pan-
demic time, some families need assistance.
We participated in a Giving Back program.

The fight hunger campaign took Paige to
several locations where they donated water-
melons to centers. Some of these locations
feed people daily and others provide food
boxes. It was rewarding to spread a little
cheer with watermelon to these facilities.
Paige’s warm smile, and the sharing of the
“Smile Fruit” brought them joy. We thank
the National Watermelon Promotion Board
for their assistance with these events.
Be sure and contact me if
you wish to sponsor the
National Watermelon
Queen for an Event!

Info listed below.

Best of the Season to You!
Eleanor Bullock
339.322.9933

NWA PROMOTIONS
COORDINATOR
etb.nwa@gmail.com

Zoom NWPB Queen Training Haslam, Texas Community Christian Services

8 Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company E&8 chep.com
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National Rejoort

Getting acquainted

] 5401 East 9th St.
B www.baptistkids.org -

Paige with the Community Christian Services Group Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home in Texarkana, AR

RYEST

REGIONAL FOOD BAN

Another donation to Harvest Regional Food Bank

They are loving the donation

CHEI?

8 Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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National CReiport

Helping with the delivery Beautiful facility, the donation much appreciated

Common Ground in Shreveport feeds 300 hot meals on Thursday,
Food Boxes on Friday, 50 school age kids a day

—~—~community

Common Ground donation in Shreveport, LA

CHEDP

They welcomed our donation

Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company ~ chep.com
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National CRe]oort

o Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company 3 chep.com
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We wish you all good health and that you stay well.

NWA

Members...

Allen Lund Company offers members of the NWA
our ALC Transportation Association Program (TAP).

Priority on providing capacity in tight markets
Lane analysis including year-end reporting
Discounted live load tracking

Discount on ALCHEMY TMS =&

EDI 214 integration

TAP into the benefits

Call our experienced watermelon team to get started.

800.799.LUND (5863)

tap.allenlund.com

i\ S TAP

'ﬁwmporfaﬁan Rrokers

ASSOCIATION

TRIZHISHTIL

Specialiging in plas groffing
STRONG ROOTS. STRONG PLANTS.

/ Fusarium Wilt resistance
v Decreasein field rotations
.-‘ v Reduction in plant population

Ji Y \ v Superior plant and fruit quality
t ") / Longer harvesting window
v Positive effects on yleld

oy

Tri-Hishtil grafted pla nts offer growers a fuII network of growing
solutions through our quality partnerships that can take you from
pre-plant to harvest.

@
'l'rIEgt“ ‘£ THI’HISHTIL ll}.fu!:; @gl?l (=) ZRE§

Ag Group

Ben Hinson: East Coast Sales Coordinator (828) 620-5020
Tri-Hishtil.com

Mark Lauman: West Coast Sales Coordinator (760) 250-6275

Rainbow Plant Food is an

ammoniated fertilizer — precise
amounts of primary, secondary
and micronutrients are chemically
combined into every single
granule. With Rainbow, every
watermelon in your field

gets a consistent application

of high-quality nutrients, giving
them what they need to achieve

stronger yields and optimum quality.

A Disclover what a full spectrum of

nutrients can do for your watermelons.
RPH.” Brg)nw RainbowPlantFoodProducts.com

Nutrien

©2020 Nutrien Ltd.; Rainbow, Nutrien logos and designs are
registered trademarks owned by Nutrien Lid. o1206715.06
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Florida CRejaort

Greetings from Sunshine State of Florida

In January we held our “Auction Night
Down on the Farm™ in Plant City, Flor-
ida. We would like to thank all of our
loads donor/buyers, supply donor/buy-
ers, raffle ticket buyers, seller, Board of
Directors with door prize, guest of the
event, speaker, and auctioneer for mak-
ing this a successful event. Congratula- -
tions goes out to Mr. Phil Turner with e ek o
Phil Turner Farms for receiving the ' |

“Outstanding Service Award and Mr.
Carr Hussey with Sweet Mama Produce
for being selected the 2021 FWA Life-
time Achievement Award. A fun evening
for all.

In other news, the 2021 Florida State
Fair has been moved to April 22 through

M ay 2 inste ad Of Febru ary . M ake pl ans Congratulations to Phils'i“;lvr‘;‘::zr ;(z ar:(;siving the “Outstanding Queen l;glﬂéagl); ;lg:%v \;«ti;l;nlzll'(s)tn \g(l:zeirziigenrg:ieizzl:g-ller and
to attend Florida State Fair.

We are very excited to announce that
Queen Bethany has decided to stay on
and serve as our 2021 Florida Watermel-
on Queen. In 2022, she will compete for
the National Watermelon Queen Title in
New York City, NY.

Queen Bethany and I are looking for-
ward to promoting Florida Watermelons
in 2021; something we all love! If you S
would like for us to attend one of your e Ay G e

favorite schools or grocery stores, please
contact me directly at Debra@fiflwa.com
or by calling (863) 633-8306.

As our year begins 2021, hope everyone
stays safe, well and our farmers have a
prosperity year.

Debra Harrison — Florida Watermelon
Promotions Coordinator

CHEI?

8 Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company 3 chep.com
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SmartFresh”

an AgroFresh solution

Meet the Demand
with Confidence.

Give melons an edge in the field and in storage,

for greater success with consumers.

» Extends freshness, keeps taste and delays senescence skin spots
» Delays loss of firmness in storage and shelf life

» Keeps peel color and green netting

« Slows down peduncle desiccation

* Reduces food loss

+ Avoids cracking and leaking of watermelon flesh (fresh cut)

» Keeps red flesh color bright and fresh, white rind clear and wider

- -ﬂl...
f " ' - ' ) X f|
" 3 o . L5 4 <
CONTACT:
AgrOFrESh Jackson Kempker, Smarter Freshness Manager,
We Grow Confidence™ e S it e o

AgroFresh.com

og _ge We are the
Building a stronger food safety ecosystem Crefreden it

; . National Watermelon
With a team of food experts, we are here to facilitate and Association!

expedite the complex certification process. - T o gl

QIMA/WAQS is an approved Certification Body for the
following schemes:

W GFSI Certification
(v)

2 GLOBALGAP pimes([)). QSQF “:IFS

Featured Standards

Food Certification Schemes
HACCP, Primus Standard

Supplier Assurance Audits
Costco Audits, Global Markets Programme

Responsible Supply Chain
SMETA/Sedex

QIMAWQS

www.wgqscert.com | infowgs@waqscert.com
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Georgia Report

Greetings from Georgia!

The Georgia Watermelon Association is excited to
share with everyone that our 2020 GWA Queen,
Lindsey Westberry, will be joining us for another
year of promotions in 2021! Lindsey will be the
FIRST GWA Queen to serve the association for a
consecutive year and she cannot wait to begin her
travels to promote this sweet and refreshing treat in
the days ahead!

Queen Lindsey just completed Queen Training
hosted by the National Watermelon Promotion
Board. Thank you to the NWPB for your contin-
ued support! We appreciate your assistance with
educating and equipping our watermelon queens
with the tools and resources they need to be the
very best in their jobs! Thank you also for the
professional communications workshop delivered
by Gallo Communications. The one-on-one video .7 _
recording review and constructive feedback of- - & |

fered by Carmine and Vanessa was so helpful and |

enriching! ' j

throughout the state this summer, meeting with pro- !\1

ducers, schools, media interviews, athletic events ‘ o o ' '

and so much more! Looking ahead into the Spring, O s and s ey on World Read Aot ey
Queen Lindsey will be joining the Georgia Spring
Savage Race, along with over 4,000 athletes and
spectators, in NE Georgia to hand out watermelon,
such a replenishing treat! The Cordele Rotary Club
has invited Queen Lindsey to attend their March

meeting to speak about her role as the Georgia Wa-
termelon Queen.

Queen Lindsey is looking forward to traveling

Future promotions include school visits, a Seed
Swap, culinary kids camp, Braves Country 5K, At-
lanta Braves on-field experience as Honorary Team
Captain, and Atlanta & Co. TV interview. Our
promotional year would not be complete without
our grower visits and seed trials with Syngenta and
SEEDWAY'!

We are looking forward to the days ahead when we
are on the road, traveling and promoting our favor-
ite treat!

Would you like to schedule a date for our Georgia
Watermelon Queen to visit your location? Please
call Dawn Cheplick at 706-845-8575 or dchep-
lick@asginfo.net to book the queen.

Who is ready for a watermelon-themed party?

Sincerely,

Dawn Cheplick, Promotions Coordinator
706-845-8575
dcheplick @asginfo.net

CHEI?

8 Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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CONNECT WITHUS | ©@@@®

Clifton Seed Company

Quality Vegetable Seeds Since 1928

e CLIFT®N SEED

PREMONT KINGMAN

Round-Oval Shape, 15-17 Ibs.
Nice Round-Oval Shape

Super Crisp With High Brix _
Very Small Seed Pips Crisp Flesh and Tiny Pips =

Excellent Shelf Life

Excellent Main Season Variety

= GAPTIVATION
e+ Small Pip Size & Firm Texture
Attractive, Dark Red Flesh
Strong Disease Resistance

Rich Crimson Sweet Skin

WALKER

High Brix; Excellent Flavor
Strong, Vigorous Plant
Excellent Uniformity
Firm, Crisp Flesh

FOR SALE IN FL, GA, SC, NC, TN, AL, MS ONLY

« GUT ABOVE
' f Crisp, Sweet Flesh
Round-Oval Shape, 15-17 lbs

High Brix, Small Seed Pips
Excellent Shipping Capability

- TROUBADOUR

High Yield Potential

Mid-Early Maturity
Uniform Fruit, 14-17 lbs.
High Brix With Deep Red Color

FOR SALE IN FL, GA, SC,NC, TN, AL, M§ ONLY

EL CAPITAN

Excellent Yield Potential. Darker
Crimson Sweet. Deep Red
Flesh with very small pip size.

SUMMERLICOUS

Great fruit holding ability in

the field. Uniform blocky fruit
size and shape. Firm flesh with

: : Extended shipping and field
a nice red internal color. holding ability.
Terry Parrish Josh Garretft Mark Upton Jonathan Wilks
NLFL, AL, MS, LA ~ Georgia NY, N. England, PA, Ml NC, SC, VA
229.921.7803 ( 352.231.1681 315.604.1098 910.290.1735
Larry Pippin John Mclintyre Logan Cecil Mark Nail
Plant City, FL Southeast FL TN, KY, AR, MO, S.IN, S.lL MI, W1, BN TA NN, NIL

813.708.2251 803.242.1413 615.854.9859 269.419.0129

Daniel Poppell ~ Tyler R_aulersorr-*_"' | Setens

Southwest FL Southwest GA e A |
Riepedt WoeR ewyd

813.399.3974 229.891.8226

T:1-800-231-93589 | E:.910-267-2692 |PO Box 206 Faison, NC 28341 | cliftonseed.com
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guﬁ Coast Report

Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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mmer

Seminis. 5[1((

grow forward

Shoreline’ Tailgate

new dual purpose 45/36-count dark mottled stripe that produces
watermelon that performs well for both a large percentage of 36-count
the cut and traditional markets. watermelon with some 45-counts

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location Lo location and from year Lo year. This result may not be an indicator of results
you may cblain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible.
Bayer Cross, Seminis® and SummerSlice™ are registered trademarks of Bayer Group. © 2019 Bayer Group. All rights reserved.
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.

Road Trip Joy Ride

a 45-count watermelon hybrid produces a large percentage
of 36-count watermelon

Learn more of what the future can bring at seminis-us.com/summerslice
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Save The Date

June 15th 2021

Visit Hazera’s
Watermelon
Open Field Day

Yuma, Arizona

Seeds of Growth
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IUliana Cquon‘

Greetings from Illiana!

Preparations for what we hope will be a
prosperous growing season are under-
way in Indiana and Illinois!

With the health and safety of everyone in
mind, we have made the difficult decision
to cancel our 2021 convention that was
originally to be held March 11th through
14th 2021. We are looking forward to

our 2022 convention which is to be held
March 10th through 13th at the beautiful
French Lick Convention Center in French
Lick, Indiana. Mark your calendars now!

Our board has also elected to keep our
executive board in place until our 2022
convention. This includes Kelly Tyner
as President, Cody Smith as Vice Presi-
dent, Rob Beets as 2nd Vice President,
and Rick Linenburg as Chairman of the
board. Queen Grace will also be rep-
resenting us for another year. She is a
wonderful young woman with a passion
for the industry and we are blessed to
have her another year. I think it is safe
to say that their send off at the 2022
convention will be one to remember!

We are also excited to announce that the
IWA was selected as one of six recipients
of the Specialty Grant Block Program
through the Indiana State Department

of Agriculture. With these grant funds
we will be able to continue our digital
marketing efforts, increase our public
presence at large community events, and
create sharable video content!

Here’s to a ‘normal’ promotional season!
Kind Regards,

Lana Brothers
(314)724-6305
iwapromocoordinator@gmail.com

CHEP

8 Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company F &8 chep.com
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=

At BASF, we make
healthy eating enjoyable
and sustainable.

Our Nunhems watermelon portfolio is an exciting
representation of this drive. Our varieties are
proven to deliver consistent results year after year,
contributing to the sustainability of your business
and delivering excellent flavor for your customers
and consumers.

www.nunhems.us
1200 Anderson Corner Rd. ® Parma, ID 83660 ¢ 800.733.9505
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Mar-del Re]oort

Mar-Del Watermelon As-
sociation wishes everyone a
Happy New Year. We hope
everyone 1s staying safe
and well. 2020 brough chal-
lenges but a new meaning
to a watermelon promo-
tion. Mar-Del would like

to give a special thanks to
our 2020 Mar-Del Water-
melon Queen, Miss Leslie
Webb. She was innovative
in her approach to promot-
ing Maryland and Delaware
Watermelons and did an ex-
cellent job. We are excited
to have Leslie stay on as
our 2021 Mar-Del Water- o

melon Queen. She built a e i e 2
foundation in knowledge of
the watermelon industry in
2020 and is ready for what
2021 has 1n store for her.
Mar-Del Watermelon As-
sociation was unable to
host its annual convention
in 2021. We had a success-
ful member meeting and we
hope to host our 2022 con-
vention in February.

Sending well wishes to all our
watermelon family and we
can’t wait to see you all soon. Qo Lot s i s e 2021 Mo el

Watermelon QUeen.

LREP

A Brambles Company chep.com
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ENZA ZADEN

wa-ter-mel-on (wo'ter mél'an, wot'ar-), n.

1) Enza Zaden
Producing fruit of exceptional flavor and yield.

e Proven high yields throughout the East.

e Strong against hollow heart.

e Qutstanding fruit quality.

e Sweetness and flavor worthy of the outdoor holiday season.
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North Carolina ﬂ{ejaort

Our 2013 NC Watermelon Queen, Allyson Farmer, was Sarah’s
What a year it has been for the North Carolina Wa- Promoting watermelons at Dean'’s Farm Market in Wilson, NC D e s vgeans 1™ They b fom
termelon Queen Miss Sarah Swain. We all know
about the challenges we have faced but Queen Sarah
embraced finding new ways to promote watermelon
and she was a wonderful ambassador. Sarah pro-
duced twenty-five videos for her social media series
entitled “Queen Behind the Screen.” She reached
thousands of consumers with a positive watermelon
message. Her series included recipes, crafts, fitness In episode 5 of Queen Behind the Screen, Queen Sarah made Quucon Sarah propared a watcrmelon limead for opisode 21
and even some story time readings. You can find watermelon slushies
all of her videos on our social media and YouTube
channel. Take a look at the pictures in our article for
a glimpse into some of the videos Sarah worked so
hard on throughout the year.

7
The North Carolina Watermelon Association would 4 ' I
like to thank Sarah for all here dedication to the L s :
watermelon industry and wish her all the best in her Queen Sarah demonstrated how to use a watermelon as your In episode 23 of Queen Behind the Scrcen, Sarah made water-
new career as an agriculture teacher. Sarah wanted Vetehts during aworkoutin episode § metonabobs
to share a few words about her experience as the
2020 North Carolina Watermelon Queen.
Watermelon Farewell Letter from Queen Sarah:

To my watermelon family, 2020 has been a learn-
ing experience for everyone and the watermelon
industry is no exception. From learning how to
interact with each other in a socially distanced set-
ting to changing the way we share our watermelon
stories with consumers, the duty of a Watermelon
Queen has had to take a new form and I could not
have asked for a more exciting journey. It has been
an honor to learn each story of the families behind
my favorite fruit and sharing those stories in a new
light through social media, face-to-face interac- e g \ -~
tions, and virtual conferences. Despite the constant Breanna Hinkle, our 2014 NC Watermelon Queen, made a guest
changes brought on by this past year, one message O e e the e oo P> "
has reigned true: the watermelon industry and the

families it consists of are resilient and have a true
passion for serving consumers. I have loved every
minute of serving as the 2020 North Carolina Wa-
termelon Queen and hate to see this chapter come to
an end. Thank you for all of the shares on Facebook,
Zoom calls, and unforgettable memories. I hope our :
paths cross again soon, but until then, stay sweet! Queen Sarah discussed the NC watermelon industry with Nick

Augustini from the NC Department of Agriculture in episode 14.

In episode 10 of Queen Behind the Screen, Queen Sarah made
watermelon popsicles

Thanks to Ben and Allyson Farmer of Farmer Visuals for helping
with the production of the watermelon tailgating series.

Queen Sarah had
the opportunity
to participate in a
Queen Training
sponsored by

the NWPB with
Carmine and
Vanessa Gallo.

Love always,
Sarah Swain

The North Carolina Watermelon Association will

be hosting its second Virtual Watermelon Queen
Pageant on March 14, 2021. Our past Queen Sarah
set such a great example that we have four outstand-

ing contestants for our virtual event. Stay tuned for e B B gy e Teine” e
the next Vineline to read about all the details of the
pageant.
Queen Sarah
N showing off
Hope to see everyone again soon. how she “Win-
termelons” for
Sharon Rogers the NWPB.

Promotions Coordinator 336-583-9630
ncwatermelonqueen @ gmail.com

CHEP

‘We had professional help with the videography for the “At Home
Watermelon Tailgating” series

Proud partner with NWA for 14-years.
A Brambles Company ~ chep.com
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A TRIFECTA OF

iy -

EXCEPTIONAL FLAVOR || SEEDWAY

WATERMELON

ONLY FROM SEEDWAY

Q

80-82 Day ° Triploid Seedless

CRAC KE R J Ac K Crackerjack comes packed with EXCEPTIONAL FLAVOR and boasts
— SEEDWAY — consistent yields over a wide range of growing conditions. Very uniform

fruit shape, firm flesh and deep red interior. If you are catering towards

bins or cartons, this variety should definitely be on your farm. 14-18 Ibs.

HR: Co:1, Fon:1

Q

78 Day ° Triploid Seedless

A WINNER EVERY TIME! Nice oval shape with outstanding internal red
color. Firm flesh is extremely flavorful. Strong disease package. Dark
green rind. 15-23 Ibs. HR: Co:1, Fon:1, Sf

25

85 Day ° Triploid Seedless

E I_I ARD SM AN Great Fusarium resistance. The vigorous and strong vines of Guardsman

support an interior with excellent firmness and flavor. This is a must try
variety! 16-24 Ibs. HR: Co:1, Fon:1, Sf

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL LIS TODAY

(800) 952-7333 - ELIZABETHTOWN, PA
(B63) 64B-4242 - LAKELAND, FL
WWW.SEEDWAY.COM

()
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South Carolina Rejoort

When I was given the job of being
the 2020 South Carolina Watermelon
Queen, my goal was to educate fami-
lies on the health benefits of water-
melon by visiting classrooms and
with the start of 2021, my goal has
not changed. I want to visit our SC
farms to learn everything I can about
the growing process. You have to
start from the beginning to make eat-
ing healthy fun for our next genera-
tion.

With the hopes of promotions start-
ing back, I’'m excited to visit places
all over South Carolina to share the
love of watermelon. Whether it is
giving out slices or helping pick out
one of our many varieties at the gro-
cery, I cannot wait to see you soon!
Serena Allison, 2021 South Carolina
Watermelon Queen

After spending the past 12 months,
wishing that we could be doing our
normal jobs of promoting watermel-
ons to our consumers, we are hoping
that 2021 will turn out better than
2020. Serena is looking forward to
meeting our watermelon family and
friends in the coming months. She
has worked extensively in her home-
town of Pageland, South Carolina,
with local food banks, farms, and
city government. We hope that you
enjoy seeing some of her photos
from a very limited tour.

Wishing everyone a very successful
and profitable season!

Ann Bryant,

South Carolina
Promotions Coordinator

CHEDP

Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company chep.com
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o
W NATIONA

A S S0 C I AT I"QEN

JOIN'QUR
FAMILY

We have been dedicated
to making a positive
difference in the business
and lives of our members
for over 100 years.
Let us make a positive
difference for you with
exclusive member only
access and services.

Conveniently sign up today
at watermelon.ag/membership
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Texas CRegport

Hello from Texas! I hope this letter finds
you all well through this challenging time.
We just got through the cold spell here and
are praying it has not hurt our farmers’
crops too much. We are looking forward
to a new season of promotions and oppor-
tunities to connect with people throughout
the state.

The news here for our association is that
we have a new 2021 Texas Watermelon
Queen. Her name is Micayla Grossman
and she is from Kingsville, Texas. She is
the daughter of Mark and Sheila Grossman
and is twenty years old. She attends Texas
A&M University Kingsville. She is a ju-
nior and a Political Science major. Micayla
was a participant in our 2019 pageant and
was the first runner-up. She understands
what the job requires, and I believe she
will be a great promotions ambassador.
She is excited about this opportunity and
we are both looking forward to the year of
promotions ahead.

Micayla and I will be visiting the Viva
Fresh Expo in Dallas soon and we are cer-
tainly looking forward to it. We also hope
to be starting on farm tours and other pro-
motions as the restrictions allow.

I would like to take this opportunity to
once again thank Miss Landen Addison,
our 2020 queen, for all her hard work and
dedication throughout the last year. She
made sure to promote watermelon at every
opportunity with online posts and through
the farm tours and other visits she was
asked to make. She has been professional,
kind, and adaptable throughout everything
going on and I wish her all the best in her
future endeavors.

After all the events of the past twelve
months, I pray the coming year ahead will
be healthy, prosperous and blessed for all
of our watermelon famlly Micayla Grossman the 2021 Texas Watermelon Queen.

Best regards,
Barbara Duda TWA Coordinator
bcduda62@gmail.com

CHEP

8 Proud partner with NWA for 14 years.

A Brambles Company &8 chep.com
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Western CReJoort

wesjerre
atermelon

ASSOCIATION

Greetings from the West!

We hope that everyone is staying safe and healthy during these unsettling times and that
life will return to normal soon. Lots of change has happened in the past year, but one
thing that has remained constant was people’s love for watermelon! Stay at home orders
drove up grocery sales and watermelon had record sales with major chains last summer.

Mexico is ramping up production with supply currently coming out of Nogales and will
continue steadily through the spring.

We are anticipating the 2021 domestic season to be a positive one as well. Domestic fruit
will be available starting in May, with a steady supply out of the desert regions, and our
growers down in Mexico will still be going strong.

Cheers to everyone having a successful and prosperous watermelon season and thank you
to all the members of the industry who continue to work hard during these stressful times
to make sure the nation stays supplied!

Sincerely,

Danielle Ratto

Western Watermelon Association
Danieller@vgandsons.com

For more information on the Western Watermelon Association, be sure to check out our
ﬂ Iﬁ “like” us on
website at: www.westernwatermelon.org and facebook

LREP

A Brambles Company - chep.com
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We've got you covered
for watermelons

It’s no wonder
Syngenta

is a leading
producer for
watermelon

Powerhouse Summerlicous
¢ Powerhouse can develop sugars

early in the flesh potentially
allowing for an early harvest

e Summerlicous has a high
percentage of 36 and
45-count fruit

¢ Proven varieties demanded
by the market with consistent
field performance that can fulfill
the grower needs of a season
long planting program L

Fascination Excursion

® Focus on disease resistance,
since 2009 all new variety
introductions have solid
resistance in not just laboratory
tests but in the field under
Fusarium Wilt race 1 pressure

e Full Count® Plant Program
for guaranteed delivery of
healthy transplants

e Customer satisfaction: proven
with more than one billion
watermelon transplants sold
to date

Captivation

The numbers speak for themselves.
Trust in <% Full Count’

For more information on these or other Syngenta Varieties,
visit SyngentaUS.com/Vegetables

©2021 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your local extension service to ensure
registration status. Full Count®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose lcon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.
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Protect your products.

Protect your bottom line.

[—) INTERNATIONAL@PAPER —

® ClimaBin

with proprietary ClimaGuard® medium technology

i Moisture can lead to bin failure ClimaBin keeps bin dry & strong

No more getting soaked by damaged inventory and
damaged relationships with customers

To learn more about this
proprietary product,
contact Heather Raulerson
at (352) 895-6660

S R~

©2019 International Paper. All Rights Reserved. ClimaBin is a trademark of International Paper Company.

INTERNATIONAL@PAPER




